Minutes JPC – 11/05/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 11th May 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.25pm and ended at 8.40 pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs: L Goodman (Chair),S Roy, S Dalman, C.Goodman, D Hadley ,R Hubbocks, N Haycock, , W. Leech, J Love, 
K Mitchell and C.Milsom.
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk , County Councillor G Atkinson, District Councillors S Thirlwell and L Marshall. 

 There were 2 members of the public present.
.(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Matheou.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest
Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).
There were no declarations made.


	3.
	Public participation session and Reports from County Councillor and District Councillors
The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room immediately after 

they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited to give their views and question 

the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 
3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder of the Parish Council meeting.
Report from Cllr Atkinson: Thanks were given to Cllr Goodman for his appointment as Chair.  Cllr Atkinson was pleased to report

that some progress had been made with various tarmacing projects around the town. The annual assemblies were seen as largely 

positive, despite some adverse comments in the press and the Council were reminded that by comparison with some other 

neighbouring Parishes, whose precepts had risen by up to 40%, Henley was still well below the average.  

Report from Cllr Thirlwell:  Cllr Thirlwell also extended his congratulations to the Chairman and reported that activity at District
level was being focused on the forthcoming elections in June 2009.  Pending the outcome of these elections, workload would again 
begin in earnest.
Report from Cllr Marshall: The District Councillor re-iterated the good wishes passed on by his colleagues to Cllr Goodman. There 

was a meeting scheduled with Trevor Askew – SDC Strategic Director on Thursday 14th May regarding the CCTV provision for the

 town. A meeting with Henley High School Governors was also being held on Monday 18th May – Cllr Roy had confirmed that she 

would represent the Council at this meeting to discuss the proposed Trust status for the school.  Finally, Cllr Marshall congratulated 

the Council for the last edition of the Newsletter which was well received by residents and other Councillors.  It was agreed that the 

District and County Councillors details would be added to the ‘useful numbers’ section on the back page.


	4.
	Minutes of meeting held 20th April 2009 to be confirmed and signed

The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.


	5.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 20th April 2009 – for information only

There were no matters arising.

	6.
	Brought forward items – works in progress

There were no brought forward items.




	7.
	To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received


	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/00674/FUL
	Demolition of existing cottage and construction of replacement dwelling
	The Lodge, Beaudesert Park,

Henley in Arden 
	Mr Kevin Marshall


There were some concerns regarding the risk of flooding and the position of the new dwelling in relation to the existing property due to be demolished.  It was agreed that the application be supported subject to the existing dwelling being demolished prior to any new building works commencing. 

8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:
	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC recommendation

	SDC Decision

	09/00375/FUL
	Two-storey extension to rear
	Hill Top Farm, Liveridge Hill,Henley in Arden B95 5QX
	No objection
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/00217/FUL
	Demolition of existing dble garage and proposed first floor 2 storey extension
	The Orchards, Buckley Green, B95 5QF
	
	Application WITHDRAWN


9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration

VB1 – To approve Annual Accounts for 2008/9
Councillors had been previously circulated a copy of the accounts.  The Chairman reported that detailed scrutiny of the accounts had been conducted by the Finance and Asset Management Committee and he proposed acceptance of the Committee’s recommendation to accept the Accounts as set out.  It was further reported that the Internal Auditor, Mr Howard Westwood, had met with the Responsible Financial Officer and had submitted his written report which confirmed that there were no recommendations following his audit. The Council were satisfied that the Internal Auditor’s inspection was thorough and rigorous.  The Audit Commission forms were agreed to be duly signed by the Chairman.  It was noted that following seven years of conducting the internal audit on behalf of the JPC, Mr Westwood now wished to step down from this role and the Chairman asked that if any Councillor knew of another responsible person who may be interested in acting as an independent Auditor, could they please contact the Clerk.  A letter of thanks would be sent to Mr Westwood to show our appreciation of his work.
VB2 – To consider the Council’s Risk Register –The Clerk reported that at the External Auditor’s had recommended at their inspection in 2008, that a Register of Risk should be compiled and maintained.  The Clerk had completed a register which had been circulated to Councillors and explained that the document should be dynamic –it should reflect any changes that occur in provision or other matters which could affect the level of risk faced by the JPC.  It should be reviewed on a regular basis by the Clerk, and presented to the Council at least annually.  The Finance Committee would assume delegated responsibility for receiving recommendations from the Clerk regarding this matter.  Following a request from a Councillor regarding the inclusion of a section on Health and Safety, the Clerk responded that the Register would not be a replacement for the Council’s standard health and safety policy, or the risk assessments conducted therein, but agreed that a reference would be made to this topic in the overall Register and submitted to the next JPC meeting for scrutiny.

VB3- To consider Training Policy Statement- The Clerk reported that the Council should issue a policy statement which confirmed the Council’s commitment to training and in addition, demonstrate that modest sums had been identified in the budget to support training provision for staff and Councillors. It was unanimously agreed to support the policy as set out and the Chairman duly signed the document.

VB4-To consider quotations for tree works at Littleworth-The Chairman reported that following agreement from the Tree Officer at SDC, works to reduce or remove some trees in the Littleworth area were being planned for 18 May 2009.  Addition work to trees overhanging a property on the Warwick Road were also due to be incorporated into work on the 18th, and the JPC agreed to the additional cost of £140.00 in respect of this work.

VB5-To note letter from Henley Society regarding CCTV in Henley – contents were noted.

VB6- To consider letter from Manager of Henley Auction Sales in response to questions from JPC regarding parking and nuisance- It was agreed that the Clerk write back to Mr Amor confirming that it is the responsibility of the proprietors to provide adequate safe parking whilst the market is in operation.  The owners of the land should be consulted if the tenant does not have the means to provide this. It was further agreed to refer the issue of litter to the Environmental Health Officer at SDC.
VB7-To consider consultation document from Henley High School re Trust status-It was noted that the Headteacher of the Secondary school would attend the JPC meeting on 18th May to answer any questions on this proposal.

VB8-To consider letter from resident regarding travellers on Bear Lane- The contents of the letter were noted and the Chairman reported that the travellers had now left the site and a quantity of soil had been deposited to prevent encampment re-occurring. 

VB9-To discuss Power of well-being legislation-The Chairman reported that this new legislation would enable Parish Councils to extend their financial support to cover community services such as village shops, post offices etc., and also allow sponsorship of awards for local people. In order to use the legislation however, Councillors (80% of total) and Clerk would have to receive training in advance. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact WALC to request training as soon as possible. 
VB10- To discuss update on Quality Status- Cllr Roy reported on this matter as she had overseen the project in her capacity as Chairman during the period it related to.  Regrettably, due to failure to meet all the criteria set out by the External Auditors in last year’s (ie 2007/8) financial return, the JPC has been unable to renew its Quality Status at the present time.  The Clerk confirmed that she and the Chairman were working together to ensure that all the compliances were now met so that the submission for Audit for 2008/9 will be acceptable.  It was unanimously agreed that the Council should re-submit its application in the Autumn this year.  Cllr Roy also reported that she had been saddened and disappointed to hear from WALC, that they had received a complaint from Cllr Leech stating that he felt the Council should not receive Quality Status due to their failure to provide information under the Freedom of Information Act.  It was agreed that any further discussion on this matter be conducted in private session.
10.
Committee Reports

Minutes of the Finance and Asset Management Committee held on 20th and 27th April and the Emergency Committee held 16th March 2009 were duly agreed.
11.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Cllr Milsom reported that the Medical Centre wished to hold a car boot sale on the car park on Prince Harry Road in the near future and had requested the Council’s permission.  This item would be placed on the agenda for the 18th May 2009. A complaint would also be followed up by a letter to the resident of 8 Littleworth regarding unauthorised dumping of waste at the rear of the property. Cllr Milsom also reported that Orbit Housing were in liaison with the tenants of 24 and 26 Meadow Road regarding the relocation of wheelie bins to a position at the front of their properties.

Cllr C Goodman reported that the grass-cutting undertaken by contractors in the town today was of an unacceptable standard – clippings were thrown over private dwellings, blocked up drains etc.  The Clerk agreed to write to SDC to complain about this matter.

Cllr Hadley volunteered to be the Council’s representative on the Warwickshire College Neighbourhood Liaison Committee.

Cllr Hubbocks and Cllr Hadley both expressed concern at the non-attendance of the WCC representative at the Maintenance Committee meeting held on 7th May 2009 and the resulting delay in progressing matters for this Committee.  A question regarding the extent of re-tarmacing for the High Street would have been raised had the representative been present and the Councillor was anxious to determine an answer to this question.  In response to a question from Cllr Hadley, the Chairman confirmed that all requests for work to be undertaken by the Council’s maintenance contractor should be channelled through the Clerk.

Cllr Haycock noted that the X20 service would be on the agenda for 18th May 2009. It was also agreed to contact the proprietors of Somerfield s and One-stop to alert them to their responsibilities to provide safe pathways outside their stores. 

Cllr Leech requested that the subject of a new logo for the JPC be placed on the agenda for 18th May 2009.

Cllr Goodman reported that the Enforcement Officer was conducting an investigation into works outside the Bluebell restaurant on the High Street following concerns that the pavement was being lifted and possibility of railings being erected around the area.

A boulder, which had been removed from the Warwick Road and dumped in the River Alne was hopefully being removed in the near future as soon as lifting gear could be arranged. One of the new litter bins sited on Beaudesert Lane had also been vandalised in the past week and would require re-fixing to the ground.  Cllr Goodman requested that consideration of filing and storage for the Parish Office be placed on the next agenda. Regarding finance, an item to consider the transfer of funds from a low-income deposit account to a fixed-term notification account would appear on the next JPC agenda.  Following continued problems with the Alliance and Leicester bank, letters would be sent to the previous Clerks requesting their consent to closure of the account.

Cllr Roy reported that a complaint had been lodged with the Planning Officer regarding the new curtain shop on the High Street regarding the facia placed outside the perimeter of the shop frontage and the colours not being in keeping with a conservation area.

The Clerk  reported on the following: There would be a meeting on the Climate Change Partnership on Saturday 19th September 10am to 1pm at the Brandon Marsh Nature Centre – all welcome to attend if interested in this initiative. Stratford CVS were co ordinating a meeting for parish councils to consider grant funding opportunities for sports provision.  Cllr Leech agreed to be put forward as the JPCs representative on this matter. Any Councillors requiring a copy of the Standing Orders and Chairmanship documents please see the Clerk as this will be discussed at the JPC meeting on 18th May 2009.

12.
To authorise the signing of orders for payments.

The following payments were approved:
Alliance and Leicester account – Transfer of £20,000 (balance of account to close) to Lloyds TSB account

00018- Trueline Print – printing of April newsletter - £249.00

00019-Henley Metal Products- Removal posts + litter bin accessories- £155.25

00020-Stratford District Council-IT training for Clerk x 2 sessions- £55.20

00021-Network Rail-Annual licence fee re water pipe to allotments-£172.50

00022-Fairways Contracting Ltd-Grasscutting April 2009-£736.10

00023-Logical Computers-repair+replacement k’board office PC- £125.25

00024-NALC-postage costs for return of QS portfolio2005-£12.62
00025-L Goodman – Black bags for maintenance man- £25.00

00026-Badger Nurseries (L Goodman)-Tree for play area-£67.97

00027-J Vale- Minor Works Contract fee for April 2009 - £315.00

00028- Warwickshire Training Partnership- Course fees 2 delegates-£60.00
 13.
Publications and other items of interest

Cllrs were provided with information regarding the following:
· CPRE magazine – ‘Outlook’ and SDC Parking Enforcement Notice statistics


14.
The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the 
remaining  business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present 
during  consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A 
to the said Act”

i) To consider Freedom of Information Request

It was agreed to await communication from the Information Commissioners Office regarding this request from a Councillor.
15.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting and Annual meeting will be held on Monday 18th May 2009 at 7.15pm
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Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman 11 May  2009






