Minutes JPC – 16/11/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 16th November 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.10pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs:L Goodman (Chairman), C Milsom, S Roy, C Goodman, G Matheou, D Hadley, R Hubbocks, W Leech and J Love.
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk, County Councillor Mike Perry, District Councillors S Thirlwell and L Marshall. 
 There were three members of the public present.

Those present were asked to switch off mobile telephones or other recording devices before commencement of proceedings. 
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Dalman and Haycock.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).
There were no declarations made.


	3.
	Public participation session 

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
There were no representations from the public.


	4.
	Reports from County and District Councillors
Cllr Perry reported that an on-site meeting was scheduled to be held with education managers at WCC (Schools Transport Advisor) and local primary schools to discuss arrangements to alleviate health and safety concerns regarding parking of vehicles at peak times during the school day. House burglaries were identified as a priority by the  neighbourhood police team and concerns regarding speeding raised at the last community forum will also be monitored during the coming months. The WCC parking review for Henley was due to go before the Area Committee on 21 January 2010 and residents were urged to attend the Fire Service review meeting to be held on Wednesday 18th November at the High School and register their views regarding the proposed changes.  Discussions with WCC regarding groundworks for the market cross project had now reached a conclusion with a proposed commencement date in early January 2010.
Cllr Thirlwell reported that transfer of ownership of the Croft car park to the District Council was being considered by the legal team – a further report would be made in due course.  Concerns regarding possible reduction in the funding allocations to SDC in 2011-13 would mean further talks on efficiency savings would be conducted over the coming months.  Cllr Thirlwell confirmed that the reservation of 6 parking spaces for Somerfields supermarket had been written into the original agreement with the developers of the site.
Cllr Marshall reported that the Enforcement Officer had asked for his comments regarding colour-schemes for High Street retailers who were in technical breach of Conservation Area regulations and his response was that whilst he acknowledged the Conservation Regulations, he also felt that priority during a recession should be given to supporting local businesses in their efforts to generate custom and in doing so, improve the economic prosperity of our town.  Councillors Matheou and Leech concurred with Cllr Marshall’s view adding that no one wanted to see empty shops or boarded-up premises if it could be possibly avoided.


	5.
	Minutes of meeting held 2nd November  2009 to be confirmed and signed
The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting after the following amendment was recorded- Item 11 –Exchange of Information Councillor Matheou reported a grant for communication should read “awarded to the Council in 2006/7” not 2007/8 as previously shown.


	6.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 2nd November  2009 – for information only
Cllr Hubbocks reported that he would be attending a meeting of the Shakespeare Line on Tuesday of this week.  He will 

report on any findings at the next JPC meeting.

 


7.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	902170/TPO
	T1beech-shorten back overhanging branches to give clearance to bungalow.  Shorten crown to lift over rear garden.
	46 High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5AN
	Orbit Heart of England Housing Association

	09/02215/LBC
	Installation of air-conditioning system including external air condenser with visual screening
	143 High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5BD
	Barclays Bank

	APP/J3720/A/2115046/WF
	Appeal against planning decision , demolition of existing garage and proposed 2 storey extension
	The Orchards, Buckley Green, B95 5QF
	Mr David Mitchell


The Council resolved the following regarding the above applications
46 High Street – No objections subject to the Tree Officer’s recommendations

143 High Street – No objections


The Orchards, Buckley Green – Noted.

The Clerk drew the Council’s attention to two other applications that had been received with deadlines for consultation before the next JPC meeting – 09/02140/FUL – 57 Arden Road, and 09/01454/FUL – Liveridge House, Liveridge Hill, Henley in Arden. Council wished the Clerk to apply for an extension to consultation in order to fully consider a response. With regard to 57 Arden Road, a number of representations from residents had been received and previous correspondence with the Enforcement Officer would also have to be taken into consideration.
8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision



	09/01902/TREE
	T1 hazel – reduce height 50%
	Flat 3, The White House, Henley in Arden
	No objections
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/01425/FUL
	Installation of new floodlights to 3 tennis courts
	Henley Tennis Club, Stratford Rd, Henley in Arden
	No objections
	PERMISSION with conditions


9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration
VB1
To consider letter to Department of Transport regarding proposed schedule for Access for All modifications to Henley in Arden Station – The Chairman report that he and Cllr Matheou had attended a meeting with James Plaskitt MP last week to discuss this and other matters affecting the town. The MP will be sending a letter to Network Rail expressing our concerns regarding lack of progress on the development of the station together with the matter of disabled access.  Cllr Matheou added that we should await a response to this letter before considering further action.  This was agreed unanimously.  Cllr Hubbocks reported that he would shortly be attending a meeting of the Shakespeare Line where this matter would be raised again.

VB2
To consider letter to Chief Executive of SDC regarding Planning Enforcement issues – The Clerk reported that she had received a request from Pat Reid, Head of Planning, to defer acting on correspondence to the CEO until he had personally investigated the matters raised to him.  A response from Mr Reid was promised before 20th November 2009. This matter will be placed on the agenda for the JPC meeting on 7th December 2009. 

VB3-
To consider letter from resident regarding trees at Riverlands estate- The Chairman reported that he had consulted with the Tree Officer regarding this letter.  It was agreed that a letter be sent to the resident requesting a full technical report from an expert be submitted for the Council’s consideration.
VB4
To consider works for removal of litter etc. from the Medical Centre pond –The Chairman reported that he had received a quotation of  £30 from the maintenance man for removal of debris etc. and Council agreed to this expenditure.  The Chairman did however, explain that  this work would be purely to remove refuse that had been dumped in the pond it would not involve any intrusive work or use of chemicals  that could damage the eco-system of the pond.
VB5- To consider invitation from Court Leet  to attend Service on Sunday 22nd November 2009 –Councillors were asked to submit their names to the Clerk if they wished to attend the above function in the town and a response would be sent to the High Bailiff.
 10. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports
There were no reports for receipt at this meeting.


11.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.
Cllr Milsom reported that contractors would be commencing work on the Jubilee play area flood relief works in the next few days.  

Cllr C Goodman was responding to complaints about lack of leaf-sweeping on footpaths and High Street by contacting SDC. Mrs Goodman also extended her congratulations to Cllr Matheou for his work in connection with the Seal of Henley.
Cllr Hubbocks asked for an update on progress with the local cinema project and Cllr Hadley confirmed that health and safety issues that had delayed the project had now been resolved.

Cllr Matheou reported that the JPC office had received many favourable comments following the publication of his article “The Discovery of the Seal of Henley-in-Arden” in the Parish Council newsletter and website and in the Stratford Herald.  In reply to the question should the 15th century Seal of Henley-in-Arden stay at the British Library in London, or should it be returned to Henley, the overwhelming majority wished that the Seal should be brought back to the town where it had its origins.  Ray Holding, The Curator for the Henley Heritage Centre, had indicated that he would be happy to hold the Seal at the Centre if it could be returned.  Cllr Matheou asked the Council’s permission to begin enquiries and negotiations with the British Library for the return of the Seal to Henley.  This request will be placed on the agenda for the next JPC meeting.
The conservation of the market cross monument which was the most important activity of the project had been completed on schedule.  WCC will commence work on 18 January 2010 for improving the area around the cross and diverting rain water away from the monument.  On completion of the above work, an information board will be installed together with railings around the monument with a target completion date of February 2010.

Cllr Matheou also requested that correspondence from a resident that was published last week be placed on the agenda for the next Council meeting for discussion.  

The Clerk reported on the following: A training opportunity in planning matters was available on Saturday, 13February 2010 at Norton Lindsey Village Hall. A focus group on the topic of ‘ Highways and Flood Measures – ‘how working together can make things better’ on Monday 14th December at Leek Wootton Village Hall.  Names for both of the above events to be submitted to the Clerk please. Litter bins that had been installed by the present owners of the Croft car park had now been removed as SDC were not able to include emptying on their schedules.  Information on a musical production at Henley High School on 24-26th November was also given.

The Chairman asked Cllr Leech (Editor of Henley News Online) for contact details of the resident who had listed a number of complaints regarding the Parish and its management in a letter published last week with a view to the Council extending an invitation to the resident to attend a JPC meeting and address his questions directly to the Council.  Cllr Leech was unable to supply this information as he believed that name given by the author of the account was merely a ‘nom de plume’.    Cllr Leech was also asked by the Chairman for his source of information published on his personal blog regarding the detailed financial information relating to the Council’s budget which was not in the public domain.  The Chairman questioned Cllr Leech’s commitment to his role as a Councillor when his actions demonstrated only contempt for the JPC.  Cllr Leech responded by saying that he felt his behavior was legitimate, in keeping with the adversarial strategy adopted by central government. The Chairman endorsed Cllr Matheou’s earlier request that the matter be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of this Council.
12.    To authorise the signing of orders for payment

000103- Petty cash reimbursement - £79.81

000104- Mrs J Walsh- Salary for November 2009- £1,262.81

000105- Malcolm Dyson Stationers- printing newsletter and copy paper- £429.20

000106-Fairways Contracting Ltd- Grass cutting contract fee for November 2009 - £736.10

000107-RC Window Cleaning Ltd- Bus shelter cleaning November 2009-£45.00

13.     Publications and other items of interest
          There were no items presented. 
14. The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remaining business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present during consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A to the said Act”
There were no items for private session 
      15.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting will be held on Monday 7th December  2009 at 7.15pm
Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman  7 December 2009
