Minutes JPC – 17/08/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 17th August 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.35pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs: L Goodman (Chair), S Roy, S Dalman, C.Goodman, D Hadley , N Haycock, , W. Leech, J Love, G Matheou, 
R Hubbocks, K Mitchell and C.Milsom.

 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk , County Councillor M Perry, District Councillor S Thirlwell.
 There were 7 members of the public present.

Those present were asked to switch off mobile telephones or other recording devices before commencement of proceedings.
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Cllr Marshall gave his apologies for this meeting.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).

Councillor Haycock declared an interest in Item 9- VB2 – To consider response to statement from Beaudesert and Henley in Arden Allotments Association as he was a member of the BHAA.


	3.
	Public participation session 

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
Mr Tim Sturges, Chair of Governors at Henley High School, addressed the Council regarding an update on the 

application for the school to gain Foundation Status and to maintain communication links between the Parish Council 

and the school. Mr Sturges thanked the Council for the opportunity to come to outline some of the changes that

 have recently occurred within the structure of the school and to develop and improve links between the Parish 

Council and the school’s managers. The High School has recently achieved approval from the County Council to

 become a Foundation School.  This status will enable the school to access funding streams from previously 

excluded sources to promote new learning activities and better dual-use facilities for the community. A second 

phase of change would involve the establishment of a charitable Trust for the school who would oversee the

 premises and other assets connected with the school.  The Trust would have a separate legal identity to the 

school as it is known at the moment. Councillors were reassured that there would be little or no risk of the Trust 

dissolving as it would be run on non-profit-making principles and therefore would not be subject to the usual 

constraints facing ordinary businesses in the market place. Organisations will be invited to work in partnership 

with the school such as Stratford College, University of Warwick and the NHS. 
In response to questions from Councillors, Mr Sturges confirmed that the new status should enable 

greater community involvement with the school and would enable more fund-raising to be accessed than previously

 was the case.  Following a request from the Chairman, Mr Sturges agreed to investigate and report back on the 

possible outcome should the Trust fold in terms of how this might affect the running of the school, and secondly,

 gave an assurance that the JPC would have sight of the draft Trust document prior to its being approved.  The offer 

was made of regular meetings with the JPC and school managers to keep them up to date with developments at the 

school and this was welcomed by the Council.  Mr Sturges was thanked for his time and informative presentation.



	4.
	Reports from County and District Councillors
Cllr Thirlwell reported that as the Council were in recess, there had been no meetings since the last JPC.  At the Community Forum (CF) meeting held last week, the matter of review of fire service provision for the County was raised and following consultations with the Asst. Chief Fire Officer, Cllr Thirlwell confirmed that a consultation paper will be made available in the Autumn and a senior fire officer will attend the next CF to be held in November 2009. 
Cllr Perry followed on from Cllr Thirlwell’s statement adding that he was disappointed to hear of the leak of information relating to the fire service review which resulted in negative reports being published in the local press.  The County Councillor stressed that there was no ulterior motive in the report being produced on a confidential basis and the Council fully intend to consult when the full report has been issued in the autumn.  Following a question from Cllr Matheou, it was felt that no further discussion could be made until the full report was available.  Cllr Perry also reported that a very positive meeting had been held with the Development Manager at WCC regarding initiatives to promote tourism and economic regeneration in Henley.  Cllr Matheou had attended the meeting and will report to the Business Committee in due course. A further meeting is planned with the Portfolio holder for this area in the near future. Following a request for consideration of railings positioned outside the convenience stores on High street, a meeting is planned with Cllr Perrry, Cllr Hubbocks and Chris Burrows – Minor Works Programme Manager at WCC to review possibilities.

	5.
	Minutes of meeting held 3rd August  2009 to be confirmed and signed
The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.


	6.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 3rd August 2009 – for information only

There were no matters arising.


7.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/01418/FUL
	Erection of conservatory at rear of dwelling
	4 Yew Trees, Henley in Arden, B95 5BQ
	Mr Dennis Brinkworth 

	09/01508/TREE
	T1 lime tree- pollard
	77 High St, Henley in Arden, B95 5AT
	Mrs C Urry


The Chairman reported that the application for 4 Yew Trees was a retrospective submission.  The Planning Committee had not met formally but there were no objections to this application.  The tree request at 77 High Street was approved subject to the consent of the Tree Officer.
8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision



	09/01030/LBC
	Removal of asbestos roof sheets at rear of property –replace with corus falzinc
	133ast, Henley in Arden B95 5AU
	No objections
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/01192/TREE
	T4 and T5 cypress-fell
	3 The Yew Trees, Henley in Arden B95 5BN
	No objections
	No Objections

	09/01201/TREE
	2 no Golden cypress-fell
	26 The Yew Trees, Henley in Arden B95 5BQ
	No objections
	No objections



	09/01069/LBC
	Erection of single storey extn to form disabled toilet
	90 High St, Henley in Arden B95 5BY
	No objections
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/01270/TREE
	T5 cedar – lift crown, T7 cedar-removal lower limb
	Riverhouse School, Henley in Arden B95 6AD
	No objections
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/01185/LDP
	Construction of chimney & construction of garage as outbuilding
	Kyte Cottage, Kyte Green, Henley in Arden B95 5DU
	Permitted Development Rights
	Plans comply with PDR



The decisions were noted. 
9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration
VB1- 
To consider communication with Henley High School – Following the presentation made by Mr Sturges, Chair of Governors 
Henley High School, the Council welcomed proposals to improve communication with the school.
VB2- 
To consider use of the Probation Service in Henley – this item was deferred to the General Purposes Committee 


meeting on 20th August to enable a presentation to be made by the Probation Service team.

VB3-
To consider response to statement from Beaudesert and Henley Allotment Association (BHAA) – The Chairman read out a 
response statement made by the JPC which confirmed the following: i) that the JPC had assured the BHAA on numerous 
occasions both verbally and recorded in their minutes of their willingness to liaise with them on all matters affecting their 
members including review of rents. ii) that much time had been devoted to consideration of the BHAA’s suggestions including a 
special two hour meeting held solely to discuss the Handbook proposed by the BHAA officers, iii) as no minutes of the special 
meeting of the BHAA held on 23rd July had been made available, it was not possible to establish whether allotment tenants 
wished the BHAA to be dissolved, or that it should remain,  iv) minutes of the BHAA meetings which had been circulated 
to the JPC indicated they were inquorate due to lack of attendance and therefore were unable to enforce proposals put forward by 
the officers. 

The Chairman wished to re-affirm the JPC’s commitment to securing the future of the BHAA and would take every available step 
to secure new officers to retain continuity of links between the Association and the Council if that was the wish 
of the majority of 
tenants.  It was agreed that in the absence of minutes to support the statement  read out by Mr Dorow at the JPC meeting held 
3rd August 2009, a letter would be sent to all tenants seeking their views on whether they wished the BHAA to remain, or if they 
preferred for tenants to liaise directly with the JPC on an individual basis.  If the majority wished  to continue with a BHAA, the 
Parish Council would make every effort to support the recruitment of  new officers from the 
existing 
cohort of plot holders. Cllr 
Hadley praised the Chairman of the GPC, Cllr Hubbocks for his hard work in developing and maintaining the present 
allotment provision and wished for all other Councillors, who were not members of the General Purposes Committee who 
had been closely involved in the discussions referred to above, to be aware of the amount of time and goodwill 
that had been 
extended in relation to the allotment provision for the town and to give their support towards securing a satisfactory outcome 
of the present situation.
VB4- 
To consider letter from Bespoke Curtains and Blinds of Henley –Following receipt of a letter from the curtain shop 
proprietors asking for the Parish Council’s support in retaining the current layout and colour scheme for their shop, the Clerk 
confirmed that  Stratford District Council had written to the proprietors on 28th July 2009 advising them of their position in 
relation to the Conservation Area regulations. A letter would be sent by the Clerk to the proprietors explaining that the matter was 
now with SDC.
VB5-
To consider nomination for the Queens award for voluntary service – Councillors were asked for their proposals for 
nominees for the above award.  Cllr Hubbocks proposed the Henley Xmas Lights Committee, Cllr Hadley proposed Henley in 
Bloom, and Cllr Leech proposed Heart Start.  Following a vote it was agreed that Heart Start was the most favoured nomination 
although the Clerk agreed to investigate the possibility of submitting more than one nomination, in which case all three proposals 
would be pursued.
VB6-
To consider adoption of town’s ‘red telephone kiosk’- a letter had been received from BT explaining that due to lack of use, 
many of the old-style red telephone kiosks were being de-commissioned and ultimately removed from sites across the region.  
However, in consultation with English Heritage, Councils were being given the option of ‘adopting’ their kiosks so that their 
character could be retained in the towns across the UK.  The kiosk in Henley, located close to the junction of Warwick Road and 
High Street, is one of these units.  The cost of adoption (following removal by BT of the telephone equipment) was £1.  It was 
agreed unanimously to adopt the kiosk and for suggestions of its future use to be put to the Clerk as soon as possible.  The Clerk 
would investigate whether the kiosk is already designated as a listed item with SDC. 

VB7-
Attendance at WRCC Community meeting on Saturday 31st October 2009. Cllrs L and C Goodman, Milsom, Love and 
Hubbocks all wished to attend and the Clerk would notify organisers accordingly.
VB8- 
To receive invitation to attend Town Dinner in September 2009 – The Chairman reported that an invitation to all Councillors 
had been sent from the Court Leet to attend the town dinner on  26th September 2009.

VB9-
 To consider letter from resident regarding  tree problems on Brook End Drive- The Chairman reported that as it was not 
easily apparent which trees were the ones the resident was referring to in his letter, a request would be sent by the Clerk for 
clarification of which specific trees/locations the resident was concerned about.
     10. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports

Minutes of the General Purposes Committee held 13th July 2009.  The Clerk apologised for the omission of Cllr Hadley from the 
attendance list for this meeting. The minutes were then agreed and duly noted.
     11.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.
Cllr Hubbocks reported that the possibility of railings outside the High Street convenience stores had been discussed at the last Community forum meeting held last week and it was hoped that a site meeting could be arranged in the near future to progress this proposal. The agenda for the next CF to be held in November would include grass cutting, speeding problems on Warwick Road, signage for Blackford Hill, and the road junction at Pettiford Lane/Warwick Road would be added to the agenda for a future meeting of the Council.
Cllr Matheou asked for a review of copying/distribution costs for planning papers to be placed on the agenda for the next JPC meeting.

Cllr Haycock reported that a ‘big switch off’ evening was being planned for 13th November.  Businesses and homeowners are being urged to switch off electricity between 4.30 and 6.30pm in promotion of more energy-efficient lifestyles.  Health and safety risks permitting!
12.   To authorise the signing of orders for payment
00072 - Fairways Contracting Ltd – Grass cutting fees for August 2009- £736.10

00073-J Vale- Grounds maintenance for August 2009- £420.00

00074-Mrs J Walsh- salary for August 2009-£1,249.26

13.     Publications and other items of interest

          The Clerk agreed to obtain additional copies of WRCC Country matters magazine if available.


14. The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remaining business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present during consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A to the said Act”
There were no items for private business.
      15.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting will be held on Monday 7th September 2009 at 7.15pm
Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman   17th August 2009
