Minutes JPC – 18/05/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 18th May 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.20 pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs: L Goodman (Chair),S Roy, S Dalman, C.Goodman, D Hadley , N Haycock, , W. Leech, J Love, 

 and C.Milsom.

 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk , County Councillor G Atkinson, District Councillors S Thirlwell and L Marshall. 

 There were 4 members of the public present.

.(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllrs Matheou, Hubbocks and Mitchell.



	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).

There were no declarations made.



	3.
	Public participation session and Reports from County Councillor and District Councillors

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
Those present at the meeting were asked to ensure that mobile phones or any recording devices remained switched off 
for the duration of the meeting.

Report from Cllr Atkinson: Clarification of the position regarding re-surfacing of the A3400 – Henley High Street

was given – WCC had stated that no guarantee that re-surfacing work would be made for 2009/10 only that there had been 
an identification of need on the future works programme. The Chairman went on to add that a letter from the Network 

Team Manager for WCC sent to the Parish Office that day confirmed that only provisional proposals subject to 
prioritisation against other similar schemes had been agreed. Cllr Hadley commented that there had been some 
misleading information presented at the Maintenance Committee meeting held earlier this year which had added to 
the confusion regarding this matter.
With regard to Cllr Atkinson’s report made at the Annual Parish assemblies, please note that the number of 
smallholdings owned by WCC is in the region of 56, not 20 as reported.

As the matter of expenses was a very pertinent issue at the present time, Cllr Atkinson reported on his own claims 
which totalled  £1,138 of which £920 was for reimbursement of travel expenses. Total expenses to members was 

£107,700 and Cllr Atkinson gave some indications of the vast differences between claim entitlements of County 
Councillors and their colleagues at Westminster. 

Report from Cllr Thirlwell:  Cllr Thirlwell reported that he had attended a positive and productive meeting with 
Henley High School earlier that evening concerning their application for Trust status. The Headteacher was present at the 
JPC meeting; his report is shown below. 

Report from Paul Wright – Headteacher, Henley High School – Mr Wright thanked the Council for the opportunity 
to speak about the school’s application for Trust status and apologised for not previously having included the Joint 
Parish Council in the consultation process. Mr Wright explained that Trust status would enable the school to
 work in partnership with feeder Primary schools and key organisations including Warwick Hospital, Warwick 
Arts Centre and Stratford College and would also enable grant applications to funding bodies that were 
not currently available to the Local Authority maintained school. The possibility of a sixth form had also been considered
 and it was hoped that liaison with Stratford College would be a catalyst in achieving this goal. Following a question 
from a Councillor, Mr Wright confirmed that there may be the possibility of extending partnership to include the 
private sector in the future. 

The Chairman asked about the security of land assets at the school following transfer to Trust status and Mr Wright 
re-assured the Council that there were no plans to sell any land or buildings at the school.  Mr Wright also confirmed 

that the youth club at the Hub would not be affected by the transfer of the school and would remain in the ownership of the 

County Council.  Cllr Roy, who had attended the meeting preceding the JPC at the school, added that she felt that it had 

been a constructive meeting and that closer links with the High School had now been forged. Mr Wright extended the 

offer of attending Parish Council meetings on a monthly basis in order to maintain closer contact with the JPC.

The Chairman thanked Mr Wright for attending the meeting.



	4.
	Minutes of Annual meeting held 11th May 2009 to be confirmed and signed

The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.



	5.
	.Minutes of ordinary meeting held 11th May 2009 to be confirmed and signed
The following amendment to the minutes was requested – re item VB6 business should have been referred to as Henley 

Market, not Henley Auction Sales as written in the minutes.  Subject to the this amendment, the minutes were duly signed 

by the Chairman.



	6.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 11th May 2009 – for information only

There were no matters arising.



	7.
	Brought forward items – works in progress

There were no brought forward items.




8.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/00866/TREE
	T1 Willow –reduce height 30%

G1 hawthorn, laurel and birch –thin to allow more light for neighbours
	Cloisters, Beaudesert Lane,

Henley in Arden B95 5JY
	Mr P Gay


The application was approved subject to the recommendation from the Tree Officer.

9.
To note the District Council’s Planning  Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision



	09/00441/FUL
	New dormer window and alterations to bathroom
	1 Arden Rd, Henley in Arden B95 5LE
	No objections
	CONSENT

With conditions


10.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration


VB1- To consider quotation for lockable cabinet and storage materials for the Parish Office- The Chairman  reported 

that following consideration of risk assessments for the Parish Office, a need had been identified to provide more
 
secure storage for minute books and other key documentation of the Council.  Two quotations had been obtained for a steel 
cabinet and it was agreed after discussion that a cabinet costing £110.00 would be purchased.  Storage and archive boxes would 
also be purchased to enable better use of the limited space available.


VB2- To consider quotation for renewal of insurance premium for the Council- The Clerk reported that 3 quotations had 
been obtained for 
the renewal of insurance and explained that there were only a small number of companies who offered this 
specialised form of insurance.  The Chairman proposed that  the offer of a 3 year contract with Norwich Union (under the 
brokerage of Came and Co.) be accepted which represented a 5% saving on current premiums.  The cost for 2009/10 would be 
£1,935.76 – a saving of £46 on 2008/9 costs. The proposal was carried unanimously. The Clerk agreed to investigate the 
possibility of insurance against the risk of travellers setting up camp on Parish Council property.

VB3-To review Standing Orders- This item is deferred until the JPC meeting 1st June 2009 to enable sufficient time to present 
full review of this matter.

VB4-To consider letter from Paul Harris, SDC, re Draft Core Strategy-Mr Harris had requested a meeting with the Council 
to discuss the Draft Core Strategy response and it was agreed that the Strategy Group Councillors would meet with Paul Harris 
and Karen Johnstone on Monday 15th June at 10.00am at the Heritage Centre.


VB5-To consider letter from Johnson’s Coaches re X20 service. The Clerk reported that Peter Johnson had replied to her letter 
which raised resident’s questions concerning the problem of lack of space on mi-morning services, and the short terminus of the 
last service bus from Birmingham which currently ended at the Liveridge Hill depot as opposed to dropping passengers off  in 
Henley town Centre. 

Mr Johnson’s letter explained that the X20 is a community service run in conjunction with Warwickshire County Council.  He 
would investigate the possibilities of additional services during peak times if ticket sales statistics confirmed the problems 
described by travellers.  The Clerk agreed to contact Mr Johnson again and clarify the times when the problems appear to be 
occurring and report back.


VB6- To consider additional information included on Health and Safety section of Risk Register- and Annual Statement 
of GovernanceThe Clerk reported that in response to a request from Cllr Leech at the last meeting, a section on health 

and safety had now been incorporated into the above document. She reminded Councillors that the inclusion of health and safety 
did not replace the Council’s Health and Safety Policy document which covered all statutory compliances in respect of this 
matter. Councillors were now satisfied that a full review of Risk had been undertaken and the Chairman duly signed the Annual 
Statement of Governance for the annual Audit Commission submission.

VB7- To consider request from residents to use the Medical Centre Car park to hold a car boot sale- Cllr Milsom reported 
that this request had been made as residents would like to fund-raise towards purchase of a key piece of medical equipment for the 
Centre which would mean that fewer patients would need to be referred to the District Hospital in Warwick.  Only the Medical 
Centre part of the car park was intended to be used, not the SDC free car park adjacent to it.  The date was yet to be approved but 
was likely to be the third Saturday in a month when the optimum number of customers could be generated.  The issue of 
insurance was being looked into and confirmed that there were no plans to make this activity into a regular one.  It was agreed 
unanimously that 
the JPC wished to 
support the work of the Medical Centre and the proposal put by Cllr Milsom to grant 
permission for the event to be run was duly carried. Cllrs would be kept informed of developments re the date etc. 

VB8-To consider a new logo for the JPC- It was agreed to defer discussion on this topic until the next meeting of the JPC when 
Cllr Matheou could confirm the current position regarding a new logo for the JPC.

VB9- To consider transfer of funds to a higher-interest deposit account- Following the receipt of the half-yearly precept for 
2009/10, the Clerk asked if consideration could be given to the transfer of £20,000 to a higher interest bearing account with 
Lloyds TSB.  The 3 month notice account paid 1.20% as opposed to .10% currently given on the ordinary deposit account held 
with the bank.  Cllr Milsom proposed acceptance of the Clerk’s recommendation, seconded Cllr Hadley and was carried 
unanimously.

11. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports

Minutes of the Emergency Committee held 6 May 2009 were approved.  It was noted that the next meeting minutes should 
comply with the standard format for JPC Committees and include the section for declaration of Interests and Public Participation.

12.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.
Cllr C Goodman, on behalf of the JPC, extended her thanks to Geoff Calcutt and Malcolm Wright for their assistance in returning the large boulder which had been moved from Warwick Road to the river, to its rightful place. 
Cllr Roy reported that she had attended a meeting that evening with District Councillors and Governors at Henley High School to discuss the school’s proposal to seek Trust status and that the school had reassured the JPC that they would be fully informed of developments with this process at all times.

Cllr Leech asked if there had been any progress with regard to the black bag refuse issues and Cllr Thirlwell added that he would be monitoring activity the following day (collection of re-cycling) and report back on his findings. 

Cllr Hadley reported that following discussion at the last meeting of the General Purposes Committee, he would now be discussing the future of the Medical Centre Pond and would keep the Council informed of progress. Cllr Hadley added that in response to some concerns regarding the possible erection of railings outside the Bluebell restaurant on High Street it was confirmed that no plans were in place to do this.
The Chairman reported that he and Cllr Roy, together with District Councillor Marshall, had met recently with Trevor Askew the Strategic Director for SDC, regarding CCTV provision in Henley.  It was confirmed that the existing pole outside the Police Station would be removed in the near future and that consideration was being made of  i) a wireless camera being positioned on the top of St John’s church and ii) a combined light and camera be positioned on a new pole by the police station.  Cllr Leech asked what type of installation was planned but the Chairman reported that discussions did not get to the stage of discussing detail which would no doubt emerge when a Planning Proposal was submitted at a later date.

The Chairman also reported that following discussion at the last meeting on Power of Well-being training, a date of Monday 8th June 2009 at 7.00pm had been agreed with Alison Hodge who would be delivering the training.  Councillors were reminded that a minimum of 80% of the Council must be trained in order to action any decisions on the award of grants under this legislation.

With regard to tree works, a letter from a resident of Riverside Gardens had been received requesting that trees adjacent to their property on JPC land should be reduced to allow more light.  Tree surgeons were engaged last week on the approval of the JPC at its last meeting to undertake other tree work in this area and the Chairman asked for permission under emergency powers to request the addition of the above works to the schedule previously awarded to the contractor.  The additional cost if the works could be undertaken on the same day was £140.00. If required to attend again on another date to do the extra work , and additional call-out charge of £100 would have to be paid.  On the basis of cost-saving, it was unanimously agreed to allow the above works to go ahead on the same date as originally approved works to the Riverlands estate. 

Finally, the Chairman wished to remind Councillors that in order to ensure continuity and clarity, all correspondence relating to JPC matters  to either District or County officers should be processed through the Parish Clerk.

The Clerk reported that a’Raising Awareness’ meeting of the Warwickshire Race Equality Partnership was being held on Thursday 21st May 2009 at the Methodist Church Hall, Stratford on Avon at 9.00am.  All Councillors welcome to attend.
13.    To authorise the signing of orders for payment

00029-Henley in Arden Evergreen Club – S137 grant-£100

00030- Henley in Arden Heritage Centre- S144 grant - £1,750

00031-Henley in Arden TIC – S145 grant-£2,500 (50% of grant)

00032-Henley in Bloom-S137 grant- £3,000

00033-Neighbourhood Watch-S137 grant-£100

00034-The Hub at Henley-S145 grant-£200

00035-Henley in Arden Christmas Lights Working Party-S137 grant-£3,000

00036-Henley in Arden Tennis Club-S137 grant-£200

00037- Viking Direct- archive boxes and printer cartridges- £147.94

00038- LexisNexus-Arnold Baker Guide to Local Council Administration- £53.60

00039-Mrs J Walsh-Clerks salary May 2009- £1,299.50

00040-Mrs J Walsh- Clerks expenses May2009- postage & stat’ry-£12.93
14.     Publications and other items of interest


There were no items.
15.
The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remaining 
business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present during 
consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A to the said 
Act”

      16.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting and Annual meeting will be held on Monday 1st June  2009 at 7.15pm
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Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman 18 May  2009
