Minutes JPC – 19/10/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 19th October 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.35pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs:L Goodman (Chairman), C Milsom, S Roy, C Goodman, G Matheou, W Leech, S Dalman, D Hadley, R Hubbocks, J Love

 and N Haycock. 
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk, District Councillors L Marshall & S Thirlwell.  
 There were 5 members of the public present.

Those present were asked to switch off mobile telephones or other recording devices before commencement of proceedings.
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Perry and Mitchell.



	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).


	3.
	Public participation session 

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
Keith Webb – proprietor of Lemon Tree Flowers, 102 High Street Henley in Arden, spoke in objection to the application for a 

proposed amendment to an existing  street traders licence for the lay by on A3400 for the sale of flowers.  The basis

 for objection was that it would have a detrimental effect on his business in the High Street which was subject to costs 

for business rates and other overheads not faced by street traders.  The Council would consider the application in the 

Planning item on the agenda.

	4.
	Reports from County and District Councillors
Cllr Perry had given his apologies for this meeting but the Clerk read out a report previously supplied by the County Councillor with regard to a review of speed limits on C and D roads across the County.  Speed checks would be conducted throughout the areas minor roads over the next few months and a report made in the New Year.

.

Cllr Marshall reported that he supported the objection to the above licence application on the grounds that it would diminish trading opportunities in the town of Henley.  Cllr Marshall also confirmed the District Council’s view of the Fire Service Review that whilst they acknowledged the need for modifications, they could not condone the closure of fire stations in the District.  A meeting in Henley (which although not specifically named in the recommendations but indirectly affected,)  is being held at the High School on 18th November 2009 to discuss the proposals. Cllr Marshall also reported the District Council were offering continued financial support to local businesses in the form of rate subsidies for those facing the effects of the recession.
Cllr Thirlwell reported that further discussions on the Regional Spatial Strategy for housing had been held in relation to the sites for an additional 1,900 homes identified in the policy document.  A meeting was held today to consider the impact on rural market centres such as Henley which are named in the strategy as potential sites for new housing schemes.
With regard to the green bins scheme for garden refuse, it was confirmed that the service will continue during the winter months and requests for the smaller sized bins were now being met. 


	5.
	Minutes of meeting held 5th October  2009 to be confirmed and signed
The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.


	6.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 5th October  2009 – for information only
There were no matters arising.




7.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/01767/FUL
	Change of use from office to residential.  Erection of 2 storey extension and replacement roof.
	225 High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5BG
	Mr and Mrs Percy
NO OBJECTIONS

	09/01977/TREE
	Fell one sycamore tree
	Rear of 227 to 231 High St, Henley in Arden.
	Miss Joanne Bryan
No objections subject to the recommendations of the Tree Officer

	Request for Street-Trading Consent
	Include flower sales to existing food and drinks business
	Lay-by on A3400 near Bird in Hand PC
	Mrs Patricia Stephenson
See below:

	09/01993/TREE
	Remove suckers from 2 ash trees x 2
	7 Birmingham Road, Henley in Arden B95 5QA
	Mrs G Spiers
No objections subject to the recommendations of the Tree Officer


The Council resolved the following in relation to the above planning applications:
Street Traders Licence amendment to existing – lay by on A3400 - After due consideration of the objections raised by a resident(proprietor of similar business in Henley) and District Councillor Marshall in respect of this street traders licence amendment the Council agreed that they were strongly opposed to the scheme for the following reasons:

Public safety as the site has inadequate parking and could cause traffic accidents

Needs of the area – the Parish Council is opposed to any application that would detract from business in the town and there does not appear to be sufficient demand for flower sales of this kind on a lay-by location.

8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision



	09/01669/TREE
	Fell 2 pines and reduce crown on lime by 30%
	Leigh House, Stratford Rd, Henley in Arden B95 6AE
	No objection subject to Tree Officer’s recommendations
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/01747/TREE
	2 ash – fell
	49/49a High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5AA
	No objection subject to Tree Officer’s recommendations
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/01521/TPO
	2 x field maple – thin crown 10%
	Dell Court, Cherry Orchard, Henley in Arden
	No objections subject to Tree Officer’s recommendations
	CONSENT


The District Council’s decisions were noted .  The Chairman added that he was reassured that the Tree Officer had not granted the request to fell 2 field maple trees at Dell Court, rather that a 10% prune was sufficient work for this area.
9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration
VB1
To note the calendar of meetings for the JPC in 2010.  Noted.

VB2
To note variation to Warwickshire County Council Traffic Regulation Order for Henley. Noted. 
VB3
To note WALC guidance regarding role as Employer of the Parish Clerk.  Noted.

VB4
To consider policy and timescale for Section 137 and other grant applications for 2010 – The Clerk reported that applications would be invited from eligible community organisations for next year’s round of S137 and other grant applications during the month of November, closing date being 30th November 2009 for consideration by the Council at its meeting on 21st December 2009.  Applicants would be welcome to make representations in support of their applications at the parish Council meetings on either 2nd, 16th November or 7th December 2009.   Full details of the process will appear on the Council’s website and be available from the Clerk at the Parish Office.

VB5
To review WCC schedule for winter gritting routes – The Clerk reported that copies of the full schedule for winter 2009 were available in the Parish Office.

VB6
To consider request from District Councillor to publish ‘Discovering the Seal of Henley in Arden’ article on Henley News On-Line -Cllr Leech, Editor of Henley News on-line stated that he would consider the request upon receipt of a press release from the Clerk and this was duly agreed to be sent.

VB7
To note guidance on Councillor attendance at Parish Meetings – The Clerk confirmed the regulations as stated in the Council’s Standing Orders, regarding notification and acceptance of apologies for absence from Council meetings.
VB8
To consider uses for former telephone kiosk – Stratford Road, Henley in Arden – following the Council’s decision to adopt the box following notification from BT that the telephone equipment will be de-commissioned in the near future, the Chairman asked Councillors to submit their suggestions for a new use for the box to the Clerk.  A competition for residents to also put forward their ideas was being run in the latest Newsletter.
VB9
To review submission of an application for Quality Status for the Parish Council – The Clerk reported that a previous application for renewal  of quality status had been rejected due to a qualified result in last year’s audit of accounts.  The resulting break in designation had meant that the Council would now have to be a new applicant and therefore could not re-apply until the Clerk had obtained CiLCA accreditation which she was currently working towards. Cllr Matheou stated that as the Council had achieved QS in the past, there should be no reason why we would not wish to be re-designated as soon as possible.  However, Cllr Leech stated that he did not feel that due consideration of all the criteria required for QS had been fully considered by the Council in its previous application.  The Chairman assured the Councillor that all ten criteria were now in place and  it was agreed that when the Clerk had completed her qualification, the Council would re-apply at the earliest opportunity.  All Councillors voted in favour of renewing the QS application, with the exception of Cllr Leech who abstained from the vote.
VB10
To consider nomination of a representative for the Henley High School Community Arts Committee – Cllr Hadley agreed to take up this role following the resignation of Cllr Roy due to her other work commitments. 

VB11
To consider progress with market cross conservation – Cllr Matheou gave thanks to the Stratford Herald for coverage of his recent article on the Seal of Henley and stated that he had no objections to it being printed in Henley News Online.  He did however, stress that an earlier article in HNOL had technically breached copyright legislation, this being confirmed by the Clerk following  referral to a copyright lawyer when the article was first published.  Councillor Roy asked  Cllr Leech as the Editor of HNOL if he was going to publish Cllr Matheou’s account and he stated that he would consider it if a press release was sent by the Clerk.  The Chairman confirmed that any reproduction of the seal emblem must be done with the consent of the Parish Council who had copyright ownership of it.
With regard to fund-raising for the conservation project, Henley Civic Society were hosting a wine and cheese evening on 14th November in aid of the information board costs and those wishing to attend should obtain tickets from  Dukes Stationers or contact the Society directly. Finances for the grant-aid from WCC were now resolved and the Council gave their permission for a pro forma invoice for Henley Metal Products to be paid  for £1,628 in respect of the replacement of railings for the cross. A meeting with the conservators and English Heritage was imminent and it was hoped that WCC could conduct the necessary groundworks in time for completion of the project by December 2009.  Council also gave permission for the appointment of  a preferred supplier for the conservation works at a quotation of £1,885. It was also noted that the litter bin would be re-sited by Lloyds bank and the bench refurbished by the maintenance man to comply with the timescale for completion of the project.
VB12
To note the Chairman and Clerk’s attendance at evening meetings on Wednesday 28th October (SDC Liaison meeting) and Thursday 29th October (WALC AGM).  Noted.


VB13
To consider winter working arrangements for the Maintenance Man – Councillors agreed unanimously to amend the Maintenance man’s working hours to 2.5 per week with effect from 2nd November 2009.  This time would be for litter picking and leaf clearance.  Any additional work would be co-ordinated through the Clerk and Councillors wishing to make requests for work to be undertaken should do so to the Clerk so that work schedules can be organised for Mondays when the maintenance man is in Henley.  
 10. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports

Minutes of the General Purposes Committee held 1st October 2009 and the Emergency Committee held 7th October 2009 were 
approved.
 11.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.
Cllr Milsom reported that the Parish’s revised emergency plan would be presented for approval at the next JPC meeting. Councillors were urged to view the document in the Parish Office (which contains confidential information therefore cannot be circulated in hard copy) prior to the meeting.  Work on the flood relief scheme in the Jubilee play area will commence on Monday 26th October 2009 and take approximately one week to complete.  The Clerk agreed to report that the street lighting on Riverlands has again been vandalized.

Cllr C Goodman asked the Clerk to contact the market proprietor regarding levels of refuse on the site. There also appears to be a problem with scrap metal vehicles picking up and collecting materials from this site on Sundays.  The Clerk would investigate further. 

Cllr Roy asked that the Clerk ensures that there is a copy of JPC agendas on Whitley Road notice board.

Cllr Matheou reported that an application had been submitted to SDC for business initiative grant funding for future events in Henley to be co ordinate in conjunction with the Court Leet.  Cllr Matheou would be pursuing the possibility of extending the ‘town hosts’ scheme which runs in Stratford, to Henley. 

When asked for clarification of his comments on Henley News Online regarding CCTV for the town that ‘our vote (Parish Council) is of little significance’ Cllr Leech replied that he was referring to SDC as the ultimate decision-making authority in the matter. Cllr Leech went on to add that new CCTV at the recycling centre in Stratford had slim-line APNR cameras installed so he did not see why this type of unit could not also be used in Henley. This matter would be raised at the continuing discussions between the Council and SDC via Cllr Marshall.
Cllr Hadley reported that he and Cllr Dalman had held a successful meeting last week with Henley Wildlife Society and Warwickshire Wildlife Trust regarding the future of the medical centre pond.  Congratulations were passed on to the Councillors for their efforts in progressing a satisfactory resolution to the matter.

Cllr Haycock reported that a manhole cover outside One Stop convenience store was a tripping hazard – the Clerk agreed to report this to the authority.  Cllr Haycock also extended his congratulations to Cllr Goodman on the superb parade and service that was organized by the British Legion on Sunday 18th of October.  Other Councillors echoed the praise for the memorable day in the town.  Parise was also given to the Community Payback Team of workers who had made an excellent job of clearing up the churchyard garden at St Johns.  The Clerk would write a letter of thanks from the JPC/
Cllr Dalman reported that an A board sign outside the ‘So You’ beauty salon on High Street be checked for compliance with Planning and Highways regulations in addition to conservation rules regarding colour etc.  It was noted that a similar concern was expressed regarding an A board outside the Nags Head public house on High Street.

The Chairman followed the earlier mention of the Community Payback Team and reported that a ‘tidy-up’ of the town was being held on Saturday of this week when the Team may be able to contribute.  Councillors willing to assist would be welcome to the session which commences at 10.00am.
The Clerk reported that she had received a telephone call from the new owner of the development property on 62a Arden Road.  He apologized for the delay in attending to the state of the site but would make it a priority to clear the remaining refuse/plant equipment etc. from the garden as soon as possible.  
12.    To authorise the signing of orders for payment

000085-Severn Trent Water – Water charges for allotments Oct 08 to Sept 09 - £199.77

000086-BT- telephone charges for quarter to 30 Nov 2009 - £56.71

000087- Viking Direct-office stationery and equipment - £55.59

000088-Peco Signs Ltd – keep dogs on leads signs- £166.75

000089- Malcolm Dyson Stationers-printer cartridges and new telephone equipment - £176.28

000090- Mrs J Walsh - salary October 2009- £1,345.42

000091-Heart of England Way Association- membership renewal to October 2010- £7.00

000092-HMRC- National Insurance and PAYE contributions July to September 2009 -£1,409.90

000093-Ricoh UK Ltd – Copier hire charge and copies for June – Sept- £121.98

000094-Fairways Contracting Ltd – Grass cutting for Sept 2009 - £736.10
13.     Publications and other items of interest
          There were no items  presented.
14. The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remaining business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present during consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A to the said Act”
There were no items for private session 
      15.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting will be held on Monday 2nd November  2009 at 7.15pm
Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman  2nd November 2009
