Minutes JPC – 20/04/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 20 April 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.55 pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs: S.Roy (Chairman), S Dalman, C.Goodman, L.Goodman, D Hadley ,R Hubbocks, N Haycock, , W. Leech, J Love, G.Matheou , K Mitchell
and C.Milsom.
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk . There were 3 members of the public.
.(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllrs Marshall, Atkinson and Thirlwell.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest
Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).
There were no declarations made.


	3.
	Public participation session and Reports from County Councillor and District Councillors
The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room immediately after 

they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited to give their views and question 

the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 
3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder of the Parish Council meeting.
There were no contributions from the public.  District and County Councillors had given their apologies.


	4.
	Minutes of meeting held 6th April 2009 to be confirmed and signed

Under item VB9 – Paul Harris should be recorded as an SDC officer, not WCC.  Subject to this amendment, the minutes were 

then duly signed.

	5.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 6th April 2009 – for information only

There were no matters arising.

	6.
	Brought forward items – works in progress

There were no brought forward items.

	7.
	To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received


	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/00552/FUL
	Alterations and two-storey extension to existing dwelling
	Conifers, New Rd, Henley in Arden B95 5HY
	Mr S Spridgeon


There were no objections to the above application, provided the materials used were in keeping with the character of the existing property.

8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:
	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC recommendation

	SDC Decision

	09/00195/LDP
	2 Storey link and first floor extension to rear of property
	Broadmead, Edge Lane, Henley in Arden B95 5DS
	Refusal
	CONSENT

	09/00307/TREE
	Tree works to maple, 2 x silver birch, laurel, hazel and 2 x poplar
	Riverlands, Prince Harry Rd, Henley in Arden
	Proposed by JPC
	CONSENT 

	09/00214/LBC
	Re-tiling part of roof
	105, High St, Henley in Arden B95 5AU
	No objection
	CONSENT


9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration

VB1 To consider replacement tree for the Jubilee play area - Cllr L Goodman proposed that a thorn less variety of holly tree be purchased at a cost of £80 to replace one that had been vandalised some time ago at theJubilee play area. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Love and carried unanimously.
VB2 – To nominate a representative to sit on the Warwickshire College Neighbourhood Liaison Group.  The decision to nominate a representative was deferred pending further information from Cllr Atkinson regarding the nature of the committee.
VB3 – To consider voluntary land registration with the Land Registry(LR) –Cllr Haycock had agreed to look into the matter of land assets for the Council and reported that the correspondence received from the LR could be more of a ‘revenue generating venture’ than one that would provide an essential service for the Council.   Cllr Haycock added that he was utilising his skills as a qualified surveyor to investigate the whole matter of the Council’s land assets including registration, and would report his findings in due course.  In the meantime, no action would be taken regarding the LR registration scheme.
VB4 – To consider Press Release regarding regulations on dog fouling – the contents were noted.

VB5 – To consider revised hours of opening for the Parish Office – The Clerk reported that in recent weeks it had become increasingly difficult for her to find an all day parking space in the town.  Wednesday as market day was particularly bad.  It was therefore requested that the office hours be brought forward to 8am to 4pm Monday to Thursday, and 8am to 3.30pm on Fridays until further notice. This change was agreed unanimously.

VB6 – To consider proposal regarding A-Z map of Henley – Cllr Matheou reported that he had been in contact with David Wilson Homes regarding their offer of printing of a map of Henley. A quantity of 5000 had been proposed.  It had been some time since a map had been made available and as this offer was free of charge, it was considered to be a viable proposition. If accepted, the plan would be to distribute the map through the Heritage Centre and the public library.  This would promote tourism for the town in addition to providing a much needed source of revenue for the Heritage Centre.  Cllr Matheou agreed to contact David Wilson Homes to ascertain if they had any objections to a modest charge being imposed for the sale of the maps to tourists.  Although there was some concern expressed regarding the JPC’s logo being placed on a document produced by a commercial organisation, it was felt that the benefits outweighed this factor and Council agreed unanimously to pursue production of the free leaflets.
VB7 – To consider the offer of ‘proxy voting’ for the posts of Chair and Vice Chair at the Annual Meeting – Cllr Matheou reported that he had spoken to the Monitoring Officer at SDC regarding the possibility of the above being incorporated into the Council’s Standing Orders and he confirmed that if approved, the JPC could introduce this policy.  It was stressed that the proposal was linked only to the elections held at the Annual Meeting – it could not be used for any other vote or election within the Council. Any Councillor wishing to expedite his/her entitlement to a proxy vote would have to contact the Clerk who would provide a pre-written form which asked for the names to be inserted of the proposed Chair and Vice Chair.  This would be placed in a sealed envelope and opened by the Clerk at the Annual Meeting.  The names on the vote could only be counted if they had received a proposal and seconder from a Cllr who was present at the meeting. On the basis that the proxy vote would be for Annual Meetings only, the Council agreed unanimously ;Cllr Hubbocks seconded Cllr Matheou’s proposal; to amend Standing Orders to reflect this change with immediate effect.
10.
Committee Reports

Minutes of the General Purposes Committee held 30 March 2009 were agreed subject to the addition of Cllr Hadley’s name on the list of apologies for absence.
11.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Cllr Milsom reported that he had received complaints from residents using the X20 service who had encountered problems with overloading and an inability to board the bus due to this issue.  This compounded other previous complaints regarding the termination of the late night service at the bus depot rather than the town.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Johnson’s Coaches ask for their comments on these matters.

CllrHubbocks reported that the welcome to Henley signs were now all in place. He thanked Cllr Goodman for his assistance in this matter and the Chairman also asked that the Council’s thanks be extended to all Councillors involved in this project for their efforts.  It was agreed that photographs would be taken by the Stratford Herald and a news article included.

Cllr L Goodman wished to extend his thanks to Malcolm Wright of Henley Metal Products for his assistance in the erection of the above signs. A letter of thanks would be sent to him by the Clerk. Cllr Goodman also reported that the maintenance man was now working on Mondays and is making steady progress in improving the look of the High street and other Parish Council owned parts of the town. 


In addition, following an earlier report to the JPC when approval was received to a planning application for the coppicing and removal of some trees on the Riverlands estate, Cllr Goodman wished to add to these works, a request from a resident of Warwick Road to reduce the size of some trees at the rear of her property. Cllr Goodman had received confirmation from the Tree Officer at SDC that these works would not require further planning permission if the work was done concurrently with the Riverlands trees.  A quotation for this additional work would be brought to the next JPC meeting.



Cllr Goodman added a further request for the topic of the Power of Well-being legislation to be placed on the agenda for the next JPC meeting.


Cllr Matheou reported that  the business Gurus flyer had now been distributed to all businesses on the High Street.   Meetings had now been held with WCC and SDC regarding promotion of economic activity in the town.  Cllr Matheou was also due to meet with the Ancient Monument Officer from English Heritage on 22 April to discuss the plans for the renovation of the Market Cross.

Cllr Haycock reported that he had also received several enquiries regarding the X20 service and hoped that a response to a letter from the JPC would assist with this.  He had also noted that the wheelie bins provided by SDC were not entirely satisfactory for disabled residents.  It was suggested that anyone with such difficulties should contact SDC for  alternative refuse provision. Vandalism and noise nuisance around the railway station was still a problem and whilst the police had issued some warnings, the problem still persists.  The Chairman urged any Councillor who either experienced or received reports from residents, of these matters to contact the transport police as soon as possible. 


Cllr Hadley reported that he was pleased the welcome to Henley signs were now completed as he had initially worked on the project. Cllr Hadley raised a question regarding the Annual Assemblies and the Chair replied that this was not a matter for the JPC but would discuss his questions with him after the meeting. The new refuse collection service had also appeared to cause some concern amongst residents. He urged that thanks be given to SDC for the extra collections conducted over the past week.

Cllr Dalman shared Cllr Hadley’s comments regarding the new refuse policy.  It appeared that there some still some confusion as to what refuse can be left out on which weeks. It was felt that SDC had done effective notification of the change but whether the two weekly collection of household waste would be successful in the longer term remained to be seen.

The Clerk  reported on the following: i) she had received a response from the Police regarding our letter of complaint about the market traffic.  PC Jelfs agreed to extend the ‘no-parking’ cones to Saturdays as well as the existing Wednesday set up and said that residents should report any serious issues relating to the market through the crime-stoppers number.


ii) matters were progressing in the issue of an Enforcement Order to remove the gypsies from  Bear Lane.


iii) The Clerk asked if any Councillors were interested in attending a presentation from the Climate Change Partnership managed by Emma Clarke at WCC and it was agreed to suggest to Ms Clarke that a separate date be agreed outside the JPC meetings to enable Councillors to attend this workshop.
12.
To authorise the signing of orders for payments.

The following payments were approved:
00007- Nuneaton Signs (R Hubbocks) posts for welcome Henley signs £70.42

00008-Fairways contracting Ltd – Grasscutting contract March 09 - £714.63

00009-WALC – Annual subscription 2009/10 - £585.00

00010-Parrs – Litter bins –£977.50*

00011-Salary Clerk  - April 2009- £1,286.95

00012-Clerks Expenses – postage and rail fares £25.36

00013-Ricoh- Photocopier charges Mar-May 09- £120.29

00014 – Henley Metal Products  removal old Henley signs- £105.75

00015- Listers (L Goodman) – Goods for erecting new signs - £22.23

00016-Jewsons ( L Goodman) – Post fixers for new signs - £20.29

00017- NALC – fee for Quality Status application - £115.00

 13.
Publications and other items of interest

Cllrs were provided with information regarding the following:
· SDC Standards & Ethics newsletter – ‘Decorum’

Cllr Mitchell left the meeting at this point

14.
The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the 
remaining  business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present 
during  consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A 
to the said Act”

i) To consider correspondence from Cllr Leech dated 7 April 2009 –Following a request from Cllr Love it was agreed that following the 
resolution passed at the meeting held 6 April 2009, further discussion on this matter would constitute a breach of the Standing Orders for the 
Council.

ii) To consider position of Clerk following probationary period


After referral to the Finance Committee, the Parish Clerk’s salary was fully discussed and tabled at the full Council meeting. Following 
detailed consideration, it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk be appointed on a permanent basis with effect from 1 April 2009 on salary 
point 21 of the SLCC scales.  A further review would be conducted following successful completion of the CiLCA qualification.
15.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting and Annual meeting will be held on Monday 11th May 2009 at 7.15pm
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Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman 20 April  2009






