Minutes JPC – 20/07/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 20th July 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.55pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs: L Goodman (Chair), S Roy, S Dalman, C.Goodman, D Hadley , N Haycock, , W. Leech, J Love, G Matheou, 

and C.Milsom.

 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk , County Councillor M Perry, District Councillors S Thirlwell and L Marshall. T Askew – Strategic Director- Stratford District Council, A Macnamara, ADT Security Systems.
 There were 13 members of the public present.

Those present were asked to switch off mobile telephones or other recording devices before commencement of proceedings.
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Mitchell and Cllr Hubbocks.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).

Cllr Matheou declared an interest in two items: Item 7(i) planning application 09/01231/FUL – 122a High Street, B95 5BS.  This property is next door to the Cllr’s own house.  Also, Item 8 VB3 – Request for funding for St John’s Church – Cllr Matheou’s wife is a member of the PCC. The Councillor took no part in discussion or decision-making on these items.


	3.
	Public participation session and Reports from County Councillor and District Councillors

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
The Chairman welcomed Trevor Askew, Strategic Director, SDC and Andy Macnamara, ADT Security Systems to 

the meeting and explained that since the JPC meeting held in February 2009, continued discussions had taken 

place with a view to agreement on CCTV for the town and revised proposals were now being considered that 

would not require the erection of poles to house the CCTV system.  Mr Askew commenced the presentation by 

apologising for problems in the past but reassured the Council that plans for CCTV were now capable of 

being implemented that would provide a less intrusive and more aesthetically pleasing image in a conservation area 

but retaining the capabilities of crime reduction that were sought. Mr Macnamara explained the technical specification 
of two sites for cameras, both being mounted on buildings rather than on poles.  Site one would be on the side 
of the Police Station building on the junction of Station Road and High Street. Site two would be on the building 

above One Stop convenience store on High Street. Mr Macnamara added that together, the cameras would 

provide recordings for the main roads  in the town, and the major hot-stops for anti-social behavior and crime. 

As 80% of crimes are committed with the use of a vehicle, one of the cameras (above One-Stop)would have 
automatic numberplate recognition (ANPR) that would enable number plates of vehicles to be recorded to aid 
crime detection. 
Councillors then asked questions including a query regarding St Johns Church which had previously been considered 

as a possible site for a camera.  Mr Macnamara explained that as the building is Grade I listed, it would not be

 practical to pursue permission for a camera and even if granted, could take several years to achieve.

  It was therefore felt that a camera on the opposite side of the road would give better coverage without the 

problems of permission, although it was noted that Wayleave Agreements would still have to be obtained in order to

 proceed with the proposal. There were comments from a Councillor and a member of the public concerning 

the need for cameras and in particular, ANPR in a conservation area.  Cllr Leech asked why should Henley have 

ANPR when none are sited in Stratford on Avon’s conservation areas as the original application submitted by the

 Council during Cllr Thirlwell’s time as Chairman did not include ANPR.  Other Councillors felt that the need for safety 
and security for the residents of the town far out-weighed any issues relating to the cameras being unsightly. 
Cllr Marshall reminded the Council that statistics indicated that there had been a 300% increase in break-ins around
 the area and any measures that could reduce this figure should be welcomed and he urged the Council to support 
the proposal. As the One-stop store was also seen as high risk, it was confirmed that if the store managers requested it, 
a panic button could be installed in addition to the camera which could alert the camera control centre to activity and 
thus enable additional scanning directly on the store itself should an incident occur. Cllr Matheou also added that he

 had observed a break-in on the High Street some time ago,but due to the poor light etc., was unable to read the number

 plate on the vehicle conducting the raid.  ANPR would have recorded this information and the criminals traced. 
A decision regarding the proposal would be discussed under item  8 -VB1.

Other questions from the public were also received.

Mr A Dipple, 13 Meadow Road, asked for consideration of the grass-cutting contract with SDC and circulated photographs of the areas outside his property that had been left poorly cut and unsightly.  The Chairman agreed to place this matter on the agenda for the next meeting of the JPC.

Mrs L Eastwood, 14 Prince Harry Road expressed her concern regarding the poor state of the Henley market site.  The leaseholders had recently circulated flyers urging the public to support the market but felt that support should be reciprocated by the site being kept tidy and free from weeds and litter by its managers. This item was already on the agenda for discussion later in the meeting.

Mr T Sturges, Chair of Governors at Henley High School stated that he would be happy to attend the Council’s meeting on 17th August 2009 to answer questions from the residents.  This will be placed on the agenda for the JPC meeting on said date. 

Mrs M Twigg, representing Henley Society reported that the Society had now had sight of the proposed Information Board for the Market Cross and were delighted that their request had been granted.
 

	
	Report from District Councillor Thirlwell 
Cllr Thirlwell reported that at a meeting of the Full Council held today it was agreed that the Joint Area Committee formed one year ago with SDC and WCC would be disbanded.  Three area committees have been created and the West Area (covering Henley) will meet in September of this year.
Report from District Councillor Marshall
Cllr Marshall reported that four eco-towns had now been identified across the UK.  A decision regarding the Quinton site near Stratford on Avon is still awaited.  In a recent public poll, Stratford was voted one of the top ten places to live in the UK, and the Councillor praised this achievement. Information received from Robert Weekes, SDC regarding the grass cutting contract for Henley had been forwarded to the Clerk and this matter would be discussed further with the  JPC. Cllr Marshall had been involved in the discussions with SDC regarding CCTV for the town and now urged the Council to support the proposal to have building-mounted cameras in Henley. Cllr Marshall was sad to hear that the present Committee for the Beaudesert and Henley in Arden Allotment Association had resigned due to difficulties with the JPC and hoped that these could be resolved amicably.
Report from County Councillor Perry 

Cllr Perry reported that he would be attending a meeting with WCC and the Council’s representatives on Weds 22nd July to discuss traffic plans for Henley High Street and it was hoped to include the proposed bus stop enhancement works recently submitted.


	4.
	Minutes of meeting held 6th July 2009 to be confirmed and signed
The following amendments were made:
Item 8 (VB9) – Seal for Henley in Arden – should read ..’The British Library has given its consent to the seal being adopted by the Parish Council.’
Item 8 (VB12) -  Correspondence with Stratford Herald - To read ‘Correspondence should not be sent on behalf of the JPC unless resolution to this effect has been obtained through the JPC at its meetings’

Item 10 – Exchange of Information – Cllr Matheou reported that Henley in Bloom, not SDC, had been unable to contact the owners of a property near to St Nicholas church.

Following the above amendments, the minutes were then duly signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.


	5.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 15th June  2009 – for information only

Item  8 (VB6)- had now been completed.
Item 8 (VB9) Cllr Matheou confirmed that following the decision made at the last  Council meeting, trade mark registration

 for the new seal would be obtained from the Patents Office.




6.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/01231/FUL
	Extension to existing garage
	112a High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5BS
	Mr Graham Hindley

	09/01270/TREE
	Reduce and lift crown – T5 Cedar tree and T7 Cedar – removal of low limb
	Riverhouse School, Stratford Rd, Henleu in Arden B95 6AD
	Mr John Cullen



Cllr Matheou, having declared an interest in 09/01231/FUL reported in public participation that he had no personal objection

 to the proposal.The Councillor took no further part in discussion or decision-making.  The proposal, having been considered by 
the Council was agreed unanimously.

09/01270/TREE was approved subject to the consent of the Tree Officer.
7.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision





There were no decisions recorded.

 An amendment to application 09/01030/LBC which had been approved at the last meeting of the JPC was received from the 
Planning Officer SDC.  The amendment related to the use of onduline for the replacement of 
asbestos sheets.  The Conservation 
Officer recommended another product, Corus Falzinc, which was in keeping with a conservation area use. The 
amendment


 was noted. 
8.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration

VB1-To consider CCTV provision for Henley – Following the presentation made during public participation, and the 
subsequent questions by councillors and the public it was agreed to support the proposal for two building-mounted cameras to be 
installed in the town.  Location one to be on the side of the Police Station – junction of Station Road and High Street, and the 
second camera to house ANPR, located above One Stop convenience store, High Street. The decision was made with one 
abstention from Cllr Leech.

VB2- To consider request from the Hub at Henley to nominate a representative to attend their management Committee- 
Cllr Milson was unanimously voted as the representative from the JPC.

VB3-To consider request from St Johns Church for support towards the cost of lighting – The Chairman proposed a sum of 
£250 be awarded in keeping with previous support given by the JPC to St Johns Church.  The proposal was resolved 
unanimously.

VB4-To note results of WALC Place survey on resident’s priorities – Noted.



VB5-To consider bid for Lottery funding for Allotments- Cllr Milsom reported as Vice Chairman of the General Purposes 
Committee that five quotations had been received for the works required to develop the North side of the allotments in the town. 
It was the intention of the General Purposes Committee to submit an application to the Lottery Changing Spaces environmental 
fund to secure the full cost of development of the land and the Council’s permission was now sought to include the lowest quote 
of £11,419.03 by the preferred supplier in the bid application . Water supply would cost a further £525. If successful, the 


scheme would provide up to 15 new plots with fencing and a water supply and would make a significant contribution towards 
meeting the demand for allotments in Henley.

Some Councillors expressed concern regarding the amount of money that had been allocated to allotment projects. Cllr Milsom 
responded that the total cost of the proposed project would be raised by grant funding, the project could not go ahead if the bid 
was unsuccessful.  It was therefore agreed to accept the General Purposes recommendation to go forward with a grant application 
based on £11,944.03 for the cost of fencing and water.

VB6-To consider update on the Market Cross renovation Project-Following a recommendation by the Finance Committee, 
Cllr Matheou asked that the Council approve the sum of £1,000 from the JPC towards the total cost of the renovation project. 
£4,980 had already been secured from grant aid and the Henley Society had very kindly donated £1,200 towards the scheme. The 
Council agreed to uphold the recommendation from the Finance Committee for £1,000 contribution towards the project. Cllr 
Matheou also asked  the Council to consider custodianship of the market cross.  This would in effect mean that the responsibility 
for the upkeep of the cross would fall with the Parish Council. It was known that the land upon which the Cross was built belongs 
to WCC but they have rejected ownership of the monument.  Concerns were, that if left without an organisation or body taking 
custody 
of the cross, it would fall into significant disrepair and may not be capable of renovation at all.  A technical survey is due 
imminently that should identify the extent of renovation needed to bring the cross up to standard. Cllr Roy suggested that a 
decision on commitment to custody should be deferred until the results of the technical survey were made but in response, Cllr 
Matheou expressed his concerns that if the Parish Council did not ensure that the cross was maintained  there were no other 
‘volunteers’ to take this role on. In view of this it was agreed that the JPC should assume the role of custodians of the market cross 
and monitor condition etc. for the foreseeable future.  Cllr Roy abstained from the vote on this matter.

VB7-Mission and Vision Statement for the JPC-draft revised documents on this matter had been previously circulated to the 
Council. Following a question from Cllr Leech, Cllr Milsom as Chair of the Emergency Committee commented that the mission 
statement could not exclude the reference to minimise as far as possible, the effects of flooding as this was inherent in the Terms 
of Reference for the Emergency Committee. It was therefore agreed to adopt the mission statement as set out.  Item three on the 
manifesto should read ‘to manage flood and any other emergency risks in the town’.  The manifesto was also duly agreed with 
this change.

VB8- To discuss properties in St Nicholas Road and Arden Road which are in need of attention- Cllr C Goodman asked for 
the Council’s agreement to letters being sent to the owners of two properties in the town which were in a poor state and had been 
left unattended for a considerable time. It was agreed unanimously to support the Councillor’s request and the Clerk would write 
to the owners in due course.

VB9- To consider letter from Mr Amor, Henley Market Sales-The Council had received a letter from Mr Amor on 8 July 
2009 regarding response to our request for the site to be tidied up.  In view of the photographs shown of the site by a member of 
the public who had attended  the Parish Council meeting to complain about the poor state of the market site, it was agreed that Mr 
Amor had not made any effort to maintain the land in a satisfactory state.  Previous letters to the manager of the market had not 
resulted in work being carried out therefore it was agreed that a letter be sent by the Clerk to the landlords of the site to request 
that the site is kept clear of rubbish and weeds.

9. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports

Minutes of the Emergency Committee held 1st July 2009 and the Finance and Asset Management Committee held 6th July 
2009 were duly received and noted.

10.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.
Cllr C Goodman-asked why tree works in the High Street had ceased before completion. The Clerk would look into this.
Cllr Hadley- reported that he had been in discussion with Warwickshire College regarding the possibility of a cinema club and other social activities being run at the College site and would keep Councillors informed of developments. An Open Day for the new Sports Centre on Saturday 5th September was also being publicised. Congratulations were given to Ray Holding and his team at Henley Heritage Centre for their success in achieving third prize in the Best kept Village competition (History and Heritage Category). 
Cllr Leech asked if a review of the notice board outside the Guild Hall could be made as it was becoming unsightly.  The Court Leet would be consulted.  
The Clerk –Thanked Councillors who had already communicated their comments regarding the busboard proposals to her.  Please could any other Councillors wishing to make representations let the Clerk have their comments before the 24th July.  These would be passed on the WCC. Training for Planning matters was being delivered by Pat Reid, Head of Planning Services,, SDC on Monday 10th August at 6pm. Apologies were offered to Cllr Dalman whose name was not included on list of Councillors on the JPC Planning Committee – Mrs Dalman is a member of this group. 
11.   To authorise the signing of orders for payment

00059-Society for Local Council Clerks- Working with your Council Training Manual - £19.50

00060-Fairways Contracting Ltd- Grass cutting contract for July 2009- £736.10

00061-Mrs J Walsh- salary for July 2009-£1,249.06

00062- Trueline Print-summer newsletter-£160.00

00063-Petty Cash-£100.00

00064-Ricoh-photocopying costs- Jun-Aug 09- £93.32

00065- J Vale- Grounds maintenance service July 2009- £420.00

00066-Society of Local Council Clerks – annual subscription- £149.00

00067- Edge Designs Ltd- Accounting software set up and year one costs- £672.75

12.     Publications and other items of interest


Minutes of the resident’s Association meeting held 8th July and the July Rural Services Community Newsletter were 
both available from the Clerk.
13.
The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remaining 
business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present during 
consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A to the said 
Act”
      14.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting will be held on Monday 3rd August  2009 at 7.15pm
Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman   3rd August 2009
