Minutes JPC – 21/12/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 21st December 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.50pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs:L Goodman (Chairman), C Milsom, S Roy, C Goodman, G Matheou, D Hadley, R Hubbocks, W Leech,  and J Love.
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk, County Councillor Mike Perry, District Councillor S Thirlwell and L Marshall. 
 There were 8 members of the public present.

Those present were asked to switch off mobile telephones or other recording devices before commencement of proceedings. 
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs. Haycock and Dalman.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).
Councillors made the following declarations with respect to item 14 – community grants:
Les Goodman – Xmas Lights working Party, Royal British Legion
Carsina Goodman- Neighbourhood Watch

Sheila Roy –Xmas Lights Working Party

Chris Milsom – Xmas Lights Working Party, Royal British Legion
Bill Leech – Court Leet, T.I.C.Editor, Henley News On-line

John Love- Henley in Bloom, Court Leet, Royal British Legion

Roger Hubbocks- Royal British Legion

David Hadley- Royal British Legion



	3.
	Public participation session 

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
Mr A Yarwood – 7 Brook End Drive – wished to support the community grant application for Henley in Bloom.

 As its Treasurer, Mr Yarwood reported that the grant was requested to meet the additional cost in 2010 of

 replacement of metal troughs around the town at an approximate cost of £2k. 

Mrs A Walker – 8 Barley Close, asked if consideration could be made to extend gritting of roads to Barley Close and 

Harris Close. The Chairman explained that Warwickshire County Council (WCC) had responsibility for this service
although provision of the grit bins fell to the Parish Council.  WCC would replenish the bins with supplies but would 

not undertake footpath gritting or any minor roads unless very high risk.  Cllr Perry explained that a letter had been 

sent to WCC requesting additional areas that required attendance, and hoped that as stocks were well up on last year, 

that some consideration of extra work would be made.  


	4.
	Reports from County and District Councillors
Cllr Perry provided information on fatalities in the West Midlands due to swine flu. Due to the level of responses given at the recent fire service review meetings held around the County, the date for a final decision on the provision was likely to be deferred until later than the originally proposed date of February 2010.  The culprit who placed graffiti on the Hub walls has been apprehended and will clean the paint as part of a community service order. It was also noted that Rob Mc Clusky would be taking over as Youth Worker for Henley in the New Year.
Cllr Thirlwell reported that although senior citizens parking passes enabled concessions at the Recreation Ground car park in Stratford, this scheme has been extended to include Windsor Street from October to March to enable closer proximity to the town centre.
Cllr Marshall reported that a planning application for provision of CCTV in Henley was pending.  He also extended his thanks to the Christmas Lights Working Party for the splendid display in the town and many other Councillors joined Cllr Marshall in his congratulations to Cllr Les Goodman and his sterling work to make each year’s display better than the last.


	5.
	Minutes of meeting held 7th December 2009 to be confirmed and signed
The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.


	6.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 7th December 2009 – for information only
There were no items to report.



7.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/02389/LBC
	Proposed new floor joists, new wall plate, installation of boarding under second floor joists and amendment of windows
	98 High St, Henley in Arden, B95 5BY
	MPA Financial Management

	09/02111/LBC
	Removal of asbestos roof sheets and lean-to at rear of property and replacement with slates
	133a High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5AU
	1Mr J A Hodkins and Mrs HA Howe

	09/02469/FUL
	Conversion of existing buildings to form 3 holiday lets
	Whitehall Farm, Buckley Green,

B95 5QE
	Mr P Horne


The Council resolved the following regarding the above applications
98 High Street – The Council had no objections to this application.

133a High Street – The Council had no objections provided that health and safety compliances are met by the approved contractor for asbestos removal.

Whitehall Farm – The Council had no objection provided that the dwellings were not designated as suitable for all year round  use (ie permanent dwellings) and that further development of the site should not take place.

The Chairman also reported on an application for an amendment to a Street Traders Licence on the A3400 to include a flower stall which had come before the Parish Council for comment in October 2009.  As the Council had objected to this application, representatives from the Parish Council will attend SDC when it comes before the General Purposes Committee on 12th January 2010.

8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision



	09/01767/FUL (Also LBC)
	Change of use of 223 High St from office to residential use and incorporation into 225 High St including 2 storey extension, glazed roof, replacement of flat roof dormer with pitch roof dormer.
	225 High Street, Henley in Arden, B95 5BG
	No objections
	PERMISSION with conditions

	09/02033/TREE
	T1 sycamore reduce 30%

T2 lime reduce 50%

T3 ash Reduce 50%

T4 x3 prunus – fell

T5 yew reduce 50%
	77 High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5AT
	No objections subject to Tree Officer 
	CONSENT with conditions



The decisions were noted.

9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration
VB1- To approve the Precept for 2010/11 –The Chairman reported on the draft Precept which had been recommended to the Council by the Finance and Asset Management Committee.  Councillor Leech, a member of the Finance Committee who had unanimously agreed to recommend the budget as set out, commented that he wished to raise questions regarding the level of increase for communications and salaries costs.  The Chairman responded by explaining that the overall increase in next year’s Precept represented less than a half a percent increase on the current year and this should be welcomed by the  Council.  The Council resolved to approve the Precept as set out (proposed by Cllr Matheou, seconded Cllr Hubbocks).  Cllr Leech’s vote against the resolution was recorded.
VB2- To consider response to a letter from Warwickshire Rural Community Council regarding raising of rural issues – the contents were noted.

VB3- To note recycling arrangements over Xmas period – noted.

VB4- To consider recommendation from the General Purposes Committee regarding the Medical Centre pond- 
Cllr Hubbocks, Chairman of the GPC, asked Cllr Hadley, who had been leading this project to report and he did so as follows: The GPC at its meeting on 17th December 2009, had received a presentation by Julie Turner of Warwickshire Wildlife Trust (WWT) regarding proposals for the Trust to develop the pond into an educational and environmental resource; thus protecting the future of  the greater crested newts which inhabit the pond (a protected species by legislation) and ensuring that the pond would be aesthetically improved in its appearance for the community and visitors using the area.  The Council’s approval was sought to ratify the recommendation made by the GPC that the Council agree in principle to permit WWT to pursue funding opportunities to progress the development of the pond as set out.  It was noted that there would be no financial burden on the Council in respect of this work and that full risk assessments and other insurance compliances for public liability etc. would be met by WWT.  The Council agreed unanimously to grant WWT permission to proceed with funding applications and thanked Cllr Hadley all those involved in taking the project to this stage for their support.
VB5- To consider information from Stratford District Council regarding Play Builder funding – The General Purposes Committee were asked to look at enxtending/enhancing play facilities with the possible support of this funding.

VB6- To note information from the Norton Foundation regarding funding opportunities for young people – noted.

VB7- To note award of Certificate in Local Council Administration for the Parish Clerk – The Chairman congratulated Mrs Walsh on achieving the CiLCA award and duly presented her with the Certificate.  Mrs Walsh thanked everyone for a most enjoyable first year of service and gave thanks to all the Councillors who had offered their support over the past year.

 10. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports
Emergency Committee – 2nd December 2009, Finance and Asset Management Committee 7th December 2009. The minutes were noted and approved.
11.
Any other business – exchange of information
Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making
Cllr S Roy thanked the Stratford Herald for their coverage of the recent switch on of the Henley Christmas lights.
The Chairman reported that he had received a quotation from a supplier to replace seven broken panels in the BT telephone kiosk recently adopted by the Council.  This item would appear on the agenda for meeting on 18th January 2010. Suggestions for uses of the kiosk would also be included on this item.

The Chairman also asked for consideration in the new year of starting Council surgeries for residents.  Mr Trinder, who was present at the meeting, confirmed that a room in the Baptist Church Hall could be made available on Saturday mornings when the coffee mornings are held.  This item will also appear on the next Council agenda.

12. To authorise the orders for payment

 000114- D W Clark – Flood relief works at Jubilee play area (cost subsidized by grant) £4,111.25

000115-Fairways Contracting Ltd- grass cutting for December 2009- £736.10


000116-Warwickshire and Solihull Training Partnership- planning training course fees- £150.00

000117-Petty cash reimbursement Nov/Dec 2009-£73.18


000118- Jon Vale – maintenance fees for December 2009 - £310.00


000119-Warwickshire Association of Local Councils- QS registration fee - £115.00

13.
Publications and other items of interest

There were no items reported.

14.
Under Section 100(A) of the Local Government Act 1972, in view of the (special)(confidential)* nature of the business about to be 
transacted, it is advisable in the public interest, as if members of the public were present during the consideration of such business, there 
would be disclosure to them of exempt information under paras 1 and 11 of Part 1 Schedule 12A of the above Act, that the public be 
temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw”
To approve award of community grants for 2010
It as resolved that the Council, in accordance with its powers under sections 137,142 and 145 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which is, in the opinion of the Council, in the interests of the area, or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:
	Applicant Organisation
	Amount Granted £

	Town Improvement Committee
	6,000

	Guild Hall Trust
	2,000

	Henley in Bloom
	3,000

	Henley Scouts
	500

	Xmas Lights Working Party
	3,000

	Henley Heritage and Visitor Centre
	2,200

	Henley Royal British Legion
	800

	St Johns Church, Henley
	200

	Henley Neighbourhood Watch
	126

	Henley Evergreen Club
	100

	Henmen
	100


To review Clerks salary and annual leave – It was agreed that the Clerk would receive one day’s pay in lieu of annual leave not taken in 2009 and one day’s annual leave carried forward to 2010.  Pay would be increased following successful completion of CiLCA, and one year’s completion of service in accordance with NALC guidelines and Contract of Employment to SCP 26 with effect from 1st January 2010.
15.
Date and Time of next meeting


To confirm the date of the next meeting which is scheduled for Monday 18th January  2010.
Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman  18th January 2010
