Minutes JPC – 21/09/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 21st September 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 7.55pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs:R Hubbocks (Vice Chair), C Milsom, S Roy, D Hadley, N Haycock and J Love.
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk, County Councillor M Perry and District Councillor L Marshall.
 There were 3 members of the public present.

Those present were asked to switch off mobile telephones or other recording devices before commencement of proceedings.
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Cllrs L Goodman, C Goodman, G Matheou, B Leech, S Dalman, K Mitchell and S Thirlwell.  Cllr Hubbocks (Vice Chairman), took the Chair in Cllr Goodman’s absence.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).

There were no declarations.


	3.
	Public participation session 

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
There were no members of the public wishing to speak.



	4.
	Reports from County and District Councillors
Cllr Perry reported that following recent media coverage on Members Allowances he wished to advise the Council of the accurate information relating to the matter which was that an independent remuneration panel had resulted in there being no increase to allowances.  In addition, claims would be limited to only 85% of the full amount claimed, the remaining 15% being held back until any necessary training that was required had been undertaken.  Cllr Perry also reminded the Council that much of the work undertaken by County and District Councillors is unremunerated, such as attending meetings at local Parishes.  Telephone and other administrative costs were also borne out of Members own pockets with no reimbursement. 
In relation to the Fire Service provision review currently being undertaken by WCC, Cllr Perry reiterated his earlier concerns regarding adverse media coverage which was in danger of sensationalising a subject which had been dealt with by the County in a responsible way.  Information regarding proposed changes to fire service provision (which did not affect Henley in Arden), is available from the Parish Clerk but the County Councillor wished to stress that any rationalisation of existing resources would be re-deployed in areas that reflected current emergency services needs.  For example, the provision of a boat in Stratford on Avon could be a more effective use of resources than enhancement of conventional fire station equipment.  There will be a series of consultation meetings in the oncoming months where residents will have to opportunity to raise any questions with officers of the service and Councillors.
Regarding flood defence monies of £25k, Cllr Perry confirmed that this amount would be secured for Henley.  Delays in obtaining CCTV footage of the hardest hit areas of flooding would not prejudice the Council’s rights.

Cllr Marshall reported that the West Area Committee were planning to bring forward their next meeting in order to synchronise with the above consultations for the fire service and stressed that District Councillors were opposed to any plans involving reduced service provision. With regard to planning matters, it was noted that further discussions were in place at SDC to enable more democratic/speedy handling of planning applications in an effort to avoid applications being referred to a second committee before a decision could be made. 
SDC and WCC are working in partnership to offer small grants for economic vitality in support of local events and festivals held in the Stratford area.  Application details were forwarded to the Clerk. 
Cllr Marshall gave his support for the JPC podcasts that were due to be included on the JPC website in the near future.


	5.
	Minutes of meeting held 7th September 2009 to be confirmed and signed
The minutes were duly signed by the Vice Chairman as a true record of the meeting.


	6.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 7th September  2009 – for information only

VB13- Sign outside the Barbers Shop, High Street, Henley - the Clerk confirmed that the Chairman had spoken to the

 proprietor regarding this matter.


7.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/01511/FUL
	Demolition of existing house, stables and agricultural building.  Erection of replacement dwelling and extension to existing stable block.
	Fosters Farm,  Ullenhall, Henley in Arden B95 5NE
	Mr T E Bucknall

	09/01747/TREE
	2 Ash – fell
	49/49a High St, Henley in Arden B95 5AA
	Mrs Jane Booth

	09/01592/FUL
	Lower boundary brick wall and insert railings
	98 High St, Henley in Arden B95 5BY
	MPA Financial Management

	09/01607/FUL
	Erection of single storey rear extension (retrospective)
	120 High St, Henley in Arden B95 5BS
	Mr M A Hughes

	09/01669/TREE
	2 pines – fell due to dying

T1 sycamore – reduce crown 
	Leigh House, Stratford Rd, Henley in Arden B95 6AE
	Mrs Brenda Harding


The Council noted the letter of support from applicant reference Fosters Farm, Ullenhall, B955NE.  The Chairman reported the recommendations of the Planning Committee were to refer the two tree applications to the Tree Officer; Fosters Farm – no objections as scheme now fell within 30% rule (Cllr Marshall also registered his support for this application); 120 High Street, B95 5BS – no objections to retrospective application provided materials used are in keeping with conservation area guidelines and 98 High Street –B95 5BY – no objections.
8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision



	09/01508/TREE
	T1 lime – reduce canopy to 1.5mtrs
	77 High St, Henley in Arden B95 5AT`
	Tree Officer
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/01378/TREE
	T1 yew – reduce to boundary

T3 ash- reduce to boundary
	Henley Baptist Church,

High Street, B95 5BS
	Tree Officer
	CONSENT with conditions


The District Council’s decisions were noted.

9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration
VB1
To note letter from resident regarding planning application for Fosters Farm, Ullenhall –This letter was considered under 
Item 7 – Planning Applications
VB2
To consider recommendation from the Emergency Committee regarding flood defences at the Jubilee Play Area- Cllr 
Milsom, Chairman of the Emergency Committee, reported that he had received 3 quotations for flood defence works around the 
Jubilee Play following its identification as an area of high risk in the event of flooding.  Construction of a soak-away on Castle 
Road and a further drainage ditch on the Jubilee Play area would take excess water away from the hillside and Mount to protect 
houses on Chingley Bank from risk of flooding.  The preferred supplier’s quotation was for a total of £3,575. It was noted that 
£3,200 had been given to the Parish Council by SDC for flood relief works and that the remaining money was available from the 
JPC budget for emergency planning. Cllr Milsom’s proposal for approval to place an order for the above works was granted 
unanimously.
VB3
To note letter of thanks from Henley in Arden TIC – The letter was noted.

VB4
To note closure of accounts for 2008/9- The Clerk reported that the External Auditor had now signed the annual accounts for 
2008/9 as unqualified (approved without further questions).  Following a Councillor’s question regarding the appointment of an 
Internal Auditor, the Clerk reported that an advertisement had been placed for this post commencing March 2010 and clarified 
that whilst the appointment of Internal Auditor was at the Council’s discretion, External Auditors are pre-selected by government, 
therefore Parish Councils have no choice in which firm conducts the audit.  Clement Keys were the appointed External Auditors 
for Warwickshire.
VB5
To consider recommendation from Planning Committee regarding 62a Arden Rd, Henley – The Chairman reported that this 
matter would be referred to the Planning Committee for further discussion pending additional information relating to the site.
     10. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports

Minutes of the Business and Employment Committee held 1st September 2009, Emergency Committee held 2nd September 2009 
and the Finance and Asset Management Committee held 7th September were duly noted.
     11.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.
Cllr Haycock extended his congratulations to Johnsons Coaches for a highly successful charity fund-raising event held last weekend.  These views were shared by other Councillors present and agreed that more events of this kind could benefit the town.
The Clerk reported on the following: 1)All present were asked to note the Council’s new email address for their records, 2) Notification had been received from WCC that the timescale for implemtation of the proposed parking changes in Henley was due for January 2010,  3) Booklets on advice for energy-saving were available from Clerk if requested, 4) Cllr Roy was unable to attend the Community Arts Group meeting at Henley High School on 24th September 2009.  Cllr Milsom had kindly agreed to represent the Council at this venue.
12.    To authorise the signing of orders for payment
00076- SLCC-CiLCA training fees, Parish Clerk, £90.00

00077-Mrs J Walsh – Salary for September2009-£1,249.26

00078- BT Payphones- adoption fee for telephone kiosk in Henley-£1.00

00079-Fairways Contracting Ltd-Grass cutting fees for September-£736.10

00080-RC Window Cleaning Ltd- bus shelter cleaning for September- £45.00

00081- Malcolm Dyson- stationery for parish office - £18.25

00082- Clement Keys Accountants – audit fees for 2008/9- £460.00

00083-IT Care – investigation of computer problems- £149.50*
00084-J Vale- Grounds maintenance for September 2009- £497.75*

*The Clerk asked Councillors to note two changes of amounts from the published agenda which were as follows:

00083-IT Care – investigation of computer problems- £149.50 (agenda displayed £65.00)

00084-J Vale- Grounds maintenance for September 2009- £497.75 (agenda displayed £420.00)
The Clerk apologised for the error on the agenda.
The payments were duly authorised.
13.     Publications and other items of interest
14. The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remaining business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present during consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A to the said Act”
CPRE’s newsletter ‘Outlook’ was available in the Parish Office.
      15.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting will be held on Monday 5th October  2009 at 7.15pm
Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman   5th October 2009
