Minutes JPC – 02/11/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 2nd November 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.25pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs:L Goodman (Chairman), C Milsom, S Roy, C Goodman, G Matheou, S Dalman, D Hadley, R Hubbocks and J Love.
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk, County Councillor Mike Perry, District Councillor S Thirlwell.  
 There was one member of the public present.

Those present were asked to switch off mobile telephones or other recording devices before commencement of proceedings. 
The Chairman briefly reported on the absence of Councillor Haycock who has been ill since suffering a stroke.  The Council’s good 

wishes for a speedy recovery have been  sent to the Councillor’s family.
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Marshall, Leech and Haycock.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).
There were no declarations made.


	3.
	Public participation session 

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
There were no representations from the public.


	4.
	Reports from County and District Councillors
Cllr Perry reported the following: work had now been undertaken to repair pot-holes etc. on the High Street. A meeting to discuss the Henley parking review had been held recently and objections to the proposals at Rose Avenue, School Road and Beaudesert Lane, although  it was noted that 2, possibly 3 new spaces may be created on the High Street as a result of the changes. Parking problems at the Primary Schools had been reported due to parents dropping off children too close to the school entrance.  A meeting with Cllr Mitchell and the schools would be held shortly to try to resolve the matter.  A review of speeding on C and D roads is being conducted and whilst surveying is costly, speeding tabs will be used and a report issued in the new year. Regarding the market cross conservation project, Cllr Perry would be discussing timescales for the groundworks to be undertaken by WCC as soon as possible. Cllr Matheou stated that consideration should be given to out-sourcing the works if WCC could not meet the JPC’s preferred target of completion by 4th December 2009. Winter gritting information has been circulated to Councils and the Clerk has a copy of the detailed routes etc. for 2009/10.  Cllr Perry added that County were well-stocked with grit and sand and may be able to consider extending the routes to incorporate smaller, but well used minor roads if black spots exist. Required work on Glenhurst Road was reported as being underway and Cllr Perry’s final information was that opening times for the Park and Ride in Stratford on Avon would be extended to 10pm on the four Thursdays in the run-up to Christmas.
Cllr Thirlwell reported that new Parish Councillors would soon be able to receive induction training from SDC when they commence service.  Existing Councillors who may also wish to receive training can make use of the scheme. The next Community Forum meeting will be held on 11th November at the Memorial Hall, Henley.  Cllr Thirlwell, who is chair of the Henley and Studley Forum, stated that he would prefer to defer full discussion on the Fire Service Review until the consultation meeting on Studley Fire Station had been held in order to ensure that an open and unbiased view is given at the Henley consultation meeting on 18th November.  The Council concurred with this view. Cllr Thirlwell was also pleased to report that cash funding from WCC had assisted with the provision of small recycling bins for properties unable to cope with the main recycling bins issued by the District Council.  There were also plans to extend recycling facilities to include foil, yogurt pots and plastic food trays to items that can be placed in the recycling collections.  


	5.
	Minutes of meeting held 19th October  2009 to be confirmed and signed
The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.


	6.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 19th October  2009 – for information only
Councillor Matheou noted that  Cllr Leech, Editor of Henley News On line, had published an article that included a statement 

that the Parish Council did not permit the publication of the Seal of Henley on his newsletter when in fact, the Council had 

given their express consent in writing to this in an email sent by the Clerk.  The Clerk confirmed that this was the case. 

The Chairman pointed out that if the Cllr wished to determine a response, he would have to raise the matter on the agenda for 
the next meeting as discussion could not be entered into during Matters Arising. 



7.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/02009/LBC
	Replacement of oak truss for office, oak frame with glass infill to gable over staircase, replacement handrail, string and balustrading to staircase.
	98 High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5BY
	MPA Financial Management

	09/02033/TREE
	T2 lime – reduce crown 50%

T3 Ash – reduce crown 50%

T4 x 3 prunus – fell

T5 yew – reduce 50%
	77 High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5AT
	Niall Conway Treework Ltd

	09/02131/TPO
	T1 Ash – reduce crown 50%
	9 Brook End Close, Henley in Arden 
	Mr and Mrs Sharman


The Council resolved the following with regard to the above applications:
98 High Street: The Council had no objections subject to the proposals being in-keeping with the existing Planning Consent.

77 High Street and 9 Brook End Close – No objections subject to the recommendations of the Tree Officer.

8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision



	09/01231/FUL
	Extension of  existing garage
	112A High St, Henley in Arden B95 5BS
	No objections subject to Conservation Officer recommendations
	PERMISSION with conditions


9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration
VB1
To Approve the Council’s revised Emergency Plan- Cllr Milsom reported that following the information made available in the Parish Office, he was now seeking the Council’s approval of the revised Plan as set out.  This was agreed unanimously.
VB2
To note the Parish Council’s membership of the Rural Service Network – Noted.

VB3
To nominate representatives to attend Henley High School Remembrance Concert on 10th November 2009- Councillors Milsom, C Goodman and Hubbocks would attend.  The Chairman reported that he would also be attending, but in his capacity as Chairman of the Royal British Legion for Henley.

VB4
To consider quotation for tree works on Jubilee and Littleworth fields – The Chairman reported that he had received a quotation of £130 to undertake necessary works in the above areas of JPC land and sought the Council’s approval for this work to go ahead.  This was agreed unanimously. 
VB5
To note letter from Royal British Legion regarding Remembrance Day Services. –Noted.

VB6
To note amendments to calendar of JPC meetings in 2010- The Chairman report that the first meeting scheduled for 4th January was now cancelled.  The meeting dates in February shall be Monday 1st and 15th, not as shown on the original list of dates.  The Clerk apologised for any inconvenience.
 10. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports

Minutes of the Business and Employment Committee held 2nd October 2009 and the Finance and Asset Management Committee held 19th October 2009 were approved.
 11.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.
Councillor C Goodman reported that vandalism to the swings on the play area over last weekend had now been repaired. Cllr Goodman had received three complaints from residents regarding the colour scheme of the S –U beauty salon on the High Street and also asked why nothing further has been reported regarding the Curtain and Blinds Shop, also on High Street.  The Clerk reported that she had not received a communication from the Enforcement Officer since his email sent on 22 September confirming that he was speaking to the proprietors that day and would let the Council know of the outcome. Other Councillors expressed their concern regarding infringements to Conservation Area rules on colour schemes etc. which seemed to be springing up around the High Street and the Clerk added that correspondence would be pursued to the highest level in order to obtain a satisfactory response to our issues on this matter.
Councillor Roy echoed Cllr Goodman’s comments on Enforcement and asked if there had been any progress on the illuminated sign at the barbers shop. The Chairman had been advised by the proprietor that a planning application had been submitted for permission to display the sign, but no communication has been received to this effect from SDC.  This would be added to the list of items for Planning to respond to by the Clerk.  Cllr Roy further expressed her disappointment regarding the felling of a tree in Chingley Bank.  It was noted however, that the tree had been the source of many complaints over a period of time, and as there was no TPO on the tree, it had been felled.

Councillor Hubbocks reported that he would let the Clerk have a copy of a letter from the Department of Transport to the Chair of the Shakespeare Line Committee informing them that the timescale for Access for All modifications to Henley Station would not be initiated until 2013.  The Cllr expressed his dismay that the schedule appeared to have been further put-back in respect of the Henley station and informed the Council that he would be urging a further response from Shakespeare Line to that effect. This item would be placed on the JPC agenda for discussion on 16th November 2009. Cllr Hubbocks further reported that there had been many complaints regarding the re-instatement of the defined public footpath which runs from the allotments to the Arden Way and beyond.  These changes had been brought about by discussions between WCC as the footpath authority, and the owner of the private land adjacent to the footpath.  Gates were being installed to provide access to both parts of the path and Cllr Hubbocks asked that any queries/complaints regarding the path should be directed to the Footpaths Officer at WCC as it was not a matter upon which the Parish Council had jurisdiction. There had been some consideration of further improvements to the footpath being undertaken by the Community Payback Team and there will be a meeting with their Co ordinator later this week to discuss this, and other possible projects for them to undertake in the town.
Councillor Matheou reported on several items as follows: Henley in Bloom had now removed the planters from the base of the market cross prior to conservation work being undertaken following consent from English Heritage to undertake the works.  Cllr Matheou would be discussing a proposed timescale for work to the railings with the approved supplier in due course. County Councillor Mike Perry was also in consultations with Paul Cowley at WCC regarding the groundwork programme and Cllr Matheou added that the possibility of out-sourcing these works to a third party would be investigated if necessary. Cllr Matheou stressed that if at all possible, the target date for completion of early December would be met. 

A business initiative grant application had been submitted to SDC with a view to devising events in Henley that would promote tourism/business.  The Court Leet had kindly agreed to assist in this process. Also linked to marketing, the website podcast would soon be available in draft form for the Council to approve.  Further information would be available in the near future. It was noted that a reference to extra spending by the Council on Communications in the Henley News On Line newsletter, was inaccurate in that £3,000 of the budget shown in the Parish accounts was in respect of an original grant for communication awarded to the Council in 2007/8. This figure was therefore not raised from the Precept as implied in the article published last week.
There would be a meeting with James Plaskitt MP and Council representatives next week to discuss the future of the railway station development. Councillors were asked to support the Court Leet by attending the Guild Hall lunch on 15th November (tickets from High Bailiff) and confirmed that due to the illness of Cllr Haycock, for the present time, Cllr Matheou would assume the role of Council representative on climate change and sustainability matters.

Councillor Hadley reported that he had received a communication from The Lord Lieutenants Office, WCC notifying him that Henley in Bloom were being considered for assessment for the Queens Award for Voluntary Service.  The Clerk added that she had also received a similar letter in respect of the Parish Council’s submission for the same award for Henley Heart Start. Councillor Hadley added that the war memorial at the College had now been restored and a Remembrance service would be held on Thursday 5th November at 11.00am. Also at the College, progress with the local cinema club was being made despite delays due to health and safety compliances.
The Chairman reported that there will be Remembrance Services at St Johns Church on 8th November, concert at the High School on 10th November at 7.30pm and a two minute silence on 11th November followed by service at 11.00am, also at St Johns church. 
The Chairman asked if consideration could be given to a clean-up of the medical centre pond.  This matter will be raised on the agenda for next meeting of the Council. 
12.    To authorise the signing of orders for payment

Please note cheque number 000100 was cancelled.
000095- Henley Metal Products – railings for market cross (grant support for this expense) - £1,872.20

000096- Jon Vale- remaining maintenance fees for September 2009- £105.00

000097-John Hicks & Associates- inspection of play equipment third qtr year- £119.60 

000098-Warwickshire CC- repairs to street lighting- Riverlands- £106.28 

000099- Smiths of Derby- St Johns Church Clock maintenance charges for 2009- £204.70

000100-Cancelled
000101- Malcolm Dyson-Stationery for parish office-£26.45

000102- Royal British Legion- Poppy Day wreath-£20.00

13.     Publications and other items of interest
          There were no items presented. 
14. The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remaining business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present during consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A to the said Act”
There were no items for private session 
      15.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting will be held on Monday 16th November  2009 at 7.15pm
Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman  2nd November 2009
