Minutes JPC – 03/08/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 3rd August 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.45pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs: L Goodman (Chair), S Roy, S Dalman, C.Goodman, D Hadley , N Haycock, , W. Leech, J Love, G Matheou, R Hubbocks
and C.Milsom.

 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk , County Councillor M Perry, District Councillors S Thirlwell and G Atkinson.
 There were 9 members of the public present.

Those present were asked to switch off mobile telephones or other recording devices before commencement of proceedings.
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Cllr Marshall gave his apologies for this meeting.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).

There were no declarations made.


	3.
	Public participation session and Reports from County Councillor and District Councillors

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
Mrs Susan Hunt, 62 Arden Rd, Henley in Arden, wished to respond to a letter which had been sent to her by the

 Clerk on behalf of the JPC to request that she attend to tidying up the frontage of her property.  A copy of the Clerk’s 

letter had been circulated to all Councillors. Mrs Hunt’s four-page letter of reply was also circulated to the Council 

prior to the meeting. Mrs Hunt asked why a letter had been sent rather than her being contacted in person and why her 

letter had been discussed without her being present. The Chairman explained that Mrs Hunt’s letter would be 

discussed for the first time during this meeting and that the letter sent by the Clerk was merely a polite request for her 

property to be kept tidy.  A full discussion of the matter would be made later in the meeting.

Mr Stephen Dorow, Droitwich House, High Street, Henley in Arden asked to read out a statement by the Beaudesert 
and Henley in Arden Allotment Association, of which until 13th July 2009, he had been Secretary. The former Chairman,

Mrs Anne Dorow, and Treasurer, Mr J Dovey, were also present at the meeting. The statement would be considered 

at the next meeting of the JPC on 17th August 2009.


	
	Report from District Councillor Thirlwell 
Cllr Thirlwell forwarded to the Clerk, copies of an information sheet which had been included in the latest ‘Parish Talk’ bulletin produced by SDC. The sheet gave useful contact telephone numbers for key services covered by District and County Councils. Cllr Thirlwell asked to be notified of any difficulties experienced in accessing the services listed in the sheet.
At the SDC Cabinet meeting held last week, it was noted that the 2010/11 budget cycle had commenced, which was earlier than in previous years. In response to the problems caused by the current economic recession, Cllr Thirlwell reported that £40k had been allocated to assist with Housing Benefit and Council Tax issues.  £31k was committed to the Rent Express Scheme and a further £20k for the Citizens Advice Bureau to assist with debt advice etc.  £100k was being allocated towards progressing applications for disabled adaptations to properties. 
Report from County Councillor Perry 

Cllr Perry reported that there would be a public meeting on Monday 17th August at 6pm in the Baptist church hall to display proposals for traffic improvements in Henley. The matter of bus boarders was being discussed on the agenda for tonight’s JPC.  Cllr Perry also extended an invitation to any residents interested in the traffic matters to attend the next Community Forum on 13th August at Wootton Wawen.
Blocked drains at Buckley Green had now been cleared and following a request made at the last JPC, Cllr Perry confirmed that residents wishing to create off-road parking for their properties where kerbs previously existed, do not need Planning Permission, but do have to pay a fee for the alteration of the highway to accommodate a drive-in from the kerb. In Stratford, the proposed Waterside Development was called in to the Cabinet after fears that Advantage West Midlands funding of £100k could be lost if the development did not go ahead, and the applications for Henley High School (Trust status) and Henley Primary School (Church of England) were both approved.


	4.
	Minutes of meeting held 20th July  2009 to be confirmed and signed
The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.


	5.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 20th July  2009 – for information only

Item 8 – VB1 – CCTV for Henley – Cllr Leech reported that he had obtained further information regarding the size of 

camera that could be used to accommodate APNR and his findings indicated that a smaller, dome-style camera could 

be used.  The Chairman confirmed that all relevant information would be considered when the Planning Application for

CCTV was received by the JPC.


6.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/01321/FUL
	Two-storey rear and single storey side extension
	Rosedene, Chestnut Walk, Henley in Arden, B95 5JN
	Mr Simon Watkins

	09/01368/FUL
	Proposed alterations and extension to existing bungalow
	12 Alne Close,  Henley in Arden, B95 5JZ
	Mr Frank Taylor

	09/01319/FUL
	Proposed demolition of existing dble garage & proposed first floor & two-storey extension
	The Orchards, Buckley Green, Henley in Arden, 

B95 5QF
	Mr David Mitchell

	09/01262/FUL
	Single storey pitched roof extension
	Whitley Farm, Edge Lane, Henley in Arden, B95 5DT
	Mr Steven Arkell

	09/01378/TREE
	T1,2 Yew – reduce overhang

T3 (unknown) reduce overhang
	Henley Baptist Church, High Street, Henley in Arden 

B95 5BS
	Miss Kate Dale

	09/01376/TREE
	T1 Ash – reduce crown by 20% and thin 15%
	65-67 High Street, Henley in Arden, B95 5AT
	Mr Philip Hewitson


The Chairman reported that recommendations from the Planning Committee held 30th July 2009 were as follows:
09/01321/FUL – No objection, subject to confirmation that 30% rule had not been breached.

09/01368/FUL – No objection (it was noted that access to/from the site was not a Planning matter)

09/01319/FUL – No objection – new design would improve the aesthetic appearance of the property but should also comply with 30% rule.
09/1262/FUL- No objections.

09/01378/TREE and 09/01376/TREE – No objection, subject to approval by the Tree Officer.  


The above recommendations were carried unanimously.


Councillors were also reminded that there will be a Planning training session on Monday 10th August 2009 at 6pm in the

 Baptist Church Hall.   All Councillors are welcome to attend.
7.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision



	09/01157/TREE
	T1 and T3 cypress felling, T4 and 5 cypress reduce 25%
	1 The Yew Trees, 154 High St, Henley in Arden B95 5BN
	Consent subject to Tree Officer
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/00961/FUL
	Conservatory at rear
	6 Harris Mews, Henley in Arden, B95 5DN
	No objection
	PERMISSION with conditions

	09/01050/TREE
	T1 birch, fell
	19 The Croft, Henley in Arden B95 5DY
	Consent subject to Tree Officer
	CONSENT with conditions



The decisions were noted. 
8.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration

VB1-To discuss use of the Probation Service in Henley –Cllr Hubbocks outlined responses to questions asked by the JPC
at a previous meeting regarding the proposed liaison with the Probation Service. The ‘Community Pay-Back’ Team would not use convicts, but individuals who are serving Community Service Orders.  The age range would be 18 years, occasionally youngsters of 16+ could be involved. They would be wearing jackets that identify the scheme they are working for and would be supervised at all times.  Cllr Hubbocks added that work had been identified for the Team including grounds maintenance in the churchyard and various tasks raised at the General Purposes Committee’s Maintenance Group.  There were also other organisations in Henley that were interested in using the Team.  It was agreed to invite the organiser of the Scheme, Mr Dalman, to attend the next meeting of the JPC. 

VB2- To discuss grass-cutting contract for Henley- A resident who attended the last JPC meeting had asked for discussion on this matter following circulation of photographs he had recently taken showing poor cutting and no clearance of mowings following the cutting being carried out.  Cllr Laurence had been in contact with Robert Weekes, at SDC regarding this matter who had suggested that the Council consider withdrawing from the District Contract in favour of providing our own grass-cutting contractors.  The Chairman confirmed that this would not be a viable alternative due to the financial differentials in providing a separate contract and even if this was a possibility, the present contract could not be reviewed until March 2010.  It was agreed that the photographs be sent to Mr Weekes expressing the Council’s disappointment in the level of service received this year.
VB3- To consider response to WCC bus boarder proposals for the High Street- The JPC’s comments on the proposals had been sent to WCC and a response from the Principal Transport Planner had been received.  Councillor Leech wished to re-iterate his request that the yellow bus stop markings be removed as they were in congruous with a Conservation Area. However, WCC had confirmed that the scheme had been designed in conjunction with the Area Design Team who had taken into consideration this aspect when approving the layout. 

VB4- To consider response to consultation on WCC Local Traffic Improvements Plan for Henley- Cllr Perry had earlier expressed his support for the opportunity of a public meeting in order for residents and Councillors to consult on the traffic proposals. The one-hour meeting, on Monday 17th August 2009, would enable plans to be displayed and residents questions answered.  Details of the meeting had been circulated in the JPC Newsletter sent out to all homes in Henley.
VB5- To note letter of thanks from Henley Parish Church- The contents of the PCC’s letter were noted.
VB6-To consider letter from resident regarding request to clean frontage of property – The Chairman proposed that due to the confidential nature of the contents of the letter, that this item be discussed in Private Session.  This was unanimously agreed.
9. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports

Minutes of the General Purposed Committee held 20th July 2009 were agreed and duly noted.
10.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.
Cllr C Goodman reported that the outcome of an investigation by the Tree Officer regarding radical pruning of yew trees with TPOs on them at Ashbury Court would be notified in due course.

Cllr R Hubbocks reported that it was a privilege and pleasure to represent the Parish Council at the Royal Garden party held last week. 

Cllr S Roy asked for enquiries to be made into repairs to the damaged lamp standard on Riverlands.  The Chairman informed Cllr Roy that work was in hand – the lamp had already been repaired once, but vandals had dislodged the footings whilst the concrete was still wet.

The Chairman informed the JPC that telephone training was being delivered on Tuesday morning on the new accounting system, therefore a request to not call the office before 10.00am was made. 
11.   To authorise the signing of orders for payment
00068-Intellectual Property Office – registration fee for seal of Henley - £200.00
00069-Henley in Arden PCC – donation towards cost of lighting St Johns church - £250.00

00070-Ricoh Copiers Ltd – photocopying costs to 31/05/09- £29.50

00071-RC Window Cleaning Ltd- Bus shelter cleaning for July 2009 - £45.00

12.     Publications and other items of interest

          There were no items to present.


13. The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remaining 
business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present during 
consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A to the said 
Act”

14. i) To consider letter from resident regarding frontage of property – Following detailed discussion it was agreed that a letter of response be drafted by the Clerk, Chairman and Cllr Matheou aimed at alleviating the resident’s concerns.
ii) To consider complaint to Stratford District Council by Cllr Leech – The Chairman made a statement about the complaint to which Cllr     Leech responded.  The Clerk also made comments regarding some aspects of the letter to the Monitoring Officer. Following detailed discussion a proposal put by Cllr Hubbocks, seconded by Cllr Hadley was agreed unanimously “that no further discussion would be allowed regarding the Parish Council’s website”.  Cllr Leech and Cllr Matheou agreed to retract their complaints in relation to the website on a mutual basis.
      15.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting will be held on Monday 17th August  2009 at 7.15pm
Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman   17th August 2009
