Minutes JPC – 05/10/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 5th October 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.05pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs:L Goodman (Chairman), C Milsom, S Roy, C Goodman, G Matheou, W Leech, S Dalman and N Haycock. 
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk, County Councillor M Perry, District Councillors L Marshall, S Thirlwell and G Atkinson.
 There were 3 members of the public present.

Those present were asked to switch off mobile telephones or other recording devices before commencement of proceedings.
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Hadley, Hubbocks and Love.



	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).
Cllr Perry declared an interest in relation to Community Development funding as he sits on the Committee for this matter.


	3.
	Public participation session 

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
Cllr  Atkinson wished to speak in praise of the paper recently produced by Cllr Matheou on behalf of the Parish 

Council on the history of the Seal of Henley commenting that he found it to be a fascinating document and was very

 pleased to note that the JPC had agreed to adopt the new image as their logo with no objections from any Councillor 

to this proposal. He therefore wished to ask the Parish Council to request that the Editor of Henley News on-line and 

the representative of the Stratford Herald who were both present at the meeting, to consider publishing the article in 

full in their respective publications. 

This request will be considered by the JPC at their next meeting on 19th October 2009. 


	4.
	Reports from County and District Councillors
Cllr Perry reported that he had attended the Senior Citizens Action Network (SCAN) meeting last week when it was agreed that the group should meet every three months. Meetings will include guest speakers who are encouraged to come forward if they wish to speak on any related topic.  It was also noted that the proposed traffic management changes are now in the consultation period with public notices having appeared recently in the local press.  Implementation is scheduled for early 2010 at the latest.  Regarding the ownership of the market cross, Cllr Perry confirmed that a meeting with Paul Cowley would be held in the near future.

Cllr Marshall reported that the District Local Development Plan Framework Group had met to discuss the Spatial Strategy for the District – Cllr Thirlwell’s report includes further details on this matter. Cllr Marshall also relayed information to the Clerk regarding 2009/10 round of awards from the Community Development Fund and suggested that the Parish Council may consider applying for support to assist with the development of allotment space in the town.
Cllr Thirlwell reported that the Spatial Strategy meeting had considered the levels of anticipated housing need and although no specific proposals affect Henley at the present time, overall provision is being set at 7,500 homes for the district. The Councillor added that original concerns that overspill from the Redditch conurbation may affect Stratford have now been allayed as this provision will be met in the Bromsgrove area.  Councillor Thirlwell continued his report by explaining that central government targets regarding efficiency savings on expenditure for the district were being well met by SDC.  In particular, savings on insurance providing better cover at a lesser price were of note.


	5.
	Minutes of meeting held 21st September 2009 to be confirmed and signed
The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.


	6.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 21st September  2009 – for information only
Item 6 (VB13 from minutes) – Barbers shop, High Street – Following a question raised by a Councillor, the 

Chairman confirmed that he had spoken to the proprietor who had informed him that he had submitted a planning 

application regarding the illuminated sign above his premises to SDC.



7.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/01902/TREE
	T1 hazel – reduce height 50%
	Flat 3, The White House, High St, Henley in Arden 
	Mrs S Nicholson

	09/01858/LBC
	Installation of satellite dish on chimney 
	120 High St, Henley in Arden B95 5BS
	Mr Michael Hughes

	09/01706/FUL
	Installation of new shop front 
	Herring House, 98 High St, Henley in Arden B95 5BY
	MPA Financial Management Ltd

	09/01768/LBC
	Erection of two storey extension, glazed roof/gable over existing and pitched roof dormer to main.
	225 High St, Henley in Arden, B95 5BG 
	Mr and Mrs G Percy



The Chairman reported the recommendations from the Planning Committee as follows:

There were no objections to applications re Flat 3 The White House and 120 High Street.  Regarding Herring House, 98 High 
Street, the Committee had  no objections subject to the use of complimentary materials and the scheme was in accordance with 
the Village Design Statement and for 225 High Street – no objections provided the proposed works fall within the 30% 
rule and 
would seek the opinion of the Conservation Officer regarding the use of a glass roof for the extension. 

The recommendations were accepted by the Council and carried unanimously.
8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision



	09/01418/FUL
	Erection of conservatory at rear of dwelling (retrospective)
	4 The Yew Trees, Henley in Arden, B95 5BQ
	No objections
	PERMISSION

	09/01262/FUL
	Single storey pitched roof rear extension
	Whitley Farm, Edge Lane, Henley in Arden, B95 5DT
	No objections 
	REFUSAL


The District Council’s decisions were noted.

9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration
VB1
To consider adoption of draft JPC Complaints procedure – The Clerk reported that following questions raised by a Councillor at the JPC meeting held 7th September she could now confirm that the Local Government Ombudsman has no jurisdiction over Parish Councils and therefore there is no right of appeal to the LGO in this instance.  Because there is no legal requirement upon Councils to have such a policy, in the interests of transparency and good community relations, NALC are urging Councils to adopt their own policies in line with the model procedure set out by them.  If the JPC wished to incorporate an appeals process in the policy, it could only be of an internal nature and if chosen, would need to be recorded as an amendment in the Council’s Standing Orders.  The Clerk therefore wished to recommend to the Council, adoption of the policy as originally set out.  Following a vote, it was resolved to accept the Clerk’s recommendation.  Cllr Leech abstained from the vote on this matter.
VB2
To consider response to Sustainable Communities Act 2007 Amendment Bill proposals – The Chairman reported that NALC had campaigned to enable councils to protect or promote thriving communities and to give communities more say in how money is spent and involvement in planning.  However, in the final reading of the Bill, local councils were omitted from discussions and are therefore lobbying MPS to enable Parish Councils to be more involved in local decision-making.  The pressure group were asking PCs to support the Amendment by writing to their MPs both individually and collectively.  It was agreed that a letter of support be sent by the Clerk on behalf of the whole Council and individual Councillors would also submit similar letters from them personally. 

VB3-To note consultation process for Warwickshire Fire Service Review – The Chairman reported that a venue for the Henley consultation meeting would be advised as soon as information was available.

VB4-To note letter of thanks from Henley in Bloom regarding award of a grant in 2009 –The contents of the letter were noted.

VB5- To note invitation to attend Centenary Gala Dinner – Henley War Memorial Trust – Noted.

VB6 – To nominate a representative from the Parish Council to attend Henley High School Community Arts Committee meetings – The vacancy  had arisen due to Cllr Roy having to step down from this role due to other commitments.  Cllr Milsom had agreed to attend the last meeting which was regrettably cancelled at the last minute resulting from too few of the other representatives being able to attend.  Cllr Milsom expressed his disappointment in the poor support received by the School to this community meeting and urged that if at all possible, the JPC should provide a representative to maintain a link with the education service.  It had been suggested that Cllr Hadley may be interested in being the Council’s representative but as he was not able to be present at tonight’s meeting, it was agreed to defer a decision until the next JPC on 19th October 2009.  
VB7- To consider recommendation from the Planning Committee regarding 62a Arden Road – The Clerk was asked to seek clarification from the Planning Enforcement Officer regarding what constitutes ‘a completed building’ and also write to the owner to request that the front of the property is now cleared of building debris etc. and returned to an acceptable state.

VB8- To notify Council of outcome of National Pay negotiations for Clerk’s salaries  from April 2009 -  Noted.
VB9- To note Royal British Legion parade- The Chairman  reported that a service of dedication was being held on Sunday 18th October at St Johns church commencing 10.00am to commemorate  new plaque which includes the names of 11 Henley men who served in the First World War but had not had their names included in the existing war memorial on display in the church.  A Chelsea pensioner  would lead the salute and refreshments will be served in the Memorial Hall after the service. All were invited to attend this special occasion.
     10. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports

There were no committee reports to receive.
 11.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.
Cllr Milsom – enquired if work was in hand to remove a fallen tree on Riverlands and the Chairman confirmed that this matter was in hand with the Tree Officer for SDC.

Cllr C Goodman – Thanked Cllr Matheou for organizing a successful coffee morning last Saturday which raised £400 towards the market cross renovation fund.  She also gave her congratulations to Mrs Matheou who was awarded the Rotary Club prize for her work with Henley in Bloom.
Cllr Matheou – reported that he had arranged a meeting with James Plaskitt MP in November to discuss the railway project with a view to seeking the removal of the derelict buildings on the site. The Councillor thanked District Councillor Laurence Marshall for his kind generosity in funding the cost of the Guild Hall hire for Saturday’s coffee morning which over 100 people attended to support the renovation of the market cross. An order has now been placed for the information board and a letter of intent for replacement of the railings is in hand. A meeting with WCC to discuss ownership is pending and it is likely that the JPC will be expected to make a contribution towards the costs of upkeep of the historic monument.  Cllr Matheou has responded to all English Heritage’s questions regarding the scheme and is awaiting their reply. A provisional completion date of 5th December is anticipated for the renovation project. It was also noted that the filming for the Council’s podcast to appear on the website, is scheduled for 14th October 2009.  All Councillors will be welcome to participate in the final closing views of ‘waving goodbye from Henley’ to be filmed by the market cross. With regard to funding to support new projects in the town, Cllr Matheou had invited the Court Leet to become involved in putting together a bid for SDC Business Initiative funding (up to £2k to support tourism/business development) and also the Community Development Fund, also SDC which provides up to £10k for community based projects.

Cllr Leech – said he supported Cllr Matheou in his efforts to secure progress with the railway development project and also asked when the redundant CCTV pole was due to be removed outside the Police Station on the High Street.  The Chairman confirmed that a meeting was scheduled with SDC in the very near future to discuss progress with CCTV.  A report would be made following the outcome of that meeting.

Cllr Haycock said that he was disappointed to read the Stratford Herald Editor’s comments on the letters page of last week’s edition stating that he placed ‘far more reliance on the notes taken by his reporters that the clerk and vice-chairman of the Parish Council’.  Cllr Haycock felt that the Editor should be reminded that the minutes taken by the Clerk are required by law, to be a true and accurate record of events and are therefore, not ‘recollections made some days after the meeting’.
The Chairman reported that he had received two telephone calls from residents in praise of the excellent work that had been undertaken at the church over the weekend by the people working on the Community Payback Team at Warwickshire Probation Service.  One resident had thanked each worker and their supervisor personally and the Chairman added his thanks stating that plans to use the Payback Team on other community projects for the town were in hand. 
The Clerk reported that Councillors were invited to attend the Annual General meeting of the WRCC on Saturday 31st October to be held at Ettington Community Centre.  The Clerk also asked for any information relating to empty private homes that could potentially be used for temporary or longer-term housing by SDC to be provided to her so that she could forward the information to the Empty Homes Officer.  
12.    To authorise the signing of orders for payment

         There were no payments to be authorised.

13.     Publications and other items of interest
14. The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remaining business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present during consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A to the said Act”
There were no publications or items of interest.

      15.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting will be held on Monday 19th October  2009 at 7.15pm
Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman   19th October 2009
