Minutes JPC – 06/07/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 6th July 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.45 pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs: L Goodman (Chair), S Roy, S Dalman, C.Goodman, D Hadley , N Haycock, , W. Leech, J Love, G Matheou, 

and C.Milsom.

 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk , County Councillor M Perry, District Councillors S Thirlwell and  G Atkinson.
 There were 3 members of the public present.

.(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Mitchell and Cllr Hubbocks.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).

There were no declarations made.


	3.
	Public participation session and Reports from County Councillor and District Councillors

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
Those present at the meeting were asked to ensure that mobile phones or any recording devices remained switched off 
for the duration of the meeting.

Chris Pagett of Warwickshire College wished to update the Council on progress with the new sports hall at the 

Henley Centre. An open day will be held on Saturday 5th September when all interested residents are invited to attend.  

The site of the existing sports hall will be leveled off whilst a decision regarding the way forward was being considered

 and the former hall is being re-located to another user outside Henley.  Landscaping for the site is in hand and an 

irrigation mechanism is being considered to improve drainage on the sports field.  Mr Pagett provided further 

information on the sports centre to the Clerk.  The Chairman congratulated the College for an excellent scheme that

 will enhance sporting facilities in the town.
 

	
	Report from District Councillor Thirlwell 
Information from the last meeting of the Cabinet included the following decisions: the proposed ferris wheel in Stratford would not go ahead; a further report on car parking provision and charges in the District was expected in next 4/5 weeks (Henley changes would be reported separately). Cllr Thirlwell confirmed that it was likely the Croft Car Park would be adopted by the District Council in the future. The Local Development Framework Working Group were looking at housing provision required by law for 2011 -2026 but as yet no information on the number of houses needed has been given by central government.  The JPC would be consulted on any site planned for Henley. With regard to the proposed JPC Planning Committee, Cllr Thirlwell suggested that decision-making should continue through the forum of the JPC and offered his, and Cllr Marshall’s assistance in the delivery of training if the Council requested it. 
Report from County Councillor Perry 

Cllr Perry was welcomed to the meeting by the Chairman as this was his first meeting of the JPC since his success at election in June of this year.  Cllr Perry reported on the following: Cllr Perry would be sitting of the Children, Young Persons and Families Committee in addition to the Regulatory Committee of the County Council.  He is Chairman of the Stratford Area Committee which has a cross-County role. It was noted that WCC Traffic Projects were considering changes to parking issues on the High Street and concerns expressed at the recent Community Forum meeting regarding speeding and police presence in rural areas was being addressed.  A problem with surfacing near the bus stop on the Birmingham Road out of Henley was being looked into by County Surveyors.   A recent presentation to County Councillors on sustainability matters had prompted interest in eco-initiatives and Henley High School  since signing up for the scheme, had already been given a bronze achievement award for work on re-cycling and energy efficiency.


	4.
	Minutes of meeting held 15th June 2009 to be confirmed and signed
The minutes were agreed as a true record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.



	5.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 15th June  2009 – for information only

There were no matters arising.



6.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/00988/FUL
	Erection of single storey extension to form disabled toilet
	90 High St, Henley in Arden B95 5BY
	Mrs J Howe

	09/00961/FUL
	Conservatory to rear
	6 Harris Mews, Henley in Arden B95 5DN
	James Higgins

	09/01030/LBC
	Removal of asbestos roof sheets from lean-to and replace with brown onduline sheeting
	133a High St, Henley in Arden B95 5AU
	Mr J Hodgkins and Mrs H Howe

	09/01157/TREE
	T1 and T3 cypress-fell
	1 The Yew Trees, 154 High St. Henley in Arden B95 5BN
	Mr J Dyke

	09/01192/TREE
	T4-T8 cypress- fell
	3 The Yew Trees, 154, High St. Henley in Arden B95 5BN
	Mrs S Cauill

	09/01201/TREE
	Golden Cypress – fell
	26 the Yew Trees, Henley in Arden B(5 5BQ
	Mrs U Johnson



The recommendations from the Planning Committee (please see item VB10 regarding ratification of the Committee’s 
status) 
were that there were no objections to the proposals; applications regarding trees to be subject to the approval of 
the Tree Officer.  

The Council agreed that the recommendations be carried unanimously.
7.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision



	09/00674/FUL
	Demolition of existing cottage and construction of replacement dwelling
	The Lodge, Beaudesert Park, Birmingham Road, Henley in Arden 
	Permission with conditions
	Permission with conditions

	09/00940/TREE
	Reduce height T1 beech
	Henley High School, B95 6AF
	No objection subject to Tree Officer
	Consent with conditions



The decisions were noted.
8.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration

VB1-To consider arrangements for Annual Assemblies – The Chairman had expressed his concerns that the 2009 Annual 
Assemblies had not produced a Chairman for Beaudesert for 2010 and that minutes of the 2008 meeting for Henley had not been 
produced or signed as a true record. The Chairman and Clerk referred to written guidance on the organisation of Assemblies and 
asked for Councillors views on the best way forward for next year.  Cllr Roy reported that she had been in consultation with 
WALC and it was agreed to organise a Beaudesert Parish meeting in September when an election of Chairman for 2010 could


 be made. In response to a request from a Councillor, consideration of pursuing ‘town’ designation would appear on a later 
agenda.

VB2-To consider a representative on the Seymour Fieldhouse Home committee- The Chairman reported that since Cllr 
Atkinson had stepped down from the role of representative, there was now a vacancy and proposed Cllr Roy for this role.  This 
was unanimously agreed and the Clerk agreed to notify the administrators of the Home of the appointment. 

VB3-To consider request from Chair of Governors at Henley High School to attend JPC meeting – following receipt of a 
recent email request, it was agreed to invite the Chair of Governors, Tim Sturges, to attend the next meeting of the JPC on 20 July 
2009.  It was reported that there still appeared to be communication problems with the school, notably failure to publicise the 
recent opening of the new Arts Centre – even to members of the school’s  committee and Mr Sturges would be asked to 
comment on these matters.


VB4- To consider a Vision Statement and Manifesto for the Council – The Chairman asked that this matter be deferred to a 
later meeting to enable recommendations from the Finance and Asset Management Committee to be put before the Council.  This 
was agreed.


VB5-To consider proposals from Henley Primary School to become a Church of England Voluntary Aided School- 
Following a question from Cllr Dalman, reassurances were given that employment rights for staff at the school would 

remain as the statutory right of each employee dictates. Councillors noted that many other ‘church’ schools were high-achieving 
and over-subsribed but reassurances would need to be sought that the school had sufficient funds to meet its obligations of 
10% of buildings costs for next five years.  It was agreed that the proposal be supported in principle, subject to the issues raised 
above being suitably investigated.

VB6-To consider communication from resident regarding the Market Cross-Councillors noted the comments from the 
second email from a resident regarding the Market Cross and agreed to respond by stating that there could never be any chance of 
the Cross being removed and replaced by a replica or replacement feature as the Cross is an ancient monument protected by 
English Heritage and the Department of Culture.  Cllr Matheou, as chair of the Market Cross working party, agreed to draft a 
response to the resident for the Clerk to send.


VB7-To consider letter from resident regarding signage on Warwick Road for the JT car wash – One letter from a resident 
had been circulated to the Council but it was noted that there had been several other complaints regarding signage for this 
business which is based on the site of Henley Market. It was agreed that the Clerk contact SDC/WCC for advice regarding the 
regulations governing signage on public highways.

VB8- To note planning notification changes from Stratford District Council-The Clerk reported that the District Council had 
now discontinued using the postal service for notifying the Parish Council of Planning Applications.  Information was now being 
received via email.

VB9- To consider new seal for Henley in Arden-Cllr Matheou reported that he had undertaken work on the production of a new 
seal for the Parish Council to replace the yellow and blue seal that had previously been used. The Business Committee had 
been considering designs for some time and had eventually agreed upon a scheme using the original 15th Century seal of Henley. 
 The seal could be used on all official documentation of the Parish Council. Cllr Matheou had spoken to the Department 
for 
Trade and Industry and had secured trade mark pending status to prevent unauthorised use of the emblem the cost of which 
was £200. Both the British Library and Henley Heritage Centre have given their consent to the seal being adopted by the 

Parish Council and subject to JPC approval, the new seal could be incorporated as soon as possible. A vote was taken and 
with one abstention, the decision to use the new seal was confirmed.  Cllr Matheou was thanked for all his work in 
achieving this new emblem for the JPC.

VB10- To consider the formation of a JPC Planning Committee and its powers- The Chairman reported that two initial 
meetings of Councillors interested in being involved with the planning process had taken place.  Terms of Reference had been 
drawn up and it was confirmed that delegated decision-making  on planning matters would not be recommended, rather that the 
Committee acted in an advisory capacity, the final decision always falling with the JPC.  This was contrary to advice from WALC 
who advocated a delegated role, but Councillors felt this was not in keeping with the ethos of the Committee system as a whole 
for the JPC and therefore declined to pursue this route. A vote was taken and it was unanimously agreed to formulate the Planning 
Committee with the Terms of Reference as set out.  A meeting with Pat Reid, Head of Planning Services with SDC had been 
offered to assist with training and provisional dates were discussed.  The Clerk would confirm details as soon as possible – all 
interested Councillors were welcome to attend.

VB11- To note correspondence regarding Freedom of Information  request – the correspondence was noted.

VB12-to note correspondence with Stratford Herald regarding article published on 18th June 2009- The reporter from the 
Herald who had written the article referred to was present at the meeting but declined to comment on any aspect of  its production. 
In response to an objection by Cllr Leech, the Chairman agreed that any future correspondence written without resolution from a 
JPC meeting would not include the words “on behalf of the Parish Council”. The Clerk added that Cllr Hubbocks, who was not 
able to be present at this meeting, and who presented the original report to the JPC, would be making a full response at the next 
meeting including answers to the questions which were posed during discussion at the time. 
9. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports
General Purposes Committee – 08/06/09, Business and Employment Committee – 08/06/09, Draft Core Strategy meeting – 15/06/09,

Finance and Asset Management Committee 15/06/09. The minutes were received and noted.
10.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.
Cllr C Goodman-complaints had been received regarding a wisteria at 3 Beaudesert Lane which was obstructing the footpath. Cllr Goodman had also telephoned Ken Symonds to consider various tree issues around the town.

Cllr Haycock- reported that he was preparing a list of items to consider with the Clerk re various minor works issues that had been brought to his attention.

Cllr Matheou-reported that the Henley A-Z which had been sponsored by David Wilson Homes was now completed and copies were available from the Heritage Centre. The Chairman congratulated Cllr Matheou on the design of the map and thanked him for all his hard work in getting the project to fruition.

SDC had been unable to contact the owners of a property where they wanted to display a directional sign to St Nicholas Church on Beaudesert Lane.  The District Council felt that it had done all it could to contact the owners, therefore the sign would be erected without further communication.

There had been concerns that the continued placement of food refuse in black bags outside properties for periods between fortnightly refuse collections may have attracted vermin to these areas. Environmental Health had been informed.

Cllr Matheou asked that the matter of business cards for Councillors be placed on the agenda for the next JPC meeting but it was confirmed that at the meeting held on 16th March 2009 (item VB2), it was resolved to re-allocate the commitment to spend £41.65 on business cards towards the cost of unforeseen tree works in the Littleworth area.  In view of this, the matter would not be placed on the next agenda.

The Market Cross would be placed on the next agenda.

Cllr Hadley-He and the Chairman had attended a meeting of the Neighbourhood Liaison Group of  Warwickshire College last week.

Cllr Leech- forwarded information to the Clerk regarding the possible establishment of a street food market.  A report was made on progress with the Sports Bid which was being put together by Peter Bourne at SDC.  Cllr Leech had now attended two meetings and confirmed that Peter Crathorne of the TIC had co ordinated an application for grant funding to provide  multi-functional sports facilities on TIC land in the town.  The bid was ambitious – in the region of £700,000 and although the likelihood of success was slim due to demand for funding from this national source, it would prove a tremendous boost to the town if it were successful.

The Chairman  reported that he had received a letter of thanks from George Atkinson for the JPC gift presented to him at the meeting on 15th June 2009. Fund raising towards a new war memorial had generated £1,000 from the Heart of England Community Fund and a further promise of funding from the Royal Fusiliers regiment.  An official unveiling ceremony would be held in the Autumn and all Councillors were welcome to attend.

The Clerk – reported that the Tuffs Play Scheme organizers had now informed her that they would be using Henley Primary School for  the play scheme, not the Jubilee as originally requested. Minutes of the Community Forum held 25th June were available upon request and certificates of attendance at the recent Power of Well-being training were now available. 
11.   To authorise the signing of orders for payment

00054- Thomas Fattorini – repairs to Chairman’s Chain of Office – £113.67

00055- Jon Vale- maintenance fees for June 2009-£525.00

00056-Fairways Contractors-grass-cutting for June 2009- £736.10

00057-Warwickshire, Solihull and Birmingham Training Partnership- PWB training 8/6/09- £50.00

00058-Parrs Ltd- Emergency supplies (first aid kit)- £45.33

12.     Publications and other items of interest


There were no items.
13.
The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remaining 
business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present during 
consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A to the said 
Act”

Purchase of accounting software for the Parish Office.  (This item was deferred from VB13 on the agenda).  It was agreed that 
the purchase of specialised accounting software and support be sourced from a preferred supplier at the cost of £585 in year 
one, £195 in years two and three of a three year contract.
      14.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting will be held on Monday 20th July  2009 at 7.15pm
Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman   20 July  2009
