Minutes JPC – 07/12/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 7th December 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 9.30pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs:L Goodman (Chairman), C Milsom, S Roy, C Goodman, G Matheou, D Hadley, R Hubbocks, W Leech, S Dalman and J Love.
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk, County Councillor Mike Perry, District Councillor S Thirlwell. 
 There were 16 members of the public present.

Those present were asked to switch off mobile telephones or other recording devices before commencement of proceedings. 
	1.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs. Haycock and Marshall.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).
There were no declarations made.


	3.
	Public participation session 

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
Mr Zak Miah – proprietor of Bespoke Curtains and Blinds, High Street, Henley – spoke in support of his chosen 

colour scheme and layout of his shop, which had been subject of correspondence with SDC on the matter of compliance 

with Conservation Area regulations. He wished to stress that it was not his or his business partner’s intention to offend 

or alienate the community with regard to the purple colour scheme used and felt that more support and guidance 

could have been offered by the Planning Authority. The choice of colour and layout was also determined to enable to

 small shop frontage to stand out amongst the larger neighbouring shops that had bright illumination and signage. He
 also added that he would be willing to change the colour scheme to a less obtrusive level. and it was agreed that the 
Parish Council would endeavour to set up a meeting with the proprietors,  the Chair and Vice Chair of the JPC and

the Conservation Officer with a view to achieving a satisfactory outcome for all concerned prior to the matter being 
referred to the Planning and Regulatory Committee at SDC on 18th January 2010.
Mr Peter Crathorne, 8 Arden Road, Henley, spoke in support of two grant applications which will be considered

 by the Council. The first organization was Henmen which provides social facilities for retired older male 

community members.  He asked for consideration of the bid application as the group had recently lost funding from 

SDC and despite other savings, the provision offered to members would have to be reduced if the grant was 

not available from the Council

The second organisation was The Town Improvement Committee (TIC) set up by a Memorial grant after the Second

 World War to offer sports and social facilities for the community. Mr Crathorne, as Chair of the Trustees who 

manage the various facilities, including the Memorial Hall outlined various measures that were being considered to

 increase revenue streams but despite these measures, the Council’s grant was still an essential requisite for 

retention of services.  
Dr Mike Colclough, 3 Beaudesert Lane, Henley, spoke in support of the grant application for Make Henley Greener 

whose bid was for a modest sum towards creating a low energy bulb library where residents to be shown and 

take out, sample lighting that could be used in the home and workplace. The Chairman added that this year’s Xmas 

lights display was with the use of all low-energy lighting in keeping with the Council’s support of lowering 

emissions and eco-awareness.
Mr Gordon Trinder, 8 Arden Close, Henley spoke on behalf of the grant application for the Evergreens Club 

which offers trips, holidays and an Christmas lunch to many of the older residents of the town.  If successful, the grant

 would provide help to the less financially able members to subsidise activities that they could otherwise not afford.
Mrs Annette Walker, 8 Barley Close, Henley, asked the Council to support the work of the Neighbourhood 

Watch Committee who would use their grant to pay for the telephone costs for the community service and 

maintain the outside of the Police Station in the town.
All the community representatives were thanked by the Chairman for their presentations.


	4.
	Reports from County and District Councillors
Cllr Perry reported that an on-site meeting had been held at the primary schools site in Castle Road to consider easing traffic management issues that affected safety of children.  The Headteachers of the schools attended in addition to the local police and PC Jelfs agreed to maintain a presence at the school during peak times and arrange for zig zag lines to be extended to prevent unauthorised parking.  Johnsons coaches had agreed to modify their driver routes to assist with this and a letter would be sent to all parents urging that the safety of their children whilst travelling to and from the school must be of paramount importance and urging their co operation in following suggested guidelines on safer routes to school. Cllr Perry thanked all the Parish Councillors who attended the meeting to support the action taken.
Regarding CCTV of flood-prone areas, it was reported that WCC had now completed footage of all the areas identified and should be available by Christmas.  There had been an objection lodged regarding the Austey Manor  application for holiday cottages as it was feared this would cause road safety problems on the A34 and also, following resident concerns raised at the Community Forum regarding road safety, traffic monitoring had taken place at Kempsey Green; but motorists were found to be largely observing the speed limits in this area.
Cllr Thirlwell reported that plans to lift the moratorium on housing development, and the need to meet current and future housing needs would be considered at the next Scrutiny Committee of SDC to be held in Jan/February 2010.


	5.
	Minutes of meeting held 16th November  2009 to be confirmed and signed
The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.


	6.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 16th November  2009 – for information only
There were no items to report.



7.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/02140/FUL
	Change of use of garage to single dwelling and single storey extensions to nth and sth elevations with flat-roofed dormer window to western elevation
	57 Arden Road, Henley in Arden B95 5LN
	Mr Darren Benton

	09/01454/FUL
	The enclosure of an existing external coach wash area by extending existing coach station building
	Liveridge House, Liveridge Hill,

Henley in Arden B95 5QS
	Mr P Johnson

	09/2286/LBC
	Single storey rear extension
	233 High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5BG
	Mr Graeme Bradley

	09/2286/FUL
	Single storey rear extension
	233 High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5BG
	Mr Graeme Bradley

	09/02344/TREE
	T1 Ash – fell
	3 Ashbury Court, Henley in Arden B95 5AF
	Mr B Twigg

	09/02178/FUL
	1.5 storey extension to north and western elevations, single storey extension and conversion of out-buildings to music room.  Infilling outbuildings to create garage space.
	Pinks Farm, Henley in Arden B95 5QU
	Mr T Davies


The Council resolved the following regarding the above applications
57 Arden Road – comments would be put to SDC regarding why previous correspondence regarding use of the garage of a dwelling had not been pursued and therefore the application should have been retrospective rather than new.  Close proximity of a proposed dwelling to Arden Road was also raised.

Johnson’s Coaches scheme was supported on the basis of a more eco-friendly use of water if the scheme is granted.

233 High Street – There were no objections provided the scheme was in keeping with List Building guidelines.

3 Ashbury Court – No objections subject to consent of the Tree Officer

Pinks Farm – No objections provided the scheme falls within the 30% rule which did not seem apparent from the plans submitted.

8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision



	09/01442/LBC
	Lower boundary brick wall and insert metal railing
	98 High st, Henley in Arden, B95 5BY
	No objections subject to scheme being in keeping with existing planning consent
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/01442/FUL
	Lower boundary brick wall and insert metal railing
	98 High st, Henley in Arden, B95 5BY
	No objections subject to scheme being in keeping with existing planning consent
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/01977/TREE
	T1 sycamore – fell
	Rear of 227-231 High Street, Henley in Arden
	Concur with recommendations of the Tree Officer
	NO OBJECTIONS



The decisions were noted.

9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration
VB1-To consider response to CPRE regarding litter picking scheme

It was agreed that the Council already had measures in place that exceeded those recommended in the letter – a response would be sent to that effect.
VB2-To consider funding for market cross project

Cllr Matheou reported that the project was on schedule and the railings were now ready for fitting. A sum of £400 together with likely additional costs for installation was agreed by the Council. 

VB3-To consider recommendations from GPC regarding review of allotments rents for 2010

Cllr Hubbocks reported that following detailed discussion, the General Purposes Committee wished to recommend that a zero increase be put forward for Allotment Tenant rents for the year 2010 thus making the fee set at £20.  This was agreed unanimously.

VB4- To report update on proposed works to be undertaken by Community Payback Team
Cllr Hubbocks reported that following the reduction in Home Office funding for this scheme, and given the highly successful work undertaken in the town in the past, it was recommended that if further work was undertaken in the town, a contribution of £200 would be offered towards the cost.  This recommendation was agreed by all Councillors.
VB5- To confirm attendance at Councillors Planning Training Session – Norton Lindsey village hall, Saturday 13 February 2010.
Confirmed attendance at this session was given by Cllrs. Hubbocks,  C & G Goodman, Milsom and Roy.
VB6- To consider response from Planning Department regarding Enforcement issues
Following the presentation made by the proprietors during public participation, Cllr C Goodman observed that it would have been courteous for them to consult with the Parish Council before implementing their chosen colour scheme and layout of shop frontage.  Mr Miah apologized but added that he was not aware of the Parish Council. He had written to SDC but had not received guidance, and his landlord was in approval with it.  Discussion regarding the role of the Parish Council in planning matters took place and Councillors felt that more guidance should be offered to proprietors on compliance with the Conservation Area and List Building regulations. It was agreed that the Clerk contact SDC with a view to a meeting being held with the proprietors, Planning Officers and the Parish Council seek a resolution before the matter goes before the Planning and Regulatory Committee in January 2009.
VB7- To consider correspondence with TIC regarding the Parish Allotments
It was noted that Cllr Matheou was the JPC’s representative on the TIC. A letter had been sent to the Parish Council from the TIC Chairman notifying them of the TIC’s decision to affiliate the Henley in Arden Gardening Club to the TIC and to request future liaison with the JPC as the allotment tenants’ landlord.  Cllr Hubbocks commenced the discussion as the Chair of the General Purposes Committee which oversees the management of the Council’s allotment gardens.  He reported that he acknowledged the TIC had acted in good faith, but the matter of allotments was exclusive to the JPC and the formation of a Gardening Club was not directly connected to the Parish Council. Previously, the allotment holders had an established Allotments Association but following notification in August of this year of resignation by the Chair, Secretary and Treasurer, no further communication had been sent.  Copies of minutes of the Association had previously been circulated to the Parish but as none were forthcoming regarding the dissolution of the Association. Following the resignation, the Council wrote to all plot holders of allotments and the response showed that they wished to liaise directly with the Council rather than a third party organization such as an Association or club to represent them. It appeared that the 3 officers of the Association went on to set up the newly-formed Henley in Arden Gardening Club (HAAGC) but again, no communication was made to the JPC regarding this or the other outstanding matter of the Association and its status.  Cllr Hubbocks went on to report that  the Council had always adopted a policy of welcoming involvement and extended the offer of approach by any group who represents community members, to come forward and speak with the Council openly.  It was stressed however, that there was no evidence to suggest that the JPC allotment tenants were members of the HAAGC and in view of the request to liaise with the Council on a landlord/tenant basis , it was agreed that no further action would be taken unless representation was made directly to the Council.
VB8- To note information relating to Declaration of Financial and other Interests
The Clerk reported that she had received a reminder from the Monitoring Officer that Councillors should ensure that they record any changes of circumstances that might affect their impartiality/judgement on matters of a financial nature and urged that any Councillor who considered a change had taken place to notify her by completion of the appropriate declaration form.
VB9- To consider request from St Johns Church for contribution towards church lighting for £250
Following receipt of a letter from the Church requesting support in 2010 for £250 towards cost of lighting, it was agreed that as in previous years, an award would be made.
VB10- To approve request to initiate negotiations with British Library regarding return of the Seal of Henley to the town
The Council granted approval for Cllr Matheou to initiate negotiations for the return of the Seal of Henley to the town.
VB11- To discuss appointment of an Internal Auditor
The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk had recently interviewed a sole applicant for the post of Internal Auditor for the JPC and the Finance Committee had recommended that a one year appointment be offered on an estimated fee of £200 based on one day’s work to conduct the necessary tests at the Parish Office and produce a report to the Council.  The Finance Committee’s recommendation was approved.
VB12- To note letter from Ministry of Justice regarding maintenance of war memorials
Noted.

VB13-To report on adoption of BT telephone kiosk
Following approval by the Parish Council to adopt the BT kiosk on Stratford Road, the Clerk reported that she had now requested the necessary transfer of responsibility for electricity supplies to the kiosk (estimated annual cost of £20) and a decision would now need to be made regarding safety and security and a proposed use for the kiosk.  It was agreed that the Chairman would look into quotations for security and the Clerk would contact local schools with a request of ideas for how the kiosk may be used.  Cllr Matheou would discuss with Shakespeare Country regarding possible use for tourist information.
VB14- To consider quotation for repairs to fencing at Littleworth
Following vandalism to the fencing in Littleworth, the Council agreed to accept a quotation of £93 to effect necessary repairs.
VB15- To consider letter from Monitoring Officer regarding terms of office for Parish representatives on the Standards and Ethics committee.
The Clerk explained to the Council that agreement had been reached that Parish Council representatives on the above Committee would serve no more than two terms of office in post and went on to supply information on the existing Parish representatives for the District.
 10. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports
Emergency Committee - 4 November 2009, General Purposes Committee -12th November 2009 and Finance Committee- 16th November 2009, Business and Employment Committee 23rd November 2009. 
The minutes were approved subject to amendment on Business and Employment Committee item 7 should read £1,125.
11.
Any other business – exchange of information
Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making
Cllr C Goodman reported that graffiti on the walls of the Hub and skateboard park should be cleaned as soon as possible.  Clerk to write to the Youth Club Co ordinator regarding this.

Cllr Matheou reported that a business initiative grant of £2k  had been awarded for events in the town.  Councillors congratulated Cllr Matheou for his work in achieving this. Confirmation from the Intellectual Property Office had now been received of the full registration for Trade Mark status for the Seal of Henley to be used exclusively by the JPC.  Cllr Matheou had received a letter from the Henley Gardening Club requesting that their group be included on the Parish Council website.  This letter has been referred to the General Purposes Committee who have responsibility for the Allotments in the town. Cllr Matheou also noted that an article reporting of a hacking crime at East Anglia University had confirmed that such activity was a serious criminal offence that should be referred in all cases to the E-Crimes Unit of the Police. The information would be reported on our website and to local press.

The Clerk reported that a Christmas Carol Service was due to be held at Henley High School on Tuesday 15th December at 7.30pm.  Tickets were available from the school.  Councillors were also made aware of a postal scam that involved victims being sent a note through the letter box notifying them of a parcel that required collection and requesting a telephone number be called to confirm receipt.  The telephone call would cost £15 once dialled and  Royal Mail urged anyone who received such a notice to contact them immediately.
12.
 000108-Mrs J Walsh – Salary for December 2009- £1,263.01

000109- J Vale- routine maintenance contract and additional works on Jubilee/Riverlands - £759.53

000110-BT Payment Services Ltd- Broadband charges to 31st Jan 2010- £23.24

000111-Nicholas J T Quayle- conservation work to market cross-£2,282.75

000112-Warwickshire Training Partnership- Councillor’s training in Jan/Feb 2010- £120.00

000113- Henley Metal Products- Installation of railings (market cross)- £460.00

13.
Publications and other items of interest

There were no items reported.

14.
Under Section 100(A) of the Local Government Act 1972, in view of the (special)(confidential)* nature of the business about to be 
transacted, it is advisable in the public interest, as if members of the public were present during the consideration of such business, there 
would be disclosure to them of exempt information under paras 1 and 11 of Part 1 Schedule 12A of the above Act, that the public be 
temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw”

To discuss response to a resident’s letter in the Press regarding work undertaken by the Parish Council.


The Council requested an apology be printed in respect of the article and invited the resident to address the Council directly.  The Editor of 
the publication (a Parish Councillor) acknowledged the Council’s comments and endeavoured to ensure that it would not happen again.
15.
Date and Time of next meeting


To confirm the date of the next meeting which is scheduled for Monday 21st December 2009.
Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman  21st  December 2009
