Minutes JPC – 07/09/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 7th September 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.55pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs: L Goodman (Chair), C Goodman, C Milsom, S Dalman, R Hubbocks, G Matheou, W Leech, D Hadley, N Haycock.
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk, District Councillors S Thirlwell and L Marshall.
 There were 4 members of the public present.

Those present were asked to switch off mobile telephones or other recording devices before commencement of proceedings.
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Mitchell, Love and Roy.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).

Cllr Haycock declared an interest in Item VB7 as a tenant of the Allotments.  Cllr Leech declared an interest in item VB1 regarding the TIC.


	3.
	Public participation session 

The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room

immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited 
to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration 

at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder 

of the Parish Council meeting. 
Mrs J Wild, Henley in Arden Tennis Club spoke in support of the Planning Application submitted by the Tennis Club

 (item 7 on this agenda). It was noted that of seven courts at the club, currently only four were illuminated and the 

application was to provide additional lighting for the remaining courts.  Neighbours who had been consulted

 had no objections to the scheme. Mrs Wild was thanked for her information.  A decision regarding the application would

 be made later in the meeting.


	4.
	Reports from County and District Councillors
Cllr Thirlwell reported that following the end of the summer recess, the Cabinet had met earlier today.  Discussions included the issue of diminished  revenue for the Council – this being accounted to fewer planning applications and the additional burden placed on authority followed continued success of the bus pass scheme for senior citizens although it was noted that contract prices could go down next year due to changes in the Retail Price Index.
Cllr Marshall reported that the 3 month review of the single Planning Committee structure had been undertaken with the outcome that the revised procedures were improved.  Cllr Marshall confirmed that continued pressure to provide funding for youth-based facilities would be exerted whilst there remained a clear need for more opportunities for youngsters in Henley, and accommodation being largely unused during evenings and weekends.


	5.
	Minutes of meeting held 17th August  2009 to be confirmed and signed
The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.


	6.
	To report matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held 17th August 2009 – for information only

There were no matters arising.


7.
To consider the Council’s representation on Planning Applications received:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/01442/LBC
	Lower boundary wall and insert metal railings
	98 High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5BY
	MPA Financial Management Ltd

	09/01521/TPO
	T1 and 2 Field Maple – fell
	Dell Court, Cherry Orchard, Henley in Arden, B95 5FW
	Orbit Housing

	09/01425/FUL
	Installation of floodlights
	Henley in Arden S and Social Club, Stratford Rd, Henley in Arden 
	Henley in Arden Tennis Club

	09/01464/FUL
	Demolition of existing garage – erection of dwelling and new garage (Renewal)
	Bridge House, Camp Lane, Henley in Arden B95 5QG
	Mr Rob Belsey



The Chairman reported that the Planning Committee had met to discuss the above Applications and made the following 
recommendations:


Regarding the application for Dell Court, the Committee objected on the grounds that the proposal would appear to be only to suit 
one resident who preferred more light in their property and the trees were subject to a Preservation Order. All other Applications 
were accepted without objections.  The Council agreed to accept the recommendations unanimously.
8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC Recommendation
	Decision



	09/01376/TREE
	T1 Ash reduce crown and thin
	65-67 High Street, Henley in Arden B95 5AT
	No objection
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/01379/TREE
	T1 Norway maple, raise crown and balance
	24 The Croft, Henley in Arden, B95 5DY
	No objection
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/01321/FUL
	Two-storey extn and single storey side extn.
	Rosedene, Chestnut Walk, Henley in Arden B95 5JN
	Must comply with 30% rule
	PERMISSION with conditions

	09/01368/FUL
	Proposed alterations to existing bungalow
	12 Alne Close, Henley in Arden B95 5JZ
	No objection
	PERMISSION with conditions



The decisions were noted. 
9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration
VB1- 
To Discuss TIC bid for funding for sports provision- Peter Craythorne, representing the Town Improvement Committee, 
thanked the Council for allowing him to speak about the recent application to Sport England  that he had prepared. The War 
Memorial Trust was established following the second world war to provide sports and recreation facilities for the town and 
there are currently 8 separate organisations who use the facilities provided by the TIC on entrusted land. The Memorial Hall 
also falls under the TIC’s remit. Cllr Leech had attended an introductory meeting with SDC regarding funding opportunities for 
Sport England and of the organisations who put themselves forward to be considered, Henley was chosen to represent the 
Rural Stratford District.  The proposal briefly comprised of the following:
· A scheme aimed at rural communities in Warwickshire and its neighbours

· It will create central storage facilities for sports/recreational uses

· It can be used by members or private organisations

· High quality equipment could be used off-site

· It would be run by a trading company overseen by the TIC

· Estimated turnover in the region of £70k per annum.


Mr Craythorne provided a list of the equipment that would be available which included grounds maintenance equipment, mobile 
driving range for golf, water canoes and safety equipment, mobile gyms, indoor bowls, mobile tennis/cricket/boxing training 
equipment, and the use of qualified trainers where appropriate.  The total value of the bid was approximately £811,000 of which 
£626k were capital costs; the remainder being for running costs over the first two years. The TIC would know by the end of 
September if they are through to the second round of the bidding.  If so, it was anticipated that the scheme could be running by 
January 2011. Although 500 organisations nationally have applied for the Sport England funding, Henley’s is the only scheme of 
its kind.  Mr Craythorne pointed out that if successful, financial subsidy would be required for the project to be viable. The 
Chairman  thanked  Mr Craythorne for his informative presentation and invited questions from Councillors on the proposals. Cllr 
C Goodman asked if the funding would address the present problems of the untidy state of some of out buildings on the Stratford 
Road site.  It was noted that not all the 8 organisations who use the site, take a pride in maintaining the grounds etc. to a 
satisfactory standard and this was regretted. Mr Craythorne responded that efforts were being made to encourage the individual 
organisations to take responsibility for their own areas rather than the TIC doing it for them.  It was agreed that the project was an 
exciting and worthwhile concept and the JPC gave their full support to the scheme.
VB2
To consider draft Complaints Procedure for the Council – The Clerk explained the purpose of the procedure was to formalise 
existing practices in relation to the  handling of complaints and was in accordance with the model policy set out by NALC.  Cllr 
Leech stated that the policy should  include appeals procedure and have a list of forwarding organisations to seek further redress 
such as the Information Commissioners Office.  The Clerk responded that it was unlikely to be a legal requirement to provide 
appeal procedures but she would look into the matter further and report back.  A decision was deferred pending the Clerk’s update 
on the matter.

VB3
To consider correspondence from residents regarding parking matters in Henley- following the public parking meeting held 
in August, two letters had been received from residents regarding the proposals.  Copies of the Clerk’s replies to these letters were 
also circulated to Councillors.  It was agreed to refer the letters to the Traffic Projects team for consideration.

VB4-
To note schedule of forthcoming training events with WALC- The Chairman asked  would Councillors interested in attending 
any of the events  please contact the Clerk to arrange reservations etc.
VB5
To consider request for signage and tree works at Riverlands-The Chairman requested permission to purchase 3 signs to 
advise that dogs should be kept on leads whilst exercising them in the Riverlands.  In addition, a quotation had been received of £150 to 
reduce the canopy on a number of trees in Riverlands that were becoming very over grown.  The Council agreed unanimously to 
the purchase of signs and said tree works in Riverlands.
VB6
To consider the role of the Parish Clerk – The Chairman reminded the Council of the lawful delegation of responsibility to the 
Clerk for decision-making where it would not be possible or convenient to seek a decision through the usual committee process. 
Cllr Leech gave a copy of  another Council’s policy statement regarding the role of the Clerk which he suggested should be 
adopted.  However, the Chairman explained that the JPC  is adhering to the statutory definitions laid down regarding the powers 
and duties of the Clerk and there were no plans to contravene legislation in this regard.
VB7
To consider recommendations from the General Purposes Committee-Cllr Hubbocks reported that a representative from the 
Probation Service had delivered a presentation to the General Purposes Committee in August regarding the Community Payback 
Scheme (formerly known as Community Service).  The Committee were reassured of concerns expressed following media 
coverage, that the CPs attending the scheme were unsupervised or of a dangerous nature.  Councillors were satisfied that the 
scheme could work very effectively in Henley and have prepared a draft programme of projects which the CP teams could attend 
to.  There was certainly no shortage of minor works that could be undertaken over the coming months and Cllr Hubbocks asked 
for the Council’s agreement to delegate responsibility to the General Purposes Committee to progress discussions with the 
Probation Service regarding the scheme.  This was granted unanimously.
VB8
To approve expenditure on Chairman’s collarette -  Unanimous approval was granted for the expenditure of £100 in order to 
hallmark the four  name labels on the Chairman’s collarette  that  had  not previously been assayed.

VB9
To consider request for repairs to dog loo – Dell Court/Rose Avenue – The Chairman reported that he had  installed a new 
bin.
VB10 – To review circulation of Planning papers for the Council – Cllr Matheou had raised the matter of whether photocopying of 
planning information could be limited in any way. Whilst any saving of paper and expenditure was welcomed, Councillors felt 
that in this instance, it was important for the details of planning applications to be circulated to all the Council members.  The 
Clerk added that as the Planning Committee did not have delegated powers of decision-making on planning consultations it was 
necessary to ensure that the full Council received all the information on Planning Applications before comments are put before 
the District Planning Authority. It was agreed however, that when time permitted, Councillors would be emailed the outcome 
of the Planning Committee’s opinions in advance of the JPC.

VB11
To nominate representatives to attend Chairman’s At Home – WCC – Cllr Hubbocks agreed to attend this function on  
19th September 2009.
VB12
To finalise Audit Return 2008/9 – The Chairman reported that the Finance Committee had considered  responses to questions 
from the External Auditors as part of the Annual Return 2008/9. The Auditors asked for further clarification of  this year’s 
submission and in addition,  requested assurances that their recommendations with regard to the 2007/8 Return had now been 
satisfactorily completed.  The Committee had identified areas which the Council needed to focus on with regard to review of the 
Internal Audit process in addition to improving accounting systems in the Parish Office.  Following the resignation of the last 
Internal Auditor (notified to the Council at their meeting on 11th May 2009) it was also reported that advertisement for a 
replacement Internal Auditor was being run in conjunction with WALC.  The Council were reminded that an honoraria payment 
may have to be made for the work undertaken by the Internal Auditor next year. The Council agreed unanimously to accept the 
recommendations of the Finance Committee to approve the amendments to the 2008/9.  A copy of these minutes will be sent to 
the External Auditor in due course.
VB13
To consider signage at the Barbers Shop, High Street – The Chairman reported that an illuminated sign had been erected outside the barbers shop, High street, apparently without Planning permission.  Cllr Dalman asked if an informal approach could be adopted in pursuing this matter and the Chairman agreed to speak with the proprietor as a first response. 
VB14
To approve expenditure on purchase of new telephone for parish office – The Chairman reported that the existing telephone was many years old and had recently given rise to faults in recording messages and delivery of facsimile transmissions.  It was agreed to accept the recommendation of the Finance Committee that a replacement system be purchased up to a value of £150.

VB15
To note change of Internet provider for the Council – The Finance Committee had discussed the problems that had recently been encountered with connectivity to the Internet and also unauthorised access to email accounts using the present supplier.  Cllr Leech had brought information to the meeting regarding a website provider that would also encompass internet and telephone provision. It was noted however, the there were no plans to change the Council’s website in the near future therefore a proposal was put by Cllr Hubbocks, that the Council accept the quotation provided by a preferred new supplier.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr Matheou and carried with a majority vote (7 in favour). The Chairman agreed to look into the information provided by Cllr Leech and take the matter back to the Finance Committee in due course.
VB16
To note advertisement for Internal Auditor for 2009/10 – The Chairman reported that following the resignation of Mr Westwood as the Council’s Internal Auditor, advertisements were now being placed in conjunction with WALC for a replacement.  The Chairman reminded the Council that there may have to be an honoraria paid for the role in accordance with NALC guidelines. It was agreed that any applications received would be considered by the full Council.

VB17
To note letter from resident regarding trees on Brook End Drive – It was noted that Cllr Haycock was dealing with this matter and was in discussion with residents in the area concerned.

VB18
To note arrangements for payment regarding the town dinner on 26th September – Booking forms were distributed by the Clerk with a reminder to send payment cheques as soon as possible.
     10. 
Committee reports – To receive and consider draft minutes on Committee Reports

Minutes of the General Purposes Committee held 20th August 2009 were agreed and duly noted.
     11.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas. 

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making.
Cllr Hubbocks reported that as agreed by this Council, a letter had now been sent to all tenants of allotments asking whether they would prefer to liaise directly with the JPC or be directed by an Association who would work on their behalf.  8 responses had been received to date with a 50/50 split between the options. The Chairman advised that the GPC would conduct business as usual.

Cllr C Goodman reported that the Clerk would be writing to Orbit Housing regarding trees and shrubbery that is overgrown on Cherry Orchard/Rose Avenue.  The Clerk would also write to a resident in Meadow road regarding fir trees that were also in need of trimming on the property.

Cllr Matheou asked for Councillors support to three fund-raising events for the market cross renovation project in the near future:  a raffle will be held at the Court Leet dinner on 26th September; the JPC were running a coffee and cakes still on 3 October at the Guild Hall and the Civic Society were holding a wine and cheese evening on the 14th November.  Cllr Matheou also reported that there would be a meeting to discuss the railway station on 10th September with WCC, SDC and the JPC representatives.

Cllr Leech asked that issues with Milking Lane be investigated.  It was noted that this matter will be raised at the forthcoming Maintenance Group meeting.

The Clerk read out an email from the Enforcement Officer following an enquiry about construction of a dwelling at 62a Arden Road.  The email described the property as ‘substantially completed’ but as this was not apparent from last inspection, the Clerk would be pursuing this, and the issue with the height of the property with the Planning Authorities.
12.    To authorise the signing of orders for payment
00075 – Henley in Arden TIC – balance of S137 payment 2009 - £2,500
13.     Publications and other items of interest
14. The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remaining business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present during consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A to the said Act”
There were no items for private business.
      15.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting will be held on Monday 21st September 2009 at 7.15pm
Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman   21st September 2009
