Minutes JPC – 06/04/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 6 April 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.55 pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs: S.Roy (Chairman), S Dalman, C.Goodman, L.Goodman, D Hadley, N Haycock, , W. Leech, J Love, G.Matheou , K Mitchell
and C.Milsom.
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk – Cllrs , Atkinson and Thirlwell. There were 2 members of the public.
.(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllrs Marshall and Hubbocks.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest
Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting. Failure to disclose an interest (personal or prejudicial) can lead to an investigation by the Standards Board (England) or the Commission (Wales).
There were no declarations made.


	3.
	Public participation session and Reports from County Councillor and District Councillors
The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room immediately after 

they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited to give their views and question 

the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 
3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder of the Parish Council meeting.
Report from County Councillor Atkinson:

Restrictions on the size of vans and larger vehicles using the recycling facilities in Stratford have now been lessened by SDC.
£25k has been allocated for flood alleviation measures in Henley and clearing of gulleys will be actioned over the next few 

weeks.  Glenhurst Rd, which had been outstanding for many months will be included in these works. Littleworth Fields 

had now been graphed with other flood risk areas
Cllr Atkinson had also been pursuing a number of minor works matters for the Parish including improvements to the grass verges 

on the Stratford Road where serious damage had been caused by site vehicles reversing in and out of the entrance to 

Warwickshire College. There may be the possibility of either tarmac or gravel banks to replace grass in this area.  It had now 

been ascertained that Network Rail were the owners of the land where travellers had set up a camp near the coal yard off Bear Lane 

and it was agreed to write to NR to seek action on this matter.
Report from District Councillor Thirlwell:
The Community Strategy Working party had requested that a report be prepared on traveller sites - Cllr Thirlwell agreed to report 

back on developments on this matter. Government Office West Midlands (GOWM) had released indicators of housing need 

which suggested that more house builds were required.  An additional 4,200 new builds were estimated as needed within the next 

16 years and Cllr Thirlwell highlighted the need for Henley to be aware of the local impact this may have.  At the Cabinet meeting 

held on 6 April 2009, the topic of the economic crisis and the effect on local businesses was discussed.  The District Council will

 be allocating £50k towards strategies that will improve economic prosperity for local businesses affected by the recession.

 Cllr Thirlwell concluded his report by reminding the Council that this week was the first in the new fortnightly refuse collection 

service. Information on the changes was available on the SDC website.



	4.
	Minutes of the meeting held 16 March 2009 to be confirmed and signed.
The Chairman asked that the minutes be amended to include thanks to Cllr Thirlwell in addition to Cllr Marshall for both their efforts in keeping 

the Council Tax for 2009/10 at a low rate of increase. The minutes were then agreed and duly signed by the Chairman.


	5.
	To report on matters arising from the meeting held 16th March 2009(for information only)
There were no matters arising.



	6.
	Brought Forward Items – Works in Progress
There were no items brought forward.



	7.
	To Consider Planning Applications received:


	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/00441/FUL
	New dormer window and alterations to existing bathroom
	1 Arden Rd, Henley in Arden B95 5LE
	Miss R Harvey
NO OBJECTIONS

	09/00505/TREE
	Yew – remove dead branches + reduce height 50%

Cypress x 2 fell – also reduce height on remaining trees
	3 The Yew Trees, 154 High St, Henley in Arden B95 5BN
	Mrs S Cavill

NO OBJECTIONS (subject to consent of Tree Officer)

	09/00508/FUL
	Conversion of garage to study and utility room
	18 Prince Harry Rd, Henley in Arden B95 5DD
	Name not supplied

NO OBJECTIONS


8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:
	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	JPC recommendation

	SDC Decision

	08/03248
	Creation of ménage from paddock
	Land adjacent to Tinkers Croft, Buckley Gn, B95 5QE
	No objections
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/00085/FUL
	Alterations to function room and services accommodation
	Henley golf and Country Club, B95 5QA
	No objections
	CONSENT with conditions

	09/0054/LBC
	Replace existing fence with wall
	105 High St, Henley in Arden B95 5AU
	No objections 
	CONSENT with conditions


9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration

VB1 – To note information from SDC regarding parking enforcement figures for Henley in Arden. Noted


VB2 – To note public consultations from SDC regarding air quality statistics. There was some discussion regarding 

the benefits of such consultation when the only long-term solution to poor air quality in the area surrounding the junction with

 Warwick Road and Stratford Road was a by-pass which would be cost-prohibitive to implement.  Cllr Thirlwell did remind 

the Council that it is a statutory requirement placed on Local Authorities to consult with communities regarding air quality 

matters and this exercise did fulfil this remit.

VB3 – To consider request from Make Henley Greener regarding lighting at the Croft Car Park .The proposal was put forward by MHG to reduce the number of lights in the Croft car park.  Cllr Haycock commented that whilst he was the Council’s representative on this community Group, in this instance, he felt that community safety and security was of paramount importance and therefore supported the retention of lighting in the Croft. Cllr Matheou however, supported the MHG proposal but following a vote, (one Cllr objected)  it was resolved that there should be no plans to recommend to the owners, Taylor Wimpey, that the existing lighting be changed.  There were some issues regarding faulty lighting that would be referred on for action by the owners.
VB4 – To consider recommendations from the Finance Committee regarding Terms of Reference.  The Council had been previously circulated information on minor changes to the Terms of Reference for the above Committee. Cllr  L Goodman reported that the Finance Committee at its meeting held 16/3/09, had put forward the recommendations to be incorporated into the Financial Regulations for the Council.  The changes were agreed unanimously.

VB5 – To consider appointment of Mr Howard Westwood as internal Auditor for the Council. The Clerk reported that Mr Westwood had very kindly agreed to take on the above role for a further year.  The appointment was agreed unanimously.

VB6 – To consider recommendations following an independent inspection of the Play Areas. Cllr L Goodman reported that he was seeking the Council’s agreement to the purchase of bark chippings at a cost of £460 as recommended in the last play area inspection.  This proposal was agreed.
VB7- To consider change of name for the Flood Working Party. Cllr Milsom reported that at a recent meeting of the SDC/WCC Emergency Planning Committee held 18 February 2009, it was recommended that Groups change their name to encompass the whole spectrum of emergency issues, not purely flooding alone. Cllr Milsom therefore proposed that the name of the Flood Working Party be changed to the Emergency Committee to meet the criteria laid down by County Officers.  The proposal was carried unanimously.

VB8 – To consider recommendation from Finance Committee for change of name. Cllr L Goodman reported that the committee had suggested that present full name of the Finance,Administration, Communications and Asset Management Committee be shortened to a less cumbersome title of  Finance and Asset Management Committee – the communications element having previously been referred to the Business Committee some time ago.  It was agreed to adopt the shorter name as recommended.
VB9 – To consider response to Draft Core Strategy document. The response letter was agreed.
VB10 – To receive letter of thanks from R Adams Haulage Contractors regarding their recent successful planning submission. Noted.

VB11 – To consider request from David Wilson Homes for sponsorship of an A to Z map of Henley – Cllr Matheou agreed to discuss this proposal with the company and report back at a later meeting.

VB12 – To consider quotation for printing of the quarterly newsletter and Chairman’s report.  The Clerk reported that she had obtained five quotations for the above work and it was agreed to accept the cheapest supplier at £250 for the job.

VB13 – To consider provision of replacement bark chippings at Jubilee play area – this item had been discussed 
under VB6.
10.
Committee Reports

Minutes of the Flood Action Working Party held 11/3/09 and the Finance, Administration, Communications and Asset Management Committee held 16/3/09 were agreed.
11.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Cllr C Goodman reported that parking at Henley Auction Sales had again caused complaints from residents.  Although in the past, overflow car parking at the adjacent High School had alleviated the situation, due to the charges levied by the School, the Auction Management had been reluctant to continue with this practice.  It was agreed to write to Mr Amor and to the Police expressing the Council’s concern regarding safety and nuisance issues at the Auction site.

Cllr Milsom reported that rubbish was being thrown onto the JPC land earmarked for future allotment development.  There was also more graffiti appearing around the railway area. Cllr Marshall had only recently removed substantial amounts of graffiti from walls etc. and it was noted with some sadness that the problem still persists.

Cllr L Goodman reported that there was a ‘mole’ problem on Littleworth Fields. Cllr Hadley offered to pass on the name of a good contractor who could deal with this matter.  Cllr Goodman would report when prices had been obtained.  Prices for a replacement tree at the Jublilee Play Area would be submitted at the next meeting.  It was also noted that SDC had approved the JPC planning application for tree works at Riverlands but with some considerable conditions due to the rarity of some of the trees included in the application.  As a result of the modifications to the original schedule of works submitted, the revised cost would be reduced to £760.  It was hoped that some of the saving could contribute towards the mole treatment issues. 

Cllr Matheou was pleased to report that Henley Society had raised £720 towards the renovation of the market cross.  The Council extended their thanks to the Society for this effort. Cllr Matheou also added that a flyer would shortly be circulated to local businesses explaining the availability of ‘retail Gurus’ for interested businesses.  This free service, co ordinated by Stratford Voluntary Service, would enable retail experts to give one to one advice to those seeking assistance from them. 

Cllr Haycock reported that he was pursuing information from the Land Registry regarding the ownership of  land at the allotment site.  Cllr Haycock also reported that he had received complaints regarding the last bus on the X20 service which terminated at the Johnson’s garage rather than continuing into Henley or further on to Stratford.  It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Johnson’s requesting that they consider changing the last bus to the above schedule.

Cllr Hadley reported that he felt that the JPC website was not kept up to date.  In particular, he felt that forthcoming events should be extended to include more local activities. Cllr Matheou had very recently performed an audit on the website and was satisfied that it did represent current events.  He also added that it was not the Council’s policy to actively seek information from outside bodies relating to their own promotional events, rather that if they wished an advertisement or article to be placed, then they should approach the Council rather than the other way around.  Cllr Matheou agreed to conduct another assessment of the website and take any necessary steps. 

Cllr Roy reported that she wished to thank Cllr Thirlwell in addition to Cllr Marshall (who was mentioned in the minutes of the last JPC meeting) for his contribution towards securing a low Council Tax increase for 2009/10.

The Clerk reported that she and Cllr Matheou had been in discussions with the contractors working for Taylor Wimpey on the Croft car park.  Re-surfacing works will commence on Tuesday 7th April and continue for approximately four weeks.  The work will be conducted in two phases to avoid the entire area being out of use at the same time. An invitation had been received for a representative to attend a planning and consultation day with partners of Stratford CVS.  Cllr Matheou agreed to represent the Council at this meeting in June 2009.  The Clerk also reported on behalf of Cllr Marshall, who had given his apologies for this meeting that following a request from the JPC he had consulted with the Court Leet and they had confirmed that the ‘Brook-lookers’ role was ceremonial only.  Cllr Marshall had also reported that graffiti on the areas around the railway had now been actioned.  A further enquiry regarding the future ownership of the Croft car park had resulted in it being confirmed that once satisfactory remedial works had been conducted by Taylor Wimpey to the car park, then SDC would negotiate the transfer to this facility to the Council.
12.
To authorise the signing of orders for payments.

The following payments were approved:
Copy and past from agenda for 6 April!!!!

 13.
Publications and other items of interest

Cllrs were provided with information regarding the following:
Copy and past from agenda for 6 April!!!!

14.
The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the 
remaining  business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present 
during  consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A 
to the said Act”

i) To consider the release of information concerning the JPC website – following discussion, a proposal was put by Cllr Love

(seconded Cllr Hadley) that all discussion on this and other matters relating to the JPC website end forthwith.  The proposal was carried unanimously with an agreement to an informal meeting of the Chair and the Councillors concerned as a goodwill gesture.
ii) to consider letter from the Monitoring Officer dated 13 March 2009 – it was noted that the matter be referred to the JPC not as recorded in the local Press as ‘dismissed’.  The Council’s Standing Orders would be considered in this matter.

iii) Appointment of Maintenance Contractor  - A proposal (Cllr L Goodman) seconded (Cllr Milsom) to appoint Mr Jon Vale as maintenance/minor works  contractor for a period of six months commencing 14 April 2009 was agreed unanimously.
15.
Date and time of next meeting

To confirm that the next meeting will be held on Monday 20th April 2009 at 7.15pm
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Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman 6 April  2009
