Minutes JPC – 16/02/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 16th February 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.40 pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs: S.Roy (Chairman), S Dalman, C.Goodman, L.Goodman, N Haycock, R.Hubbocks, W. Leech, J Love, G.Matheou , K Mitchell
and C.Milsom.
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk – Cllrs Thirlwell, Marshall and Atkinson Also in attendance: Robert Walsh – Community Services Manager Stratford District Council and twelve members of the public.
.(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Hadley.



	2.
	Declarations of Interest
Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting.
There were no declarations received.


	3.
	Public participation session
The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room immediately after 

they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited to give their views and question 

the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 
3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder of the Parish Council meeting.
CCTV provision in Henley:

The Chairman welcomed Robert Walsh to the meeting.  Mr Walsh commenced his presentation by explaining the key issues 
surrounding provision of CCTV surveillance in Henley-in-Arden.  There were two options for consideration: i) cameras mounted 
onto suitable existing buildings or ii) stand-alone poles with cameras at the top.  Suggested sites for buildings had been St Johns church 
and the police station.  Mr Walsh informed the Council that matters of ownership and the affect on re-sale value of properties should 
be considered before a decision to erect cameras on buildings, but as the premises proposed for Henley were neither commercial
 or domestic dwellings, this should not be an issue in the short term.  Vehicle recognition equipment was also considered as this 

would assist in the indentification of suspect vehicles and crimes occurring at a given period of time in addition to serving as a deterrent 

to would-be offenders.  In answer to a question from a resident, Mr Walsh confirmed that vehicle registration recognition devices 
would not be used to identify parking infringements but would be used to locate vehicles coming into the town from outside areas with 
the intention of committing crimes. 
There were some concerns regarding the aesthetics of any kind of camera.  Mr J Stott, representing The Henley Society, asked 

why a camera at the police station was required if the High Street one would cover the crime hotspot. Mr Walsh explained that 

the location of the cameras in the town would be based on maximizing the coverage of ‘hotspots’ for crime but also provide vehicle 

and photographic evidence in the detection of crime. Councillors reassured the members of the public present that the safety and

 security of the residents of Henley was of paramount consideration in any decision regarding CCTV for the town.

Following a request made by Councillor Leech, Mr Walsh agreed to investigate the possibility of anti-vibration devices which would

 enable extra clarity of image created by the equipment. He also reassured the Council that no new cameras would be installed without 

 prior consultation with the Council and the necessary planning permission obtained which would provide another opportunity for 
the community view to be heard. Following a decision on the preferred choice of system for the town, viewings of similar 
equipment installed in other areas could be arranged so that Councillors could see the visual character of actual cameras rather than
 just photographs.
Other questions from the public:

With reference to the matter of a nominee to attend a Royal Garden Party in the summer of 2009 as resident asked what costs would 
be incurred by the JPC and what benefit would this activity have to the community?  The Chairman and Cllr Hubbocks responded 
by explaining that the Councillor was  only one of many names put forward of which only a few would be selected for attendance.  
With regard to cost – this would be entirely at the Councillors own expense if selected to attend.  There would be no cost to the JPC 
or the ratepayer.
A resident asked if SDC could be approached to consider using a smaller refuse collection vehicle for collections in the 

Mowshill Road/Liveridge Hill area as the current size of vehicle was causing consideration damage to the roadside verges.  

It was noted that this was also a problem in other parts of the town.  The Clerk agreed to contact SDC to seek a resolution to this issue.


	4.
	Minutes of the meeting held 9th February 2009 to be confirmed and signed.
The minutes were signed subject to the following amendment requested by Cllr Leech that the TIC has not withdrawn its sponsorship 
of the gateway website.  Cllr Matheou had received an email from the then Chair of the TIC stating information to the contrary.


	5.
	To report on matters arising from the meeting held 9th February 2009
There were no matters arising.



	6.
	Brought Forward Items – Works in Progress
There were no items brought forward.


	7.
	To Consider Planning Applications received:


	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/00054/LBC
	Replace existing fence with wall
	105 High Street, Henley-in-Arden B95 5AU
	J N McKenzie

NO OBJECTIONS

	09/00195/LDP
	Proposed two-storey line and first floor extension to rear of residential property
	Broadmead, Edge Lane, Henley-in-Arden B95 5DS
	Stewart Kent

REFUSE

	09/00217/FUL
	Proposed demolition of existing double garage and proposed first floor and two storey extension
	The Orchards, Buckley Green, Henley-in-Arden B95 5QF
	David Mitchell

REFUSE


8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:
	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	Decision


	08/03115/ADV
	Retention of advanced advertisement sign (directional)
	Henley Golf and Country Club
	CONSENT WITH CONDITIONS


9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration

VB1 
To discuss CCTV provision in Henley


Following detailed discussion during item 3 – Public participation session, Cllr C Goodman (seconded by Cllr Milsom) proposed that the Council have a camera mounted on the top of St Johns Church, High Street, and a pole-mounted camera outside the police station.  The design of the fitting to be in keeping with the character of the town.  The motion was carried with one objection and one abstention.

VB2
To discuss resident’s request for information made at JPC meeting held 9th February 2009

The Chairman reported that in 2000 Cllr J Love was successful in an uncontested election.  Cllr C Goodman was elected by votes.  The financial effect on a Band D property owner for Council Tax in 2009/10 had not yet been announced by SDC – a decision was expected on Monday 23rd February 2009.  Cllr L Goodman explained that the 2009/10 precept had only increased in real terms by £220 due to the requirement to maintain reserves of 30 – 50% of precept to allow for emergency measures such as flood defences etc.  A sum of £18k had been apportioned to next financial year’s precept to take account of this.  The Chairman added that when the precept was proposed for acceptance by the JPC in December 2008 it was carried unanimously.  

Cllr Leech circulated a paper on comparative precepts for Warwickshire parishes but was asked to present his papers to the Clerk so that the usual protocols could be observed regarding distribution of papers with the agenda for a forthcoming meeting.


A further paper tabled by Cllr Leech regarding bench-marking was also rejected due to the above rule not having been observed.

VB3
To nominate two representatives to attend ceremony at Henley Tennis Club

Cllrs C Goodman and G Matheou would be pleased to attend.

VB4
To discuss bench-marking

This item was deferred until the next meeting so that Councillors could receive accompanying papers in the normal way rather than being tabled on the day of the meeting itself.

VB5
To review banking arrangements

Cllr L Goodman, Chairman of the Finance Committee, reported that difficulties had been experience over a period of time regarding administration arrangements with the present provider and the JPC.  This had resulted in delays in paying-in and withdrawing money for the Council.  Following discussions with the Clerk, it was felt that it would be sensible to transfer banking to another provider with a High Street location in Henley so that face-to-face transactions and enquiries could be made.  It was proposed that the Clerk pursue transfer of the bank accounts at the earliest opportunity – with the understanding that interest  rates  and other terms and conditions would be at least comparable if not preferable to those enjoyed by the existing provider.  Signatories would remain as per Standing Order financial regulations ie, any two signatories from the following approved persons – Chair, Vice Chair, Cllr C Goodman and Cllr J Love.
10.
Reports from County and District Councillors

Cllr Atkinson reported the following:


A request was made for volunteers to assist Cllr Atkinson in a ‘week-end clear-up’ of debris which had built up on th roadside around Blackford Hill.  W.C.C. had repeatedly been asked to attend to this matter but with little success.  Several Councillors offered their assistance with this.


A plea was made to consider a co ordinate approach between the four neighbouring parishes in seeking suppliers etc. so that economies of scale could be enjoyed.


It was agreed that this item be incorporated into future agendas under item 3 – Public Participation Session, so that the public could be present to hear the reports made.


Cllr Thirlwell reported that a meeting was scheduled on Monday 23rd February at SDC to consider the setting of Council Tax for 2009/10.

11.
Committee Reports

Minutes of the Business and Employment Committee held 9th February 2009 and the Flood Action Working Party held 21 January 2009 were approved.

12.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Cllr C Goodman was concerned about litter levels and vandalism outside Somerfields and One Stop. She would talk to the Managers with a view to the problem being relieved.


Cllr Hubbocks reported he had been made aware of several ‘near-miss’ accidents around the access to the main road from One Stop.  The Clerk would write to the manager of the store to make them aware and seek a solution to this problem.


Cllr Haycock was concerned about general levels of litter in the High Street and on footpaths


Cllr Roy asked for volunteers from the JPC to assist with compiling a portfolio for accreditation of Quality Council status.  Cllrs L Goodman and Matheou agreed to assist with this. Cllr Roy also reported that following a recent meeting with the Hub co ordinators, it had been agreed that the JPC would take responsibility for litter picking in this area on Mondays – the High School and the Hub would cover the other days. The fence which had been damaged in the skateboard park was the Council’s responsibility to repair.  In order to keep costs low, Councillors would be doing the repairs themselves rather than using an outside contractor.
13.
To authorise the signing of orders for payments.

485 Salary expenses £1,156.74


486 Renewal membership Heart of England Way Association £7.00


487 Buildbase Sandbags for flood defences - £70.15


488 Currys – new mouse for Parish Office Computer £8.99


489 Fairways Contractors – grounds maintenance for February 2009 - £714.63


490 Viking Direct Ltd – Minute book and stationery - £124.90

     14.
Publications and other items of interest

There were no items to present. 
     15.       The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the 
remaining  business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present 
during  consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A 
to the said Act”

i) To discuss the community website (deferred from meeting held 9th February 2009)

In response to a request by the Chairman, the Councillor concerned  refused to change the link from the gateway website to the JPC’s own website. No further discussion took place on this subject.

It was confirmed that a complaint had been logged with the Monitoring Officer regarding a Councillor’s behaviour.
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Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman 9 February  2009
