Minutes JPC – 02/03/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 2nd March 2009
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.30 pm
PRESENT: 
Cllrs: S.Roy (Chairman), S Dalman, C.Goodman, L.Goodman, N Haycock, R.Hubbocks, W. Leech, J Love, G.Matheou , K Mitchell
and C.Milsom.
 In Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk – Cllrs , Marshall and Atkinson. 
.(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllrs Hadley and Thirlwell.


	2.
	Declarations of Interest
Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting.
There were no declarations received. 


	3.
	Public participation session and Reports from County Councillor and District Councillors
The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room immediately after 

they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited to give their views and question 

the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 
3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder of the Parish Council meeting.
There were no members of the public present.
Cllr Atkinson made the following report:
 A total of £25k in 2009/10 had been allocated to parishes with high flood risk assessments from WCC.  Regarding relief for 

the river at Riverlands, this matter was being referred to Nigel Chetwin at WCC. Cllr Atkinson asked if anyone had information on 

blocked gulleys or drains to contact him and he would refer to the appropriate officer for action.
The Maintenance Committee were due to meet on 19th March – it was hoped that a co ordinate approach across the neighbouring 

parishes could be made.

Cllr Marshall reported:

Following long discussions, it was agreed that Council Tax for 2009/10 would increase by 3.5% This represented an increase of only 

8.3p per week.  Substantial savings on expenditure were also agreed – for example, the number of meetings for the Planning 

Committee would be reduced and members attendance allowances were fixed with no increase in real terms.
The Chairman thanked Cllr Marshall for his efforts in maintaining the lowest possible increase in Council Tax for the community.

A question was asked regarding The Croft car park and Cllr Marshall agreed to present a report on this for the next meeting.



	4.
	Minutes of the meeting held 16th February 2009 to be confirmed and signed.
The minutes were agreed and duly signed by the Chairman.


	5.
	To report on matters arising from the meeting held 16th February 2009(for information only)
There were no matters arising.



	6.
	Brought Forward Items – Works in Progress
There were no items brought forward.

Contd...


	7.
	To Consider Planning Applications received:


	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	09/00214/LBC
	Re-tiling roof (two storey part)
	105 High Street, Henley-in-Arden B95 5AU
	J N Mckenzie

NO OBJECTION

	08/0324/FUL
	Creation of ménage (amendment to original application)
	Land adjacent to Tinkers Croft, Buckley Green B95 5QE
	Nick Keen

NO OBJECTION

	09/00307/TREE
	Felling of 1 oak, hazel and laurel. Felling 4 poplars and 30% reduction on height of birch.
	Riverlands, Prince Harry Rd, Henley-in-Arden.
	Beaudesert and Henley-in-Arden Joint Parish Council

NO OBJECTION – (Subject to Consent of Tree Officer)


8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:
	Application No.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden 
	Decision



	08/02835/FUL
	Demolition of existing house, stables etc. replacing new dwelling and extension to stable block
	Fosters Farm, Ullenhall, 

B95 5NE
	REFUSAL

	08/03290/TPO
	Trimming of cedar, beech, spruce and ash trees by 20%
	Yew Tree Gardens Estate, Henley-in-Arden
	CONSENT

	08/03290/TPO
	Cedar – reduce height by 15ft

Beech – reduce to previous points
	Yew Tree Gardens Estate, Henley-in-Arden
	REFUSAL


9.
Correspondence and other matters for consideration
VB1 
To note communication regarding provision of new shelter at Henley Station

Noted. Cllr Leech asked if there had been any progress in provision of a seat for platform one and the Chair agreed to pursue this again.
VB2
To consider provision of Welcome to Henley signs

Cllr Hubbocks reported that he had now received a quotation from the preferred supplier for provision of 3 signs and accompanying artwork. It was proposed that an instruction be given to the supplier to commence creation of the artwork (at a cost no greater than £200) following which a decision regarding the material for the sign would be made.  The proposal was carried unanimously.
VB3
To note changes to grant for flood defences

The Chairman advised the Council that because the Flood Working Party is part of the Joint Parish Council, the monies allocated to it must be shown as an expense rather than a grant, as was previously shown.  The records would be amended accordingly to show the amount for flood defences as an expense in the JPC budget.  Following a question from Cllr Mitchell, the Chairman confirmed that these funds would be utilised for whole community-based use; there would be no provision for assistance of individuals affected by the floods.
VB4
To note grant applications


Noted.
VB5
To note new Statutory Order from SDC regarding dog fouling

Noted.
VB6
To note request from R Weekes – Head of Environment for SDC for representative on Biodiversity Group.

 It was suggested that this information be passed to John Stott, for the Make Henley Greener Group, and David Everson, for Henley Wildlife Society.
VB7
To nominate two representatives to attend WCC Chairman’s ‘at home’ on 28th March 2009

There were regrettably no Councillors able to attend.
10.
Committee Reports

Minutes of the General Purposes Committee and Finance and Administration Committee both held 16th February 2009 were both agreed.
11.
Any other business – exchange of information only

Cllr Milsom reported that build up of bricks and other debris in the brook at rear of cottages facing the Warwick Road was now causing significant drainage problems.  In addition, some form of cover was now needed over the pipe to prevent youngsters throwing more bricks into the brook causing blockages.  Urgent action was now needed and Cllrs Goodman, Milsom and Dalman agreed to lend a hand in a clear-up programme when the debris could then be removed completely from the site thus preventing  problems in the future.

Cllr C Goodman reported that she and Cllr Milsom had attended a recent meeting at the Civic Hall to discuss crime prevention and policing methods in the area.  The meeting provided some useful information and was worthwhile.  Cllr Goodman also reported that there had been more complaints received regarding the Henley Auction Sales site and that Environmental Health officers were in communication with the owners regarding this matter.  A skip which had previously caused a nuisance had now been removed.

Cllr Hubbocks reported that he had attended a Community Forum meeting last week where he had made a request for an investigation of the parking arrangements at the One Stop Store on Henley High Street and also disabled parking provision in the town.


Cllr Matheou reported that information was being sent to local businesses regarding the right to claim reduced business rates if businesses were experiencing persistent declining sales.  The Rating section at SDC would offer advice to individual enquirers if contacted.  This information would also appear on the JPC website.  Cllr Matheou also reported that two ‘retail gurus’ from Stratford CVS had attended the last meeting of the Business and Employment Committee and were already in touch with some Henley businesses who were seeking marketing and other advice about their businesses.  Flyers on the free service offered by the Gurus would be circulated in the town.


Cllr Matheou also extended thanks to Cllrs C and L Goodman and Cllr Milsom for their sterling work in flood management and other community activities around the town which had contributed significantly in the lowering of costs regarding maintenance and other works to the JPC.


Cllr L Goodman reported that the fencing that was the JPC’s responsibility had now been repaired by Cllr Goodman with the assistance of Mr Pyllis.  On behalf of the JPC, the Chairman thanked Cllr Goodman for devoting so much of his own time to this project.

Cllr Haycock asked about procedures for reporting of matters for the Maintenance Committee and the Clerk asked that he channel any requests for new items to her so that they can be communicated to the appropriate officer as soon as possible.


Cllr Leech asked that the website entry for Councillors be amended to include telephone numbers rather than addresses on the information header in this section.  In addition, Cllr Leech wished to draw the Council’s attention to the number of lone parent and elderly residents of Henley and ask that consideration be made of their needs in meeting the cost of the precept for 2009/10.  Cllr Goodman responded by indicating that all possible measures were being taken to ensure that best value would be achieved in regard to spending of the precept and that if at all possible, some monies would be retained as a buffer for future spending requirements.


Cllr Mitchell reported that he had received a complaint from a resident about noise and smell nuisance emanating from the Arden Tandoori restaurant on High Street.  Cllr Marshall commented that Cllr Thirlwell had been investigating this matter and he would ask Cllr Thirlwell to report at the next meeting.
12.
To authorise the signing of orders for payments.

491 Annual subscription to CPRE - £29.00

 13.
Publications and other items of interest

Cllrs were provided with information regarding the following:

Consultation on the future of the Library Service and a survey of mineral sites in Warwickshire.

14.
The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the 
remaining  business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present 
during  consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A 
to the said Act”

i) To discuss bench-marking with regard to the precept

Following discussion the contents of papers circulated were noted.

ii) To consider a draft advertisement for a maintenance person

It was agreed unanimously to circulate the advertisement previously distributed to Councillors on notice boards around the town.
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Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman 2 March  2009
