Minutes JPC – 09/02/09

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY-IN-ARDEN

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held at the Baptist Church Hall, High Street,

Henley-in-Arden on Monday 9th February 2009*
Meeting commenced at 7.15pm and ended at 8.25 pm
*Please note: This meeting was re-arranged from the scheduled meeting due to be held on 2nd February 2009 which was cancelled due to bad weather.PRIVATE 

PRESENT: 
Cllrs: S.Roy (Chairman), S Dalman, C.Goodman, L.Goodman, N Haycock,  R.Hubbocks, W. Leech, J Love, G.Matheou , 
and C.Milsom.
Also in Attendance: - Jenny Walsh, Clerk – CllrsThirwell and Atkinson and six members of the public.
.(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
	1.
	Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllrs Hadley and Mitchell.



	2.
	Declarations of Interest
Members are asked to declare personal interests in any item on the agenda.

Members are reminded that the Code of Conduct, which was adopted with effect from 14th May 2007, provides that they should declare the existence and nature of their personal interest at the commencement of the relevant item (or as soon as the interest becomes apparent.) If that interest is prejudicial they should leave immediately after having made representations, given evidence or answered questions, and before any debate starts. A Member must not stay in the room to observe discussion or debate on the matter. Failure to do so may be viewed as an attempt to improperly influence the meeting.
Cllrs L Goodman, C Goodman, N Haycock, W Leech  and S Dalman declared an interest in planning application for 98 High Street, Henley-in-Arden
Cllrs L Goodman, C Goodman, W Leech and S Dalman declared an interest in Henley-in-Arden Golf Club
Cllrs W Leech and J Love declared an interest in the T.I.C and Cllr Leech also declared an interest in connection with Henley News Online and the Gateway website.



	3.
	Public participation session
The Joint Parish Council will hear first from Councillors with prejudicial interests who must leave the room immediately after 

they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence.  Residents are then invited to give their views and question 

the Parish Council on issues on this agenda, or raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the Chairman (maximum 
3 mins each). Members of the public may not take part in the remainder of the Parish Council meeting.

Mr M Coulter – 231 High Street Henley-in-Arden, asked three questions: 1) How many Councillors were elected to their posts and in which year? 2) What was the percentage increase in precept for 2009/10 from the previous year? 3) What was the cash cost to a resident in a Band D property?
Cllr G Atkinson reported on the following items:

i) That the Council consider favourably the proposal to enable District and County Councillors to receive full papers for 

JPC meetings and to have an opportunity to participate in the exchange of information section of the JPC meetings.

ii) That the Planning Department had no objection to the planning application for Henley-in-Arden Golf Club.

iii) That Johnsons Coaches had now secured the service to run the Birmingham X20 bus – information on the changes to the service were available from the Clerk

iv) That a grant of £25k had been awarded to assist with drainage problems in the town.

v) That thanks be noted to the Royal Mail and independent milk delivery companies for there being no disruption to services 
during the recent very bad weather.


	
	Cllr Leech declared that item 14i) on this agenda should in his opinion, have been conducted as previously, during public not private session.  The Chairman informed Cllr Leech that this matter would not be discussed at this point in the meeting.


	4.
	Minutes of the meeting held 19th January 2009 to be confirmed and signed.
The minutes were signed subject to the following amendment -Cllr Leech requested that his comment regarding the community 

website and sponsorship be minuted.  Councillor Matheou stated that he had received an email from the Chairman of TIC stating they 

no longer sponsored the community website.  Councillor Leech said that he was not aware of this.


	5.
	To report on matters arising from the meeting held 19th January 2009
Community website – Cllr Leech gave the Chairman a copy of an email from B Twigg – Chairman of TIC, which stated the continuance of sponsorship of the community website. Cllr Matheou responded with an email that gave different information to Cllr Leech.  The Chair requested of both parties that the matter would not be discussed during this part of the meeting.


	6.
	Brought Forward Items – Works in Progress
CCTV provision – Rob Walsh will be present at JPC meeting on 16th Feb to report on this matter.

Removal of excess refuse following Christmas – this has now been dealt with.



	7.
	To Consider Planning Applications received:


	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Submitted by:

	08/03284/FUL
	Conversion of roof space to form additional bedroom and bathroom
	3 Beaudesert Pl, Beaudesert Lane, Henley-in-Arden B95 5BF
	Malcolm Colcough

	08/02995/LBC
	Sub-divide existing shop with stud wall into separate units and alter existing doorway
	95 High Street, Henley-in-Arden, B95 5AT
	Brian Westmacott

NO OBJECTIONS

	08/03317/LBC

And

09/00048/FUL
	Change of use from existing office to retail (grd floor) incorporating refurbishment and additions to existing shop from and provision of additional windows to north (access lane) elevation.
	98 High Street, Henley-in-Arden B95 5BY
	MPA Financial Management

DO NOT SUPPORT  for reasons below

	09/00085/FUL
	Alterations and extensions to existing function room and services accommodation at first floor level and new entrance canopy/covered link to car park
	Henley Golf and Country Club, Birmingham Road, B95 5QA
	Henley Golf and Country Club

NO OBJECTIONS


Item 3 Beaudesert Place, Beaudesert Lane was time sensitive and due to cancellation of scheduled meeting on 2nd February 2009, separate discussions were made between the Chairman and Councillors – there were no comments recorded to the Planning Department.
98 High Street – MPA Financial Management – several complaints regarding litter had been reported. Proposal to not support the application on grounds that it was not in keeping with a listed building and plans could increase vandalism. Proposal carried with one abstention. Letter to case officer in Planning Department expressing concerns regarding this application for above reasons.

8.
To note the District Council’s Planning Decisions:

	Application no.
	Proposal
	Address in Henley-in-Arden
	Decision

	08/02559/FUL
	Replacement detached garage and garden room to rear. Loft conversion with dormers to front and rear
	Christmas Cottage, Blackford Hill, Henley-in-Arden B95 5DQ
	PERMISSION WITH CONDITIONS

	08/03161/TREE
	Arboricultural works
	Alne House, Beaudesert Lane, Henley-in-Arden, B95 5JY
	CONSENT WITH CONDITIONS 

	08/03059/LDP
	Two storey in-fill link and first floor extension to rear of residential property
	Broadmead, Edge Lane, Henley-in-Arden B95 5DS
	WITHDRAWN


	9.

	Correspondence and other matters for consideration
VB1 To discuss CCTV provision in Henley – this item is deferred until meeting on 16th February 2009
VB2 To discuss additional funding for fencing to allotments – Cllr Hubbocks reported that following a recent increase in fly-tipping on the vacant land by the allotments and an accident to a young resident of Henley on the footpath adjoining the allotments, ‘keep off’ signs had now been erected.  Erection of temporary line-post fencing would cost in the region of £640.The long-term aim was to endeavour to secure funding for the development of the vacant land into more allotment plots. It was proposed that the fencing would be deferred to enable the General Purposes Committee to pursue grant funding to enable the creation of more allotments and report back to the JPC in due course. This was seconded by Cllr Haycock and carried unanimously.
VB3 To discuss replacement of ‘Welcome to Henley’ sign - Cllr Hubbocks had obtained three quotes from suppliers that had been circulated to Councillors.  Photographs were also circulated at the meeting of the crest used on the signs.  A reduction in unit cost could also be obtained by purchasing in one transaction. It was agreed unanimously that Cllr Hubbocks should pursue a firm quotation including artwork from the lowest priced supplier for three signs in steel to replace lost or damaged signs in the town. 

VB4 To discuss the composition of committees – A list showing the current composition of committees was circulated to the Council. The Chairman asked for volunteers to join the committees and the following Councillors were put forward:
Cllr Haycock to join Business and Employment and General Purposes Committee, Cllr Dalman to join General Purposes, and Cllr Hubbocks to join the Finance and Administration Committee.

VB5 To consider nomination of Councillor to attend Royal Garden Party – Councillor Hubbocks agreed to be nominated to attend this function.

VB6 Letter of thanks from Henley Neighbourhood Watch Committee was noted.

VB7 To consider review of Beaudesert and Henley Parish Database. The Chairman reported that she and the Clerk would undertake this task on behalf of the Council.

VB8 A letter of thanks from Henley Christmas Christmas Lights Working Party was noted.
VB9 To report update on grants and funding opportunities – Information on funding sources had been circulated with the agenda.  

Cllr Matheou reported that grant applications had been submitted towards projects in the town including the market cross, provision of signs and street furniture and an information board. Cllr Hubbocks added that the General Purposes Committee, who would be meeting on Monday 16th February, would also be looking at grants from other funding sources.  There had been a request that no further grant applications be submitted to WCC until the outcome of the existing ones had been notified in Spring 2009.

VB10 To discuss reimbursements for expenditure and VAT. The Clerk asked Councillors to ensure that whenever possible, purchases for the JPC should be made using the normal invoicing system.  Where this was not possible due to emergency action required (eg flood restraint measures) the purchase must be conducted using a correctly addressed VAT receipt made to the Beaudesert and Henley-in-Arden Joint Parish Council.

VB11 To discuss request from District Councillor to report to JPC meetings. It was agreed that the County Councillor and District Councillors would be given the opportunity at every meeting to report to the JPC. The Clerk would circulate papers commencing Monday 16th February 2009.

	10.

	Committee Reports

Minutes of the General Purposes Committee held 13 January 2009, Finance and Administration Committee held 19th January 2009 and the Business and Employment Committee held 15th January 2009 were all approved.

	11.

	Any other Business

Cllr C Goodman asked that a letter be sent from the Clerk to Henley Auction Sales to request removal of a skip from the rear of their premises which was causing a nuisance due to overflowing.

Cllr Hubbocks informed the JPC that information relating to traffic changes at Longbridge Roundabout was available from the Highways Agency website.

Cllr L Goodman reported that a meeting had been held with Fairways Contractors Ltd regarding the contract for grounds maintenance.  Mr Miller from Fairways informed Cllr Goodman and the Clerk that this contract was due to expire on 31 March 2009 and in view of this, it was agreed that the contract would be allowed to run its course but not be renewed for a further period.  Cllr Goodman reminded the Council that this arrangement did not affect the contract for grass-cutting which is on-going for a further twelve months.

Cllr Haycock asked about measures to reduce vandalism and noise issues at the railway station. Many residents were unhappy about the support provided by the Police and Cllr Hubbocks suggested that contacting the Transport Police may be more effective in this matter than the constabulary. CCTV was seen as a long term solution but Network Rail’s response to this when raised at previous meetings was that they would consider the request when the development of the railway station project was nearer to finalisation. 

Cllr Leech requested that Benchmarking be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of the JPC. Cllr Leech also made representations regarding the quality of information appearing on the JPC website which the Chairman noted. Cllr Leech wished to continue discussing this matter but was asked to refrain from doing so.  Cllr Leech left the meeting at this point. 

	10.

	The Chairman to move “that pursuant to Section 110A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the remaining business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present during consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7,8 and 9 of schedule 12A to the said Act”


		To discuss the community website sponsored by the TIC

This item was deferred until the next meeting of the JPC.


		To discuss letter from Evergreens regarding grant

A letter would be sent from the Clerk confirming that following discussion, it had been agreed that despite the request made by the Evergreens in their letter of 31 December 2008, no further award beyond that approved at the JPC meeting held 15th December 2008 could be made.


	16.

	Date and time of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 2nd February 2009 


	
	


12.
To authorise the signing of orders for payments.

477 No excuses –Annual web-hosting plus support fee £575.00


478 Ricoh Copiers – Quarterly photocopier hire/use £109.37


479 HM Revenue and Customs – PAYE and NI Nov/Dec 2008 /Jan 2009 £558.22


480 Alcester Locks – replacement keys for allotments £96.44


481 Henley Baptist Church – hire of hall during 2008 - £408.00


482 KD Electrics – Annual PAT testing of Parish Office - £50.00


483 Buildbase Ltd – Sand for Flood defences - £41.40


484 Henley Metal Products Ltd – Liners for dog loos - £34.50

13.
Publications and other items of interest

Information and periodicals were circulated to Councillors and the Neighbourhood Watch, Warwickshire Police Newsletter, CPRE Newsletter and the Review of Rural Transport initiative.  
14.            The Chairman to move: “that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the 
remaining  business of the meeting in view of the fact that the nature of the proceedings will be such that, if members of the public were present 
during  consideration of such business, there would be disclosed to them of exempt information under Paragraphs 7, 8 and 9 of schedule 12A 
to the said Act”

i) To discuss the community website sponsored by the TIC.  This item was deferred until the next meeting due to the absence of the required 
Councillor. A proposal to lodge a complaint with the Standards Officer at SDC was carried with one abstention.

ii) Items for discussion in private session .  The Council resolved to ensure that  careful consideration of any sensitive data should be made 
prior to the matter being discussed in public session.
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Signed ------------------------------------------------------- Chairman 9 February  2009
